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LETTER h 

6xAR Madam, 

j& FT£R i long journey that took 

X% "P fonf ^ysj I .arrived bft week 

■^ ml ii^ fa'y aun^s, wbere, I fuppofe I 

am to ftay a cotifideraKIe time ; in 

which X afTure you my chief uoealinels 'will 

c<M)lifi in being Teparated from you ) and 

*hit yw may ^end upon f^ w31 be great 

B enough 



2 Felicia to Charlotte. 

. enough o^Conicience. However, topafsawaf 
ibme of my hours, whidi I fbrefee will lie pretty 
heavy upon my hands, 1 will fend you an 
account of all that happens worth your notice : 
-but you muft not be offended if I tell you, I 
write as much to amufe myfelf as toj>Ieafey6u^ 
^ce , this employment wiU not only |>e a 
recreation to me, but'will flatter arid fooifi my 
iriendihip, and, in fome meafure, compenlkte 
for the want of your (roitipany. 1 (hall always^ 
,^ while I am writing, think I am talking to you j 
. and am even now delighted with the idea of 
that pleafmg intercourfe of minds we fhaH 
probably enjoy at this diftance. How agreeable 
is the thought ; that as often as you hear from 
me, you will learn every thing that paffes in the 
vfoul of youf friend, whilft I in return ihall meet 
. with the fame proof of an open undifguifed 
friendfhip from you ! For my part, I intend to 
^dilcover aO the fecr^t folds of my heart^^and 
to unbofbm myfelf to you without the leaft 
.referve, as I am perfuaded I ihall never have 
any fecrets which you have hot a right to be 
.acquainted with, and which 1 ih^]|not be very 
^ ready to coiAmunicate. Pwy do you follow my 
^example ; write with the fame unrererved 
freedom, and never difguife tbofe littje affairs 
fi jnrhicb your heart is conc^riicd> for thefe 

.things,! 
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things, I think, my friendfhip gives me a 
peculiar right to know. 

I AM now I <ion't know how many miles 

diftant from dear London, the feat of your 

joys ; and nluft not exped for a long time to 

fee again the Mali, the play-houfe, or the 

fdrawing^room ; but I begin to fancy, that in 

V month or two I fhall be reconciled to gloomy 

fhades, tall trees, and murmuring brooks, and 

all the fylvan fcenes which furround me ; and 

even ceafe to regret my diftance from the 

genteel diverfions of the gay and polite world ; 

fer if plain and fimple nature can ever appear 

a^eeable, it muft be here where fhe fhewK 

herfelf in all her beauties. What a change 

have I already undergone ! I a rife at leafl three 

or four hours fooncr than lever did in my 

life before ; and even go to bed long before 

midnight, Inftead of the rattling of coachc?, 

I now hear only the rufling of leaves, or the 

warbling of birds ; and inftead of rich perfume?* 

my fenfes are regaled with the milder fragrance 

of nature. ^ 

Nay, prithee, my dear, don*tlaogh at me : 
I am yet neither poet, nor lover, nor do 1 find 
that I am in the leaft danger of being either of 
them. You, I know, cannot perceive any 
charms in fuch a rude retreat, fit to engage the 

B t attentic^d 
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tention of a fine lady. Here are no pawdercd 
aus, or gilt equipages, none of the fplendid 
lurcments, with which ladies of jour vivadtj 
e apt to be captivated ; but for my part, a 
ttural tin&ire of gravity may poiBbly make 
e more eafily ^fupport ^the abient of what 
>ur gayer difpofition may induce you to 
^nfider as the very effence of happinels. 

My aunt I find is a lady of plain good fedc, 
id of a moft free, eafy and engaging behaviour. 
It as to her perfon, it is far from being 
^recable ; her face is of an immoderate length ; 
cr eye-brows large and very dark; and her 
>re_ of a more than ordinary fixe ; but not« 
ithftanding this, ihe iias an air of affability 
id good-nature fpread over her countenance, 
hich at the firft view infpires every one 
lat fees her with a pleafing confidence. Her 
ify condefcending goodnefs, her fweetneft, 
Fability and complaifant freedom, diffuie over 
le minds of the meaneft objeds fuch a felf« 
>mplacency, fuch an unreferved frankne& 
' heart, as renders it impofiible £^r them in 
:r company t6 be fiifFened by an uneafy 
mftraint. The loweft being that bears the 
amp of the human nature is an objed of her 
;gard. She puts herfelf upon a level with them 

her converfation , *and even ufes a language 
2 different 



Felicia to Charlotte. 5 

different from her own, in order to fiiit her 
diflourfe to their ideas^ and to make them 
underftand her advice, theconfolation (heofFerS' 
them, andthe friendly concern ihe feels for their 
happinefs.- As^ to her fiature, it is fomething 
above the ordinary height, though (he is a little 
awry; and, indeed^ ihe has nothing about 
her that fpeaks the accompIi(hed lady^^ though- 
every body that fees her muft immediately^ 
dunk, (Khould rather fay/^/) her a very good 
one* In ihort, fhe is a woman of great prudence^ 
and a perfe^ oeconomift, and therefore her 
thoughts feem equally divided between tho 
management of her own family, and a generous 
care for the welfare of thofe who apply to her 
for affifiancCr The education of her children 
makes up a great part of her felicity ; it is » 
delight^l employment which (he knows how 
to render as agreeable to them as to herfelf. The 
young ladies have hcen accuflomed from their 
infancy to fliare with her in the delicate 
pleafure of communicating happinefs, and have* 
learnt from her, and an Engli(h Seneca, which 
they have almoft by heart, die ino& engaging 
way of doing good. They have a fmall falafy 
at their own difpofalj and their good mother tells 
me, (he often feels her heart glow with a fecret 
lileafure at feeing them dry up the tears of the 

B 3 diftreffed, 



6 Felicia to Charlotte. 

didrefled, with that money with which they* 
had intended to purchafe fooie fafliionable. 
piece of vanity, or fome ornamental trifle. The- 
old gentleman, my uncle, who died about feven 
years ago, left her with four children, and a 
large eilate, but very much incumbered with: 
mortgages, which by her prudent management 
ihe has lately paid oiF. And (he would now be 
very happy, had fhe not a fon, whofe brutal 
extravagance and debaucheries render her 
' extremely anxious for his welfare. Thisyoung» 
man is about eighteen, of a robuft conftitution^ 
pretty fat, and with a countenance perfediljr 
expreffive of the dulnefs and ftupidity of his 
mind, which has been too rough to be poliihed 
by a moft free and liberal education ; butaa be 
is going to make the tour of Europe, I fliali 
probably never bave occafion to mention hinx 
again. The eldeft daughter I have not ken 
yet, fhe being lately married to a gentleman 
at a confideraUe diftance from hence* Amelia, 
her lifter, is alady agreeable in her perfon, and 
happy in the poiTefHon of a calm, yet fedate 
mind ; her paflions feem to be regular, her 
thoughts juft, her language unaiFed^ed, foft, 
and flowing. After this, (hort chara£ler, yoii 
cannot wonder that I no fooner knew her, than 
t conceived a friendlhip for her, which I anx 

perfuaded 
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perfuaded is now become reciprocal. Polly, 
the youngeft daughter, is not quite ten years 
dd i fhe is a lovely little creature, of a moft 
promifing genius, and has fucb an earned thirft ' 
after knowledge, that her pretty queftions' 
frequently give me a very high fatisfa^^ion. 

With thefe two young ladies, and fome 
6ther agreeable companions, I fpend great pare 
of niy time. The fun is no fooner rifen, than ' 
we take a walk, and tafte the frefhnefs of the 
morning air, in fome of thofe rural fcenes which 
furround our houie, while the innocent gaity 
of my new friends give an alacrity to my 
i^iritSy w)iicb is greatly heightened by the * 
ibfcnefs of thefe early breezes, and the various 
icenes of natural beauty, which every way 
prefent themfelves tQ our view. 

But it is time to conclude, fince I have' 
written enough for my firft letter, and therefore 
fiiall only add^ what your afFe£tion will, I am^ 
fiire, make you moft follicitous to know ; that 
is, that I am perfe£tty well, and have no other 
uneafmefs than what arifea from my diftance -- 
£rom you, I am. 

Dear Charlotte, 

Tour's moft affeSiibtidie^^ ^' 

Fslicia; 

B 4 L^^&TTEIt' 



8 Felicia to Charlotte, 

LETTER U. 

TH £ pleafure, . dear Mad^m, youexfu:e& 
at hearing from me, is fuch a proof of 
ypur aflfei£lioo, that I cannot help taking notice 
^f it* The endearments of a friend have 
ibmething fo extremely charming in them, that 
it is impoffible we flioutd be infenfible of their 
v^lue.. If itattery eafily infimiates itfelf into^ 
our. hearts, it i» chiefly becaufe it Tooths our 
deTu^ of pjeafing; but how much Tweeter aro 
the carefTes of a perTon on whoTe. efteem we 
found our happinefs, and whoTe fatis&fUoa 
rebounds back^ and gives us who confer it, a 
£nd of Telf-apprcbation. So much for preface. 

Two or three days after I Tent you my letter, 
my couTm Amelia propoTed our taking an airing 
in the coach, tKc next morning as Toon as it 
was. light j which we accordingly put in practice : 
but we had not gone Tar before the flillnefs of 
the air, and the novxity of the proTpe£t to me, 
induced us to walk. A fandy rock, out of 
which was cut huge caverns that feemed ready 
to fall, was on our left, and by a delightful 
contraft, Tet off' the Tpacious meadows and 
fields, which, on (he right, extended to an 
incompeivable difiance, wbcre our fight was. 

onljf 
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only bounded by a clear iky, that feemcd to 
meet the ground, and in Ibme places by hills, 
which couM hasdly bcdiftinguifhed from the 
gilded clouds in which they wrapped themfelves. 
©ur eye atone view took in abundance of littlt 
vills^es, which ariling from amidft the trees 
at a great diftance, agreeably diverfified thi» 
delightful landfcape *. 

Whilst we walked on, difcourfing o^ 
feveral agreeable, fubje^ls^ I obferved that the 
fcene prefemly changed, and the frightful 
precipices terminated in a high and deep hill, 
fo full of tall trees and (hrubs, that it formed 
a moft delightful grove. The grafs here was 
mixed with beds of violets and primrofes, which 
<liiFufed a charming fragrance through the air. 
Here we fat down to refrefli ourfelves, on the 
banks of a fmall fountaiD, which with a gentle 
murmur ran from a cavity under the hill, and 
after having drank- feme of the water out of a 
bafon which was chained to theiideof it, we 
ilruck into a narrow winding path, -and began 
to mount the eminence -to take in> a larger view 

* Left thii dcfcr'ptiotl {hoM be thought romantic^ .the 
e4Hor thinks himrelf obliged to inform the public,' that this 
2ind the reft of the landfcapes^ are actually fituated near 
Kottingham ; aod that thefe ladies, he fuppofe^ rcfided in 
a vUIag^. not far dlftant from that toM^n. . 

B-Sj oft 
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of the vernal beauties of this delightful fcene } 
when I obferved a fine rircr *, which with 
terpentine meanders, added to the beauty of^ 
the whole. But while we were liftening to 
the different warbling of a number of birds of 
VAcious kinds, and obferving the rabbets fcudding 
along, and Skipping at our approach into their 
burrows, we were interrupted from our 
contemplation ofthef. trifling amufcments by 
a voids that at once feized and fixed our 
attention ; for we were near enough to hear 
diftindly every word, though when we looked 
around us, we could difcover no human ohjtSt 
near. The unknown -perfon feemed engaged 
in a contemplation of the harmony of nature, 
and with a foft, yet manly voice, fpoke the ' 
following rhapibdy. 

" O NATURE ! how beautiful, how lovelyr 
*' are all thy works ! with what pleafure do 
'^^ I gaze around, and view the vaftprofufion 
** of wifdom, and infinite fkill that furrounds 

•* me ! Bkfled retreat ! where every 

*' ol^ed leads me to explore that bounteous 
*^ author of all goodnefs, who thus diilributes 
** his favours to men, and thus teaches us to^ 
** concur with him in promoting the univerfal 
>9 good. While heaven, all conununicative 

• Th6 rhfoc Tre&ta 

lies^ven^ 
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••heaven, thus profufcly fhowers down its 
** bleffings, and imparts to us all that can" 
** charm our fenfcs^ or ravifli our grateful 
•* minds with innocent delight, fhall we with 
"** contraded hearts confine our pleafures to the 
*** narrow limitsof felfiflipafEoDs,andnot rather 
*' exert out utmoft abilities in order to difperfe 
** a flood of joy, and render the beauteous^ the 
•' harmonious fcene complete ? — But ah! how 
*' fmall a (hare can I contribute to the great 
" defign ? Loft in a manner amidft the immenfi- 
'* ty of nature, like a fingle flower amidft the 
** numberlefs number which enamel this ver- 
*^ dant carper, or a fmall plant in this vernal 
^* land fcape, too minute fingly to gain the 
•* attention, and which could not be miffed 

** out of the blooming fcene ! — But why 

" do I complain ? Am I not fufBciently happy ,- 
** if, amidft^ the works* of my creator, I can 
" like them, by fulfilling the duties of my 
** narrow fphere, promote the general fplendor 
** and harniony of the whole. If tire inanimate 
^^ creation can beftow fuch pleafures to a 
*♦ rational mind, how much noblerrnuft be 
*'* the fatisfaflion with which fuperlor beings 
*^ view the beauteous order of the more noble, 
** the intelleftual w'Orld, • when the pafllcns 
"f^^and inclinations of the- mind* ccmpofe an 

B fr ** harmoniou*^ 
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j2 Felicia to Charlottit. 

** harmonious fcene, infinitely more lovely than 
*^ the fined and mpft elegant difpofitions of 
*' mattejr?'' 

Heb:£ the voice flopped :.. perhaps we were 
difcovered through the trees,, and the^unknowa. 
perfon was difpleafed in being interrupted in 
his private refvery. However, curiofity made 
us proceed'; for I was very defirous of knowing 
the ftranger, whofe fentiments and language 
had prejudiced me very much in bis favour. 

I DO not know,, my dear, what you will 
think of our adventure.; but for my part' I 
formed a moft amiable idea of the perfon of 
this ftrang^, though I had never feen him i, 
and his words, made, fuch an impreffion upon 
my heart, that I believe I.have repeated every 
fy liable;, but the graceful manner^ and the 
mufic of his voice, are what I can never give 
you the leaft idea of ; . for upon my word they 
were quite inexpreflible. 

Amelia cixdeavouredjiow to perfuade me 
to return, but I was* too much charmed with 
what: I had heard, to confent to do it 
immediately. Prompted by a. little, female 
curiofity, I. refolved, if poffible, to ileal at 
lead one view of. this flranger, which I did. 
not doubt but I might eafily do without be^ng 
perceivedt She laughed at my motive ; but 

bowevfix,. 
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fiowever, at my entreaties, confented to fo]Io#r 
me. I then flruck into one of the winding- 
paths which lay on the fide from whence j- 
heard the voice ; but had not gone far, wh^n 
looking back, I mifled my companion* This. 
at once alarn^ed me, and made me very uneafy, 
both on her account and my own. ■ I' 

ftood ftill I liftened — — I returned 

backi flopping every moment to look around 
me ; but ^uft as I regained the place from 
whence I engaged her to accompany me in 
this, foolifh expedition^ L heard a rufling of the 
leaves at a fmall diflance, when my neart 
fuddenly leaped with joy at the thought, of 
having found again my friend : but I was quite - 
miilakens for inflead of her, a young man 
appeared from amidft the boughs, HEIe came to 
me with an air of refpefl, . But I fiiall' 

forbear giving.a defcription of his perfon, till I 
can give you that of. his mind, and that muft 
not be till I know him better^i which I hope 
will not be long. However,. L muft. tell 
^ you, that I- believe it was the lamt who had 
a few minutes before fo agreeably engaged my 
attention. He no fboner came up, to me, than 
he obferved the diforder of my countenance, 
,which in a moment was imprinted upoa.'hls 
\irhen making m& a lovi? bovir. May I prefume. 
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to afky Madam, faid he, with a trembling voices 
and a moft expreffive look, what it is that 
dircompofcs you ? Are you alone ? Yes, Sir, 
returned I, I have loft my companion, a young 
lady, who, I imagine, is in equal pain to find 
me. Well, Madam, replied he, with an 
ingenuous look, .might I hope that you would 
put yourfelf under the protedion of a ftranger^^ 
I would gladly offer my fervlce to wait upon 
you, till you rejoin the lady. Here fie 
glanced his eyes upon me as if to anticipate my 
anfwer ; but immediately caft them down t<^ 
the ground, and I think a figh efcaped him. 

Though I was under no apprehenfion as- 
to the behaviour of this young gentleman, yet 
I could not help hefitating a little to confider 
what anfwer I fliould make him. I was- 
apprehenfive, that fhould my coufm find me in 
his, company, flie might think I avoided her 
with defign ; and this might poffibly not onljr 
difguft her, but give her fome thoughts to my 
prejudice. Befides, in the opinion of the world, 
it might not be thought decent for me to be 
found fo early, and in fuch a retired place, with 
a man whom I had never feen before ; to 
whofe charaSer 1 muft confefe myfelf an utter 
ftranger. But thefe reflexions would doubtlefs * 
l^e given way to my. inclinations^ had not the* 

yCHing^ 
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young gentlemaii, perceiving that! continued^ 
fi]ent, refumed : I fee, Madam, you are afraid 
of trufting yourfelf with me ; I cannot blame 
your caution, and will therefore leave you, in 
order to feek the lady whofe abfence feems ta 
give you fome pain ; and fhall think myfelf 
very happy, if my endeavours (hould rcftore 
your quiet. This is a very obliging propofal. 
Sir, returned I ; and I gladly take you at your 
word ', mean while I will wait here to learn* 
your fucceis : but I am afhamed to give you 
this trouble. I have no other trouble. Madam, 
returned he, than in feparating myfclf from 
you. But I ought not to complain, fince it is 
to ferve you* 

Herb he retired ; but had not been gone 
k)ng before I faw him return with precipitation, 
when be told me that he faw a~ lady walking- 
down the hill, on which I permittedhim to^ 
condu(£l me out of the wood, took my leave 
of him, and prefently rejoined her* 

Amelia was too angry with me to forbear 
reproaching me for the uneafinefs I had given 
ber, though fhe exprefled her refentment in 
the moft obliging terms; but was fbon pacified 
when (hie found it was done without defign,. 
and I had been equally troubled on her aca>unt»' 
And indeed my uneafinefs had been a fufficient 

puniihrntot 



i6 Felicia to Charlotte. 



punifbment for my indifcretion. * ^ » Bat 

Thave troubled you too long with things of no 
confequcnce, and will only add that we mad^ 
hafle to our coach , and were drove home to 
breakfaft. 

Pray give my rei{>e£b where duc» aijd da 
me the juftice to think me,. 

Dear Charlotte^ 

Thijmcere/i and 

moft affedftmateofycur Fr tends i^ 

Eeljcia;- 



LETTER HI. 

WELL,, well, rtiy dear, you may be as 
merry as you will with xhy romantic 
adventure, as you are pleafed to call it,- 
I do not wonder at your laaghihg at me ; for L 
had penetration enough to forefee it j however, 
that could not prevent my giving you a faithful 
account of this extraordinary ramble ; for I 
had rather ypu ftiould be a little merry at my 
expence, than I be fuch a rebel ta friendflSip, 
as to conceal any of my pleafures or pains itom 
you. But if what I related in my laft may 
appear too trifling to dcferve your notice, Tdo 

notJ 
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B»t doubt but I fhall foon attone for the troublo 
I have given you in reading it, by deicribing 
(ceAes more interefting. 

The perfon you are pleafed, in the gaiety, 
of your heart, to call fome fylvan deity, who . 
you fuppofe inhabits the inchanting groves, tho 
Arcadian fcenes you (ay I have defcribed, is a 
mere earthly being, as very a mortal as you or 
I ; and the native beauties of this rural retreat, 
notwithftanding what you are pleafed to in« 
finuate. to the contrary, are fo far fron> being 
heightened by my defcrlption, that were you 
with me, you would hardly think I had done 
them juflice. But while you are attradled by 
the charms of your young admirer's drefs and 
(plendid equipage, and dazzled with the gaiety 
of a court, no wonder you think thefe humbler 
icenes, thefe innocent and fimple charms which 
pleafe me, are almoft wholly fiflitious,. and 
little elfe but the invention of a luxuriant 
fancy,— —fa fort of fairy-land that exifts.no 
where but in my own imagination. 

-I SAW the amiable youth I am now to 
defcribe to you at church laft funday. The 
moment I caft my eyes upon him, I obferved 
his fixed upon me ; and to make an ingenuous 
confefgon, I felt my heart inftantly flutter with 
a very agree^bl^ emotion* I had for feverai 

dayjs 



i8 Felicia to ChahlottipJ 

days longed to fee him, and could not no^' 
help feeling a fccret joy, at finding my wiihes 
granted. But I obferved at the fame time 
that he was in no danger of appearing fmgular 
hy the regards he caft upon me ; for as I was 
the gayeft lady in the whole affembly, everjr 
body, as foon as I arofe up, inceilantly gazed 
at me. When the fervice was OTtr, I grew 
impatient to know If he would (peak to me ; I 
fancied he would, at leafl I wi&ed it. Z Taw 
him wait at the door > ■ I faw it with 

pleafure, and went out with my aunt and 
coufins, filled with a formidable idea of his 
perfiedions* But how was I mortified, when 
after having addrelled himfelf to my aunt and 
her daughters, and paid them fome civil- 
compliments, he took his leave, only making 
me a low bow, even without opening his lips 
to me« 

Could any thing,. Madam, be more 
provoking than this bdiaviour ? Not that I wa» 
in love with him (at leaft I was refolved not tcy 
think I was) — but to fee him fo ihfcnfible 
of my attractions? — .— intollerable -*— — not 
to Uy one civil thing to me ! — • what 
ftupidity ! ■ if I had been ever fo ugly, 

he could have done no more. ' ' But 
Iiowever aukward this fit of refentment rnzjr 

appear 
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appear in me, efpeciaUy while I declare that I 
have my heart in my own pofleffion, yet I had 
in reality fbme reafon for it. There i$ 
certainly a pleafure in thinking our felves beloved 
by amanof fenfe; and if I was not aduaUy 
in love, I had a very great ambition of making 
him fo. He would have been a moft agreeabk 
coiiqueft, and I fliould doubtlefi have thought 
his addrefles a greater honour than thofe of 4 
thoufand coxcombs. 

The next day, however, I had the j^leafure of 
feeing him at my aunt's, and could not help 
flatterii^. myfelf that I was the caufe of hi« 
vifit. We had juft dined, and Amelia, having 
taken up one of the volumes of the Spe&tor, 
was reading the affefling fiory of Inde and 
Yarico, when, he entered the parlour, and 
paying us fome compliments, feated himfel^ 
near the door, deilring at the fame time that 
be might not interrupt our entertainment. As 
my coufin had been ufed to treat him with all 
imaginable freedom, {he concluded her ftory, 
and we entered upon a converfation on the 
nature of ingratitude ; a fubjedl that afforded 
the young gentleman a happy opportunity o( 
difcoverbg the delicacy of his fentiments. Hb 
faid a thoufand things equally entertaining and 

inftrufHvea and enlivened his difcourfe witlv 

abundance 
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abundance of tender, generous and manl)^ 
thoughts: but at liaft my aunt being called 
out of the room, her daughters foon followed* 
her. I was now in the moft defirable fituation, 
and began to prepare myfelf for hearing a- 
Converiation infinitely more interefting^ But 
bow great, how inconceivable wasmy fdrpiife 
to find the perfon who a minute before 
entertfuned us with fuch elegance of thou^r 
and expreffion,. inflantly become fpeechlefs< 
After fixing his eyes upon me for fomethnet 
he arofe, and widi an air that expreiled a* 
tender diffidence changed his feat, and fat near 
fne ; but ftill continued filent. His eyes, wbicif 
had a remarkable languor, and a pleafing^ 
lbftneis> were ftill fixed upon me ; but I no 
fooner met his glances, than with a difordered 
look he caft them to the floor. I endeavoured 
tn vain to refume the converfation ; he replied* 
with fuch a tender diffidence as would not fufFer 
him to proceed. His words fidtered on his 
Kps, and were uttered with fo much confufion, 
that it waa.not diflScult to obferve the ftruggle 
he had' with his heart, and^ the pleafing Iburce 
of his embarafiment. 

Ah ! Madam, could I defire a more 
agreeable triumph? Yout perhaps, had^' yoit 
teen in my place^ would have laughed heaitSy 

at 
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at feeing him look fiUy^; would have ridiculejl 
this fofcnefe of fou], and with your ufual 
fprighdinefs have diverted yourfelf, at beholding 
a man fo over-awed by your charms, as to give 
fuch prooft of his weaknefs before you. And 
indeed can any thing more agreeably flatter our 
vanity^ or give us a higher opinion of our own 
attra£iions, than to fee them make a fool 
of good ienle, and ftrike eloquence itfelf 
dumb ? But alas ! I found myfelf tittle difpofed 
to afTume any fuch airs of barbarous gaiety. 
I was not much lefs weak than he, and could 
not help pitying as well as blaming that modeft 
diffidence which gave him fuch pain ; but this 
was a pity that was attended with a moft 
exqui(ite.pleafure ; nor could I indeed have felt a 
greater at feeing him at my feet, had he even 
afiumed the buikin, and entertained me with 
all the lofty and melting language of a hero in 
tragedy. Not all the paffionate rants of a lover, 
who would perfuade me to the folly of believing 
he was dying at my feet, and that his fate' 
depended upon my fmiles or frowns, could 
haVe given me half the proofs of a fincere 
paffion that I now received. ^ 

As I promtfed to give you fome idea of his 

perfedJons, I will endeavour to do it now ; 

bis filence left me at full liberty to examine his 

^ perfon. 
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rperfoH) and I made ufe of this opportunity of 
doing it with the utmoft freedom, and therefore 
without the leaft flatttry I (hall give you his 
portrait as follows : 

You muft khow then, that be is about 

twenty ; and as to his ftatufe, not much taller 

than I am : which, by the way, is much too 

(hort for the hero Of a romance, -who ought 

at leaft to be fix feet high* His complexion 

'is lively ; his eyes blue and fparkling, and (b 

^very cxpreffive, that they fcem to difcover in 

^he ftrongeft manner all the fenfations of his 

heart. A hieart that I believe would be a great 

^loofer, bad it not fo true an interpreter to 

render all its emotions vifible; fince in his 

open countenance is painted an ingenuous 

honefty ; the mofl lively traces of all t}»t is 

humane, friendly and benevolent, mixed with 

an engaging roodefty and fimplicity of manners. 

His hair (for be is fo unpolite as not to wear a 

wig) is of a dark brunette, and hangs in 

natural curls, which juft touch his fhoulders^ 

As to his thoughts, they feem bent on the 

improvement of his mind; and the love of 

truth and virtue (antiquated perfections !) are 

fo deeply in^preflcd there, that he fecms to 

have very litde idea of thofe fancied charms, 

thofe fafhionablf accompliflunents, which are 

z ncccflarj 
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neceflary to form the chaura£{er of the fine 
gentleman. Nay, the aukward creature does . 
not appear to have the leaift notion of the art 
of handling a fnuff-box with a grace ; does not 
even know how to murder the reputation of 
thofe who are abfent, or flatter thoTe that are 
prefent. And though he feems vety affiduous 
to pleafe me, he has not, I can tell you, had 
the complaifance to let me know that he 
thinks I have more charms than bis old grand-* 
.mother. 

You havenoW) my dear Charlotte, aright 

to form what judgment you pleafe upon the 

..pi£l;ure I have drawn. The modeft ruflicity of 

iny fpark, fo very different from the confident 

addreffes of the town beaux, muft make him 

Seem a very odd fort of a creature to you, who 

are fo ufed to hear yourfelf praifed in lofty 

-ftrains, that you will perhaps be furprifed that 

there Ihould be any other way of touching the 

heart. But for my part, howeverridiculous 

his behaviour may appear to you, I cannot help 

.telling you, that I found myfelf exceedingly 

moved with that tender diffidence, and melting 

confufion, which, in fpight of himfelf, difcovered 

what I am perfuaded he would very gladly have 

^concealed. His filence itfelf, added to the 

ieveral tsakx «motiOA8 I obfervdi in his 

.countenance^ 
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LETTER 17. 

Dear Charlotte, 

IDON*T think there is any occafionto 
make an apology for fending you this (b 
foon after my laft, though I have not yet 
received an anfwer to it. I know you are 
always glad to hear from me, and therefore 
without ceremony T follow the didbtes of my 
heart, which lead me to communicate every 
thing to" you, that I have reafon to flatter 
myfelf will he an agreeable amufement. 

A F£w days ago my aunt having engaged 
to fpend a day or two with an elderly gentleman 
and lady, who live at a village a few mjles 
diftant from our houfe, they made me one 
of the party, and we accordingly fet out in 
the coach as foon as we had drank tea. The 
old gentleman who expeded us, met us with 
his pipe in his mouth, and in an agreeable 
friendly manner, paid us the compliments of 
his, houfe before we arrived at it ; and then 
conduced us home, fmoaking all the way at 
the coach door. As foon as we entered his 
houfe, the unreferved behaviour of thefe old 
people rendered their company very diverting. 
The old 'fquire enlivened the converfation with 

C abundance 
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;abundanceof merryilories, which his humouroitt 
;and pleafant manner rendered v^]y diverting. 
*But the worft part of our entertainment 
.confided in our being ob^ged. fep .bm:. with 
uthe impertinence, .of ax^ ^ old . O^ic^R; hiji ^ 
fgcntleman's fiftcr, who pyt ojf apj-affi^iQ^ioB 
.^of extraordinary piety and pr-udj^CQ^ joined 
to an aukward a}r of over-ftrajncd nwdefty, 
affuined ai> authority th^tma^^^q^. per£e(^y 
•xidiculpus. You neve^f, iii all yo^r.JJtf^,.^ I diare. 
fay, behplcj fo. C9,9;ipl^(;e a prudf./^Si\(jwojuld 
infinuate that there \^a^ a dpuh]/? ^n^ing in 
the moft innocent expreiSons^ and would 
frequently fet us i^pon fearching for an indecent 
thought, wh^re^ I dare fay, nope, but herfelf 
ever had any. This wgs the 9.CD"6>r of the 
company, frpm whom our faj^etipus. friend- 
often met with a marp reprimand.. ,Fie» 
fie^ would ihe frequently cry, inteirupt.ing 
bim, toffing up h?r head, and giving him a 
look of fupercifiou^ difdain^ I prote^ you make 
me blufh. This is quite Intqflerable. . ■A;?d 
the next minute flie would add/Faudi !• I vow 
I cannot byar to hear your beaftly fmut. Really 
yo]Li will oblige me to leave the room. Byt 
the beft of it was, that this gentleman's 
<»bfcenrty was Jike fome people's wit, with 
•^16 difFerpace only, that as iio body.c|an fee. 

that 
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ths^ but AemMveSy fo none of the company 
could find him guilty of a want of decency ^ 
but this experienced maid. Befides, her' 
comments were a hundred times worfe than 
the text. She muft certainly have a moft 
fruitful invention, as well as a very unchafte 
caft of mmd^ or dfe» I think it hardly poffible 
that (he (hould be fo very intelligent in .things, 
which it is the greateft glory of ladies in our 
circumftances not to undcrftand. Modefly is 
the difUnguiihing virtue of our fex ; nor can a 
gentleman violate it in our prefence, without 
being guihy of an unpardonable f udenefs s but 
this virtue will never teach us to torture words 
and fylbbles to make them (peak a ienfe whiph 
the fpeaker had not the leaft idea of* This 
would be to aA entirely inconfiflent with that 
love of decency we make pretenfions to. 

But to return to our prude. You would 
have laughed to hear her (while with an air of 
the moft ridiculous affectation ihe drew up 
her mouth) exprefs her averfion for the nafty 
filthy creatures, the men. She is furprifed 
that our fex can be fo imprudent as to marry. 
And though ihe has had the greateft and moft 
advantageous offers, (which, hy the way, her 
irnall remains of beauty and fenfe would Aot 
tempt one to/believe) (he could never be 

C a prevailed 
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prevailed upon fQ much as ta think witk 
^tience on the nafty odious things. 

Severe as this Jady was upon the old 
^entlemai^y he was not much behind her in hb 
replies, in which he rallied her lb agreeably, 
that I could almoft forgive her impertinence 
on account of the .pleafant remarks it 
4:)ccartoned. 

As ibon as dinner was over, (he began' 
with a fevere cenfuxe upon the weaknels and 
depravity of human nature, which opened 
•the way for abundance of devout fcandal and 
|)ious defamation. And as this gave hef a 
happy QCizarion of mentioning, by way of 
/illuftratigq, the teal or imaginary vices of her 
neignoourbood^ (be feemed to talk on this 
<ubje£t with an unufual fatirfa^on. Her 
jmmacuUte foul triumphed over the crimes of 
the multitude, ;uid jnade her look ^own upon 
them with a facred indignation. Every foible' 
was rcprcfentcd in -the moft glaring light, anrf' 
a reafon given for all the accidents which had 
happened within her notice. Elated with the 
jnoft pompous ideas of beV own fpotlefs virtue, 
(he pretended to know, why one was thrown 
ftotn his horfe, why another was robbed, or 
another dangeroufly ill of a fever, and pointed 
4DUt the refpedive crimes which were the caufe 

of 
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if each difafter; while her misfortunes, on the 
contrary, were only the trials of an indulgent 
providence. What an admirable artifice to 
extinguifh the generous impreflionsof humanity^ 
and to render the heart infenfible to pity ! to 
blot out all the traces of the deity, and damp 
the brute on the reafonable foul f But what, if 
poffible^ added to the cruelty and inhumanity 
of her itanders was, her indirect infinuationrr 
artfully mixed with a pretended air of 
friejidfliip, which .were a greater infult on 
thofe ihe afperfed, than her more opdV 
inve<Sive9. Alas ! cried flie with a flgb, wha^ 
would think that mysdear friend" — — * I 
V^on't mention her name »— — my regard 
for her will not fufFer me to do that ■ 



but fhe does not live many doors from 
I fay, who would think that fo fine a lady» 
^ith fuch a modeft and artle!s look, was nor 
as perfC'Si in her viftue, as (he is in the 
fymmetry of her perfon. But I am glad (he 
has kept her folly to herfelf; and indeed atn- 
too much her friend ever to divulge it. I have 
heard, indeed, a little whifper ■ ■ ■ but no 
matter what they fay of her : I hope it only 
proceeds from malice and ill-nature* ■■■ ■■ O 
fi« ! how can people flander one ano her at 

G 3 fiits 
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this rate; to be fure it Is very wicked of 
them. " " ' ' " 

YeS) doubtleis, Madam, replied the old 
gentleman, interrupting her with a fneer ; wt 
know you are very fenfible of the malignity of 
this crime* Here he winked at my ,aunt, 
(hrugged up his {houlders, and (he proceeded* 
•— Yes, heaven knows flander is my averfion, 
refumed {he^ and I would not for the world 
be guilty of it. What if fhe is not fo flendet 
as (be ufed to be ; ihe may be troubled with 
the dropfy, you know. — — I love to put 
the beft conftru£tion upon every thing* . 

Slender ! Madam, replied our okl friend^ 
fmiling with an air of indignation ; I £iw that 
lady yefterday, and upon my word t never 
beheld a finer Aape, or a more eafy air— — 
I could not help taking particular notice of 
her. How ! Sir, cried (he, with a look that 
expreiTed her difappointment and confufion, I 
am perfuaded you don't know who I mean. 
Yes, Madam, I do, returned he ; and between 
you and I, however you conceal names^ you 
are always fure to point your inve6iives in fuch 
a manner, that nobody can mifiake the perfon 
they are levelled at. This (how of friendflup 
is only a pretence, a fpe'cious artifice to wound 
the deeper. Don't you think, ladies, continued 

he 
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lie turtiing to us, that my fitter with Ker 
V^hite unfuHied virtue muft appear to greats 
advantage, while (he is furrounded hy fuch a^ 
Hatk rfreighboarhdod. How beautiful muft a 
fwad look in the midft of a flock of ravens ! 

SftE ivas^ now as red as fire^ and wa* 
^oubtlefe going to make a fevere reply, wheat 
to my no fmall fatisfaAion, the converfation« 
was diverted "by a gentleman's entering the^ 
tobm^ with a young lady of genteel' appearance,^ 
^nd a pcrfbn- fbtmcd to prepoffefs every 
6ne in her favour. Our good-natured prudc- 
ffecm^ a little confounded at thei^ prefence ;-. 
but foon recovermg herfelf, ran to embrace 
fhe fidy, with fuch an appearance of fincerity, 
iJhat I began to thinii: her more capable of 
(-iendffiip than I 'had before lAiagined ; but 
#6il#'ihe was laViftnhg upoh this tttanger the- 
i)i€ftv ardent ca^fles, and with an e^ccefs of 
€k>mplaifahce, thanking faer for her vifit, my 
aunt tdd ri^, that this was the lady (he had a^ 
mifllif^ Wlbrfe -ib craelly afperfed under the 
charijgter t^fa Titend . 

•^ Alt' "thi^ whae I had not taken notice of 
t*ie gentleman who was brother to this injured^ 
lady; but when became up to us, I was* 
f^fced wilb a ilidden flow of joy at feeing; 
him tite arhiable youth t dtfcrxbed toyou in- 
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oiy lad. But you can't imagine, what an effeSt 
"^this difcovery had upon me : ihe moment I 
caft my eyes upon hisfifler^ and confidered.ber 
as a lady vilely flandered by the perfon who was 
now embracing her, I coufd not, at UrA^ forbe^ 
taking her part againft the prude^ s|nd, b^ing 
highly offended at her hypocrtfy i but now when 
) confidered hct as the fifter of this engaging 
youths for whom I felc fome of the inoft 
lender ientimentSy I ocHjId not hdp regardiog 
her as a monfter, and entering into the injured 
lady's fufferingS) with a very different kiod^f 
indignation* The affroAt Wa^ become muoh 
ttsirtt atid more feiifible than k ,waa befoiiftt 
Atid Indeed, nothing but my regard f«l»|seace 
could have prevented ti^y cf^tl^ningjiery whonfi 
1 now confidered as my, irlend, ag^iaft^ond. 
who could ffab mthsiSmAey aad itiy^ tkr 
perfon (he hugged to her boiomi. . iMioiua, far 
that is the young gjpntlemfui-s oame^^falotai 
my aunt and coufinis with an-w thft,m0ftfi^c 
and engaging j but when he ca^t^. la*, tmr^" 
methoughc a timorous confMliqn^^adQi^%fai^ 
compliments hardly, intelligible. .Haweyer,' he 
took a chair, when the old. 'iqitire witk his- 
ufual freedom cried fimt, at, the. fame time 
taking him by the haty. Well, my young^ 
philofopher> L am heartily glad to^ fee you. 

Hcr« 
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Here is a lad/ ia company has been degrading 
. human nature nrroft tinmercifully \ and h^s 
even afleited that we have all a natural 
ipropenfitj to commtt the biackeft €ri(»e»« 
Ods my Uf*^) if I had been ible to have 
managed an argument againft her on fuch a 
di^ficiilt fubje£fc, I (hould have thought myfelf 
oUi^ to vindicate the honour of my own 
fpedes ; but now you are here, you muS e^e.n 
do it for me. I am not willing tothinkmyfelf 
a villain, nor would I maintain fuch an rll 
opinion of my friends " But have you 

reiblution enough, my boy, to vindicate yocir 
own fentiments when they oppofe thofe of 
the kdies ? 

YfiSr Sky returned he fmiling, when their 
honour is to be Aipported ;. but I hope there 
are none here, that have really fuch unworthy 
thoughta of themfelves and us. For my part, 
eonttinied he, with an air perfectly graceful, 
I think ther^ can^t \t a greater reflefkion on 
the author of nature, on his wifdom and 
goodneft, on hb fpbttefs purity, than this 
opinion, which at once renders man an objef): 
of deteftation and abhortefite, and his creator 
unwortl^ the title of the father of his rational 
icreanon : a title which reflet a -glory vp^^n 
«ur fpecirs, and' whkh Ijpril^s from the mofh 
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refplendent as well as endoariag attribate of 
the deity. 

If we Impartially furvey the fiifi impreffioits 

of nature, and the origin of our paficms, we 

(hall find that all thofe propenfities which aie 

not acquired, are on 'the fide of virtue. The 

mind of the infant no fooner begins to open 

and expand, than he feels the dawn ef reafin : 

the bright radiant^ream of heavenly light pours 

into his foul, and he fees at once the natural 

deformity of fome afiions^ and the native charms 

and intrinficlovdinefs of others. But even before 

reafon can take place, and while thb refplendent 

ray of the deity is txx> glimmering to dired him 

in the paths of truth and virtue, he feels within 

him an internal and moral fenfe, which 

diftinguifhes between virtue and vice, beauty 

and deformity, harmony and difoord* He is 

delighted with ilriking colours ; he is charmed 

with the melting warbling of a weU^touchcd 

inftrument; he is terrified with the te'aying 

of an afs, a fliriek, or a dap of thunder. But 

whence can arife thefe various fenfations of 

pleafure, or of pain ? Whence can fpring 

thefe early ideas of harmony, proportion, and 

beauty, if they arc not founded in the 

conAitutioii of nature, if. there is not an 

internal fenfe, a natural tade by which they 

are 
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ure ijualificd to difccrn them ? Virtue is tlie^ 
mufic of the foul, the harmony of thepafSons ; ^ 
it 19 theorS^) the fymmetry, the interior 
feeairty of the mind^ the fourceof the trucflr^ 
|)ieafurc8, the foantain of the fublimeft and- 
jHoft perfedl happihefs. But let us have recourfe 
to nature, and fee if this is not the cafe. How 
tearly does the little creature feel fcntiments.of 
gratitude in return for the tender care of its 
nuffe! How early is it intendered by the • 
fecial affeftions of pity and coitipaffion ! And 
how pleafingly does every natural gufliof foft 
zSt&ion fwell its breaft and pour from it's 
pretty eyes ! ■ ■■ • ■ But why docs it experience 
thefe tender feelings of the foul ? For what * 
reafon does the untaught mind ftart back from 
fpeftacles of violence and horror? Why is it 
moved with pity ? Why is it (hocked and ^ 
wounded ? Why does it bleed at miferies in . 
which itfelf has no immediate concern ? Is it* 
not becaufe it is naturally virtuous, naturally . 
companionate and fympathizing ? 

What a delightful reprefentatioiii cried 
Amelia with an expreflive fmile, have you 
given us of human nature ! How very different 
from thofe gloomy difcourfes we daily hear of 
the wretdhcdnefs and deformity of all the race 
of Adam ! Too many of our clergy fee m to 
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take a peculiar pkaiure in dc^mdiog mankind^ 

as if they thought there was no other way of 

exalting the deity, thaaby debafinghliofispong: 

and this they do by repreientii^ us as born in 

guilt, and naturally incapable of perforoiiag 

the lead a^ion eicher virtuous in itfelf, or 

acceptable to our maker. It is very true, 

replied my aunt^ but in my .optnioatnothing' 

can he more injurious to the caufe of ytrtue, 

than fuch falfe. repref^ntations. For . my part^ 

as I have carefully attended to the afBons and 

behaviour of childretn, in their moft early 

infancy^ I can fay from epcperienc^ that I 

have never beheld tbeleaft traces of thb natural 

turpitude which is the fubjetS of fa many 

pompous harangues i but as I ca^i't be fuppofed 

to have carried my refle£Uons of this kind fo 

far as Lucius, who I find has made this fubjed 

his fludy, I ihall defire him. to run through the 

moft particular of thofevices, which are fap{x>fed 

to lurk in our hear:s^ in order to Ihew that they 

.Iiave no real exigence in the conilitution 

of our nature. But what you have faid, Sir^ 

added i[he> addrefTing herfelf to Lucius, brings 

to my mind a circumftance^which may further 

illufirate your opinion of -the moral fenfe, and 

prove by a familiar inftahce,. that it is really 

fotmded in nature, and not ttierely a plaufihle 

reprcfentatic^ 
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i-epitfentation of ^hat we onfyvnih tote* true. 
But :nat to keep you i^y W^ in fufpenfe ; 
fome years agi^is^J.w^at'Work tn my parlour 
next the hall, J Was ^ia^tmtd at hearing fome 
body fa}l dowh ftatrs, and my daughter Polly 
giving a ihriek at the fame time, I ran irt 
a terrible fright to affift my child. But with 
^Imt furprife was i feized to fee, inftead of her, 
a young man vdiom I had entertained the day 
before lying upon the floor, wh6 ardfe the 
moment i entered the hall* The dear Uttfe 
creature, who had been the inftant before at 
play, flood fpeechlefs; ihe was flruck with 
companion ; her Ijps were pale, her cheeks 
were wet with tears, her joints trembled. 
I preffed her to tell me what was the matter, 
but tould obtain no other anfwer than, 7%e 
man! the man! In (hort, her whole ibul was 
in iiichan agony, that tt was a long time before 
I brought her to ^erfclf ♦. This ftor)' I aflur6 

you 

* Though this ftory, however well atufled, may appear, 
very trifling to the inconfideratc part of mankind, yet it if 
rc^diy of confluence, fince it fcems at leail to prove that 
the dodiine of the moral £:n£e, has its foundation not lit 
"wild chimeras^ but in nature itfelf. Some very ingenioui^ 
gentlemen have endeavoured to prove^ that the emptioo we 
feel at feeing a miferable 6bje£(, has its rife from £elf-love j 
and proceeds duly ffom t)!sr being faddenly led to pPc^ 

curfelvek 
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yott is fad, and I would defire this lady, if (he 
oin, to account for tfak tender flow of bene- 
vo]enoe and compiffion in a chitd of three years 
oU : an age in which (he herlelf muft allow, 
that reaibn could have nalhare in the emotions 
of her heart:. - 

ReailY) Madslm, replied the religious 
prude, in a peevifii tone, I am aftoniflied to 
hear you. I thought you had b^en more 
DTtbodoic than to afTert fuch ftrange opkiionsi» 
I am forry to fee that your fondnefe for your 
child has fuch an unhappy effed, as to fliut 
your eyes againll the truths of our religion. 
I will warrant you now you don't believe 
original fin.^——*— Don't we fee every. where 

ewrfelves in the circumftancel of the diftrelfed perfon. But 
can it be fuppofed^ th;it a child^ who has hardly any other 
idea% than thofe prefented by its fenfes, at an age when the 
little creature is incapable of expreffing its thoughts in -words, 
and when it can lifp out but a few<4>f its perceptions ; can it be 
fuppofed^ I fay, thait a child in thefe circumftances, can be 
thus capable of transferring itfelf, in idea, into the condition 
of another, and then drawing confequences from this ad 
of the mind ? This is very unlike their way of reafbning 

in all other cafes But after all, the ftory itfelf may be 

regarded as a fiflion, though 1 am aflured it is not ; however, . 
if any one will take thd pains carefully to examine the 
1>ehaviour of children on fuch occafions, they Will find reaibii ■ 
enough ifrom their dwn experience to coafirm the above 
Argument. 7<t* Edx^o*. 
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the perverfenefs of chiich^n ? But to be fui^ 

you won't fee it you don't kftow that 

they are given to lying, pride, and every vice 
' they are capable of committing. One would . 
think that experience. alone would be fufficient 
to let UB fee that they are naturally wicked. 
Alas ! continued 6^ wth a rtdiculons whine, 
and at the fame time Ihaking her head, thefe 
are proud thoughts 5 it is but too true, that out- 
nature is fadly depraved, and that we arc na- 
turally inclined to all manner of debauchery. 
- You muft permit me, Madam, to diflent 
fcom your opinion, replied the engaging Lucius 
with a fmile, and I think I am able to prove 
that nature, who has fo early prejudiced the 
foul on the fide of virtue, has not thrown in 
amongft her fevours any of thofe baleful 
ingredients you mention. We receive nothing 
from the hands of the fupreme being which is 

not like himfelf, perfeftly good.^ Nothing 

that he might not communicate confiftent with 
Jiis infinite benevolence ; and therefore all I 
'can grant is, that this moral fenfe, like the light 
9f rcafon, is not in every one e^uai/y ftrong, 
refined and delicate, though it is in all capable 
of direSing to the purfuit of what ts amiable 
and praife-worthy. As to the perverfenefs of 
children, their lying, pride, and whatever el fe 

you 
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you are pleafed to lay to dieir diarge, tfaey are 
eafily accounted for. They have not only ill 
examples, but are taught to be vicious. Pains 
are taken to make them fo; and ^he fond 
mother without defigUi a6)$ as if flie laboured 
to erafe out.of its miod the pure hnpreffionsof 
nature *• But I ftall leave this Myjt&i aftd 

endeavour 

* Tms judicioas Mr. Locke confiders this fubjeft ia a 
very particular manner. ** If wc look into the tomnoon 
'' management of chil4ren^ (ajt he, we Aall have reafon to 
'' wonder, that there are any footftept of virtue left lA du 
** world. What vice can be named which parents do not feafoa 
** them with, and drop into them the feeds of, as foon as they 
ti arc capable to xoceive them? I don*t mean by the 
<' examples they give, which is encouragement enough ; 
<< but that which I would Uke notice of here> is, the 
(' downri^t ts aching them v'ce.*—- -Crft/r me a ^/dw, 
" andlwU heat him, is a ieflbn which rooft children every 
*' day hear ;** this naturally fixes in their minds principles 
of revenge. — — '' They are taught to be ^ud of their 
<< cbaths long before they put them on>** and to iceat 
with c«ntempt and infolence ail who are not io well drefltd 
as they : by which they render their hearts obdurate^ fuid 
root out their inatorai fejitiments of pity. " I^'og and 
<( equivocations are put into the mouths of young people^ 
" and commended in children, whilft they are for their 
«. parentis -advantage.** Their minds are cnertrated 1^ 
flattery, and luxury of every kind. '' Is my young mtfidlr 
** a littk out of order, the ^ueftion is, ^itf/ ^U Myi d«^ 
« eatf IVbai fiall I get far thee T Every body*s snvcntjoii 
^< is fet on work to find out fotnething lulcicvs and delicate 
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-en<icayour toprpvc. that the fesceial vices hii td 
*our charge, have not^Qir foui^e from nature^ 
. . Avae;,c^a lyitbattat^blad^attendto^^ k 
tonfeQedly a. crime >of/oRvage, aiul'feldom 
arriv/e^, at maturity till accompanied with grej^ 
hairs. »Nior-Can it have the leaft 'foundation irt 
ih^^conf^itution ^f our.fiaoa^, fmce it can only 
be completed by time, and a conftant v^rai: with 
ourfelves. Every objefl of real mifery, 6vcry 
iftftanceof virtue in diflicfs^ demands ourrehcf 
with fucjji a .forcible, elofluence^ that, we ar« 
obliged ta ftruggle with Ottirfidved tn order io 
fupptefs .6ur rifing C0inpaffi6ft. The' natural 

'' tftotlgh to pret^lil OVet that mhi tt djJf ctlle, Whlcli lUWM 

V Jill. wif«ty df^kted In the l»e|iftftlftt l»f MAetefen ti 

V lurevti^t iheir ijiiNiAu«^»«Hc hit^ thi «i^ o^>^ f^ 
" Ufort he ^ould /peak or go J. he had the mJid*ry«)f hll 
*♦ ^rtaii ever fince he tould prattle } and uhy noW hi 
" i5 fettjwn^p, and Is ftrcftger and ^ifer than he ^» thelb 
*' in»ft he be rcilraincd and curbed >— -If ha defitei 
'< carry him to wine aad women,. they ai* objeas at foitabld 
*^ to the.longi»g of one. of more years,, as wha t he cried for 
** when little, were to the inclinations of a child.'* See 
Lifcke m M'tiueatfoK,* fffge''i\-^'j\,6. IBut imiumcrable are 
the methods ttf AaMUng vic^-into the tiexililedmDd of the 
iofynt., Theit.rpwarda render them InoortigibJy obftinate^ 
tbclr punifliments make ippreflions never to be erafed. The 
hobgobiin is ever after a fubjeft of terror, and the poar 
tnikaffy wretfB, who was ft tait thtm axvay when thty were 
tpflughty, haa . *ied t^j^ly a coftteoipt ^adjaverfioo foe olje^ 
cf mifery and diftwfs, T^ Editor, , . . . 

feelings 
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Jeelings of die heart, :wfakb on HMk occafion^ 
proo^^t every a»n to pity, can't be eraied 
without a degree of iUf-dtblfial ; a violence 
to reaf6ii$ a wltoie toLoUl the Jrethains of 
humanhy^ . ' - ^'-^^ 

As to kwdaefs, natore ihiM uttdriy difdaim 
it.> . What BMti that has tfhe lead remains 

of generofity, the. leaft ifxXt of pity, would 
not fliudder at tfa^ thought of 'betraying the 
lovely mnocent to guik^ 'aad Ihat^e^ and 
infiimy ?. What . many thae has^ not loft- all the 
fenfe and andetttawding of i mt\ all the fofc 
and noUeimpreffiMi^^f humanity^ ^nd v^fao 
was one ftep above a brute, would hefitate for 
a momf At whether he ihould hudle or indi«lgft 
an inclinatianv when the*ditailful confeqttence 
litrs fe plainly before Rhtt ''^> ■' w hferemifcry^ 
Inevitable mifery, nioft attend the'' partner of' 
bis. pleafures ? - . -^ : . - 

But this IB notatti we have rtot only a 
moral fenlfe, but a paffion adapted to reftraln 
our d^fires^ and reduce thein withia .proper 
bpi^s: a paffiocK. foiled to iofcen and^dbrm 
our minds, by inrpirirtg the tehdetefr, riioft 
noble and delicate fentimehfs. Here, giving me 
a look, he colourisd, and at the fame time 
fii^red a^figh-tO'Cfcape him ; hut ithftitdhite!/ 
endeavouring to tecovelr hiflifetf from *fiis 
i Mnfufloni 
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6onfufton, ivhtch he fltove in vtm to concea)^, 
be reftitne d ■ ■■ ' fa ot the force of late aIitM>ft 
every one has experienced. — -**— A)t, «y, 
cried the old gentteoran latighiixg ; ^nd I donit 
queftion but every one htrt has. felt its fi^v^ 
For my part^ when I v^as a y^uvi% mail, I Wffi 
a perfe£l enamorato. Was yon fo ? cvied thfe 
old maid, therefore becaufe you AVbuei fuch 
a fool, you muft thinks to he fure, that Iliavfc 
been fo too. No, Bir, I afiure yon I was nftv«r 
gtt'tlty x>f that weakneA. If love, Madsm^ 
IS a weakiieft, replied Lucius with fomt 
warmth, it is at lead the nobleft weakneft wt 
are liable to* Love refines and humaniaces the 
toitid, gives a delicacy to. our coActptions^ 
and renders us incapable of injufing, even in 
thought) the dear objeA of our foft afieiftions. 
And) in finC) is a.nobk counterpoife tothofe 
defires whicfa providence has wifely given us^. 
as it is direfUy calculated to paevent tfaeir 
carrying us beyond the bounds of reaibn and 
virtue. So the pleaiing ties of friendfiiip, mutual 
afTeflion and public* (piritednefs, whofe charms 
are almoft univerfally felt, are an additional 
guard againft our degenerating into bafe, mer* 
cenary., and felAfli animals. 

But as we have all thefeifarong incitements 
to virtue, it may be^aikcd) Why ilhere is fucb 

X. 
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a great degree of vice in the World ? t anfwe^ 
that it is owing to education ; the continual 
temptation of prefent and fenfible objefls^ and 
the powerful force of example. Thefe fufpend 
the generous and kilkdly tmpreflions of huma* 
titty^ petrify the tender heart, and make us 
(hut our eyes and ears to pity* 

Herb our old friend, who for fbme time 
feemed lofl in the pleafure this converfation 
had given himi finding -Lucius bad done, 
arofe -up in a kind of extafy, wheri holding 
his pipe in his haiidi he c^ied out in a thcatricsl 
tone: 

4 • 

tf^0 an fy Mtiifi vhimiiit If ruttuNfi/i and 

^T$U/e0> paffioHi chill put young afeahns^ 
AndfrtiXM ths tender heart to ley hardnefs: 
No mort'difirejid virtue fvoells ourhreajls j 
No more we meb at others wants^ and feel 
Tirfe foreign cates with painful friendly fmari 
And f oft cempajjion. The inward JhuggL ei^erj 
The €0nqueji gained by the dire fury ^ vice^ 
With Meducaan power we*re changed tojlone^ 
To lifeltfsy fenfelefsjione, ' " '■ ■ 

Hbii£, in the height of bis rhapfody, be 
ficuck bis pipe againft the table^ with a violencftij 

thatJ 
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th^t made it fly into twenty pieces. The 
oddnefs of this whimfical behaviour made us- 
immediately burft out a laughing, and in a 
moment difperfed that thoughtful air that our 
long attention to this grave difcourfe had fpread 
over our faces* * . 

§ 

I don't Jknow, my dear Charlotte^ what- 
idea this xonverra.tion will give you of this 
amiable youth.; nor .can I tell how you writ 
like his fentiaients; bujt this I am fureof^ that' 
you are very much obliged to me for being at 
all this pains in tranfcribing, what perhaps only 
my efteem for the fpeaker made me fan^ : 
'Ibmething curious ; tho' you perhaps may think 
it hardly worth your , notice, . You imagine 
now that I have got a very extraordinary 
jnemory; but to be fincere, I have done little 
^nore than tranfcrlbe what my aunt prevailed 
upon Lucius to give her afterwards in 
writing upon the fufbjeAj which he might 
rafily recoiled): as he wias the chief ipexkcr^ and 
the fentiments entirely hisownu^ 

But all this,,while I had no opportunity 
ef d nnoment^s feparate converfttioA with this 
engaging young gentleman s my heart longed to 
be entertained with a more interefiing fubjedt; 
Si fubje£i that would ^ve be0n infinitely more 
(delightful to. me^ .Am <he mo(b refined • 

fpeculations. 
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fpcculations» though accoospanied with all me 
^arms of eloquence, all the ftf tking graces 
which attended his manner of expreffing 
himfelf. And I freely confeft that I couM not 
help thinking htm- a litd^ tecKous, though my 
reafon alTtnted to every thing he faid. But 
when he ha<l done, the. appiaufe that* was 
given hln by almoft all the company, fo 
agreeaUy flaMercd. my efleem, or if you infift 
iifkon it,. I will fay my laviy that I never 
experienced . half the delight it gav^ me, when 
in my vaineft moments I have liftened to the 
^^ttering praifes: of my. admirers. But it is 
time to QOAclude this long letter, and therefore 
I ihall only, add, that I am^ 

Tours^ &c. 

FfiXIClA. 
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My DEAH Charlotte, 

Ho W inimitably |u:etty is your way of 
raillery! I could not read 'your letter 
w:ithout breaking off at leaft half a dozen times 
to laugh at your whimiical conceits. But 
ibQwever, you are never likely to fee my {p^xk 



•in lavtfn fleev^s, tboi^gh youi % thene needs 
little nlore than for h^m tp mount the voftrum. 
tfi obtain them. t-*-^WJti^ ligfOtlBfqtteiigure 
l^^vc ypu. drawjil of ao'pipifigi dca^reg^ian. 
liikntng ^ fai3 veioe), ^|e'(be foul of mufic. 
4vtrclls. u{K>n his tongue^ and atl the ladies^ 
-cfaarnsed with bis Anking accents, furrender 
up their .hearts, as I do, to the inchanting force 
oi plqifing ro.uQd3} ap4 gr¥9^fyl aSion. Was 
tj^^t the caie, I am of y^ur mind, that amidft 
A^h a nvimb^r,<^ comt^elitOr^ I might ftrive 
jQ vain to charm hi^i.; and therefore was there 
any. d^ger.of h|> enteri^ into holy, ordtfs, I 
AiQuid certainly ufe all the ioiluence I have 
oyQX him to prevent a ftep that you fay ^vould 
he, fgt dreadfully. f;^tal to my:Own repo£b. Btft 
rai|lery,. aps^rt, I wi^ now return to my 

In tbf3 evepjf^ w@ l^ft aiu merry ho^ttable 
friend, and r^tjarn^d taqnie without Lucius's 
h^viiig VhPStP^^UWy of faying one tender 
things to m 'f fa^t his eyes, h^w^ver, were lefs 
r^r,v;edv and. n>ethojugbt entertained me with 
siJai^uage that 1 could e^fily underfta^d. Ah! 
hpw much I love, cficd U^y, with a foft 
timidity ; at leaft I fancied fe ; whi^l an artlefs^ 
rpaf tiling glance of minfs. in fpite of myfelf, 
Kcplic^^ bf>^^ 9iWb am i ple^d.4j\at ) ou ihould 

do 
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do fo. I know you can't keep your countenance 
at thb mute kind of difeburfe ; but really I am 
perfuaded that k was very intelligible to us 
both, though it was fo precipitate that nobody 
in the room could take nofice of it. Wh/ 
(boukl we difguife Our hearts, and teach oor 
looks a referve that we are far from feeling } 
Thefe little arts fhould never be ufed to a man 
of fenfe, and merit; as for the reif , we ougbt 
to have no care about them. Nor indeed need 
I blufli to own, that this filent intercourfe of 
fouls gave me more pleafure than I ever 
received from any of mj cbnquefts. There is 
fomething noble in charming a youth of fuch 
exalted perfections, and however infenfiUe we 
may be when attacked by the iropertmence of 
a fop) or a coxcomb, it would prove a want 
of the moft laudable ambition not to be elated 
here, where fine fenfe, virtue, and an agreeable 
perfon, are fo charmingly united. 

As foon as we were feated in the coach, my 
aunt and coufins began to be very merry with 
the ridiculous character of the prude, when at 
laft obferving that I forbore joining in their 
converfation, Amelia tapped me haftily on 
the (boulder, What is the matter ? cried ihe 
with a pretty innocent giggle at (eeing me 
flart ; one would be abnoft tempted to think 

yott 
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you in love. Conic, roufc yourfelf out of 
this revery, and let us enjoy the benefit of 
your company. How do you like Lucius? 
Like him! replied I with a bluflij why, 1 
don't know ; pretty well. She is thmking 
perhaps of her friends in town, cried my aunt; 
or is it really this gentleman that employs your 
thoughts f added ihe, addreiSng herfelf to 
me ', Lucius is a very deferving man, and had 
he an eftate any way equal to his merit, I could 
not wi(h you a greater happinefs than to 
have him for a hufband. I was not thinking 
of /a hufband. Madam, replied I, with as 
unconcerned an air as poi&ble ; but has he only 
aimall fortune then ? Pray what is his family i 
I fuppofe you can give me a particular account 
of it ? This was fpoke with an aching heart 
opprefied with fears ', for I could not help being 
alarmed at the very thought of a difparity of 
circumftances ; for though we may have ever 
(b little ambition ourfelves, our friends have 
always a great deal for us, and perhaps are apt 
to carry it a little too for. They do not think 
a5 we do, and are almoft always blind to merit, 
wii^i^ unattended with riches : for as they 
fincerely wifh us every blefling, they cannot 
bear to think of our wanting fo efiential a one 
as that on which depends, in a great meafure, 

D the 
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the reputation, the eafe, the honours of life: ^ 

the mod confpicuous and dazling advantages ! 
My aunt without any hefitation repliedi 
My dear, you are in the right; I have been 
perfedly acquainted with Lucius^ family fot^ 
many years, and am very able to give you their 
hiftory. His father was born to a fmall efiate -, 
but what made thb a real misfortune was, the 
very means Which reduced his patrimony, gave 
him difpofltions which rendered it the more 
difficult to fupport himfelf in the narrow 
bounds that were allotted him. He was edu* 
cated amidft a round of pleafure; he Jaw no- 
thing but luxury and extravagance from his 
moft early infancy. He imbibed the fame d^-* 
fires which had almoft been the ruin of his &• 
ther, and which has Hnce had the fame effed ^ 
with refped to his own family. When he was 
between twenty and thirty, he paid bk addreflb 
to a young lady, who, befides aconfideraU^ for- 
tune and much b^uty, had a fweetnefs of foul, 
which gave a luftre to every other perfection. 
This was (pread over her countenance, and 
appeared perfectly confpicuous in ty&ty loofc 
and every a£lioji>. In fhort, he foon gained 
)^r aiF^Aions, and with the confent of her 
friends married her. Poor woman ! hov^ much 
io I pity h^i ! He no fooner got her fortune ia 

2 hif 
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^is own hands ; but in fpite pf hi^ good fen^e 
(for this muft'he allowed him) he refuoied 
thofe cxpcnfive divcrfionsf which he had beforp 
been obliged to lay afide^ for want of the means 
of fupporting them. The ple^^fures of the bottle, 
liorfe-races, and gaming, have ever fmce taken 
up all his time ; while hi$ poor lady is treated 
with a barbarous co|itempt and infolence ; a 
cruel reward for h^r genprqfity in giving up 
her eftatc to him withput refcrvc. But his fon 
and daughter, far from following his example, 
ihun the cpntagionof his vices as they wonld a 
peftilence, and for their fakes, as well as their 
mother's^ I (hall forbear giving a particular 
account of his debauches and irregularities* 
Alas! how unhappy, how doubly unhappy 
niuft fuch a parent be, ^ho meets with the 
keeneft reproach pvcn from the virtues pf his 
children ! how miferable niuft that man be, if 
be has. theleaft fenfe of ingenuity, to find 
bimfelf the difgrace pf thpfe whpm nature has 
rendered dear to him ! an objed of Ihame and 
pity to his own offspring 1 They love the man, 
tiio' they deleft his vices j and give, him thtir 
afFedion, tho' they are conftrained to withhold 
from him their efteem^ But, dear Madam, 
cry*d I, with the teari flanding in my 
eyes, which the darknefs of the evening, 

D i JiQwever 
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iiowever, concealed from obfervation, bow does 
Ibis admirable lady Aipport this complicated 
diftrefs ? Can (he have any tenderne(s for fiich 
^ bufband ? One would think a condu£l lite 
this would undoubtedly extirpate all the fofter 
paiTions from her brea(V, and leave no room 
/or any thing but hatred and contempt. What 
other return can be made to ingratitude and 
(Cruelty ? 

No, my dear, replied my aunt, yok 
have much too mean an opinion of this 
lady's goodnefs. There are very few in her 
circumftances,. indeed who would not fly out 
jrito the greateft extravagancies, and keep 
lYO meafures with a man, who behaved with b 
little regard tp the happinefs of his fsunily. 
They would make the houfe, when>€ver he 
was prefent, an almoft perpetual fcene of 
Aiproar ; or at lead would take all opportunities 
ot publifliing his vices and follies. But (he, 
pn the contrary, led by the fweetnefs of her 
temper, has endeavoured to make him fenftble 
of the bafenefs jof his condu£l, by conftantly 
fhewing hejfelf worthy of his efteem. She 
loves him flil), in fpite of his cruelty ; and I 
dare fay, would think herfelf very happy if 
the lofs of her eftate would recover his heart j 
^ven if to obtain this bl effing tbey were reduce(J 

to 
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to a ftate of meannefs and poverty. She ha^ 
too much goodi-fenfe not to fee that quarreling,^ 
and ill-htfrnour from hcf, would greatly 
ihcreafe hh averiion for her company, and not 
only widen the breach between them, but be 
attended with the moft unhappy eifeds witir' 
refpedl ta their children; fincfc it woul(> 
infallibly weaken their mutual authority over 
them, niake them divided, and become partners^ 
in their unhitppy difcords ; and, efpecrally 
while they were yotmg, might have withdrawn 
their affedion from the man fhe loved more 
dearly than herfelf, and who, notwithflandir.g^ 
his ill condud, had a right to their dutiful 
obedience. Had* this b^en the cafe, it is eafy 
to fee the fetal confcqijences that would 
undoubtedly have followed, not the leaft of 
which would haye been ar want of education, a: 
difregard of all inftruftion, and their being 
dieprived of all thofc juft principles of virtue and 
honour, which raife the man above thci brute, 
and' render ftim worthy of the cbarafter of 
a' rational and fociar being: for they would 
ptobably have difregarded the advice of thofe 
whofe quarrels gave them perpetqal uneafinefr*- 
But this amiable lady's prudence is vifible ixt 
nothing more than in concealing the follies of 
her hufband, which flie^does with as much 
» D 3 care 
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care as if tbcy were 0x>re iaunediately her owik 
She endeivoufs to hide even bb lead foibles^ 
AoC only from her children^ but from all the 
Mror'd. And I ikink I m»y Cifely affirin, that 
ho one ever heard her (ay an unkixiid or 
difrefpe^ful word of him. 

What an admirable chara^r^ Madame 
replied I, have you given lu of this, charmitq; 
laii'y! How bappy would moft women find 
themrelves) if thiy were as lender of their 
hu&bandi reputatioAft 1 With what pain have I 
heard a lady, otherwifeof ^od ienfe^ expatiate 
for an hoar together on the litde triAiog 
domeflic<][uarrelr>wbich have happened between 
hcrfclf and her confort ! How frefuentlj^ do we 
hear married women dwell with a malicsoui 
fatisfadion upon ^bofe vices.^ which prudence . 
alone, without the leaft degree of love» cuight 
to teach them tp conceal! For a womaa 
tjways Itands in ibme degree in the (anie light 
Vith her husbaod, and Ibe cannot certainlf 
makeliim appear infamous^.without throwing 
a load of difgrace upon herfclf: and boHdes 
this, people will always be ready fecretly to 
imagine, that (he herfclf muft be guilty of 
feme imprudence, which (he dare not difcover^ 
that g4vc rife to the vices aivd injuries ihe 
' fo warmly «xclaim$ agalnft. 

Voir 
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You are much in the right, my dear, 
returned my aunt ; and I am vefy glad to hear 
you have fuch juft fentiments, fince I hope 
they will influence your own condu£l, if ever 
you ihould be in circumftances to require it. 

This converfation, which was drawn out 
to a conHderable length, took up our time 1 11 
we arrived at my aunt's. But I muft not 
omit one particular, which indeed is too 
agreeable for me to conceal, which was, that 
Lucius and his After had each of them a 
fortune of 5000 1. left them by a relation, who 
■died a few months ago. 

You fee, Madam, with what confidence I 

Jay open the-dlfadvantageous circumflances o( 

a family, in whofe happinefs I intereftmyfelf; 

4yid caa I give you a unore convincing proof of 

the fincerity of my friendfliip ? My father, 

notwithftanding bis natural generofity, and 

tendernefs for me, will never, I am afraid. 

confent to my entering into an alliance fo 

extremely beneath what my fortune may feem 

to require. I tremble at the thought of 

4ifobIiging him, and am refolved, whatever 

it coft me, to conform myfelf to his wilL 

. However, I may be miftaken. It is pofBble 

t£at a profped of my happinefs may outweigh 

D 4 all 
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A deficc of beiflg agrea^e is the rea^eft WI7 
^f majciiig Qurfehres fo» 

My auBt b$|d not oidy im^ited this lady to 
fise usy acour iftftviiHy biitbe&fing]iid£X{ir«& 
an exU^QM defire o£ enjoying thtt fati^dkm, 
at our rcUim^ fent the next d^y a letter to 
h^ 9iamQ>a imkoown to nue, to defire her te 
permit her to iUy a day or two at otu- houfe. 
A favour that i CQvi4 pot Mp beii^ i^^^ 
f&nfiijik of; and from which . you may^udgcof 
^he fmm &e tak^ to malto oii^ iftay , Isn; the 
Coumry s^reeable to me* . ; .: ' 

My new €oiiif>aiiion and I, not content 
ivHh eftgrofibg aloioft all the coniiMrrattoa to 
ourialves* refolvcd . ti> lake. avlUde ttim in the 
fields to ifidulge iM^joitag friendflnp widi 
"fltfeouffing oa Ibim AdifcAr ^ot ftopev fiir a 
mixed ^ompaajV >^ theteioce fiodfog aa 
opportunity o£ leaviag e«if oampsmiona^ ^ve 
flipped ifitQ tbe gacdeft^ »mI from tbcnce went 
into a nstsled waUi^ yAiwt we. mig^ lay opea 
#»{ hearts witboii^rhe^UadlL«e(feauit. Agmib 
%re^&e that whifpeit'd ^iilof^Jbe:«rees» the 
Yrs^ran^ o^.the air^. akidUuDavKftd fiknce of the 
evening, contributed to foften^i^y am4^ mkI 
'cbaroi my ienies. The 

■ ^■ " ^ TwiUgbtgny 

4Mk h^/dinm livky <rU shifts clad: 
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turniflg^ my head, flic told me with a fmile; 
that the amiable Marilla was juft come to pay 
us a vifit^ then immediately forgetting what 
Ihras abiwt, I afofe with a h^rt full* of joy, 
threw down my pen, and- ran to embrace the 
filler of my dear ' no, that is too fond ; 
agreeable, I (hould fay 5 > well thcnj 

of my agreeable Lucius. We had a great deal 
of diat upon abundance of entertaining topics-, 
while 11^ defire* of engaging the frien(Uhip of 
this lady^- made^oMi dtfcover an unufual gaiety ; 
or rather, the friendihip I had already conceived 
for her, threw'ofF all my reftraint, and made 
me treat her with the fame open fatisfadion; 
as \iily had bebn^^icOAViiftred that (he had already 
etotartftiried the fyXM fi4«tid&ip for m&; Co 
Ibat in a little tiffin ^e grew as intimate, as \( 
wr picquaintance had bben o/^a bng fbndingw 
Mk» r^feure, no diffidence^ no reftraint fubfifted 
between us : all our bfiiasriour was franknefs, 
jfiiKacity^ arid the utmofV extent offprtghtly 
ftcfidqmk Yionr )iottriel£i tny dear Chafrlotte^ 
^Qansi my ikyi|fg>l(>^ had .you unexpeA^Kllf 
eonile to.feet ine^ ^caidd^iisardly 'halve made a 
grater :change in. the fituation of my mindi 
How fwift a progrefs . does fciendfliip make^ 
when apefTqi). begins .mth.. £uch difpofitions ! 

Co > * 
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in fhotty we are fo dofdy united, that were 

I unhappy, he. would feel a9 much for me, as 

perhaps I ibould £»r myfelf. Wdl, my dear, 

replied I, (endeavouring ftill to difeover 

whether ihe was acquainted with his paffion^ 

X could almofi envy you the pleafure of en. 

joying thefe dear ibcial delights. ' I never ioiew 

what it was to have a brother ; and if I faad> 

I might have been a ftranger to your happinefs. 

There are very f(^w fuch brothers and fiften 

^ you. Here I prefled her hand with mudi 

afFecSlion, charmed with the engaging idea 

(he had given me of her .own felicity. She 

was fome minutes before . (he replied, and 

perhaps was at a lols for an anfwer ; however^ 

at laft r^coverii^g herielf, dear Mifs, faid fbe^ 

I afiure you it is aQ additipn to my happioefs, 

to find that you entertain fuoh lavourahle 

fentimentsof us, Lucius would be tranfported 

ivitbjoy, if he.coqld bay e^ heard .froin your lips 

|hat he has, any (hare in yo^r efteem. It is 

true, he has ibme merit, a great deal more 

than I can boaft of,- fmce I. owe great part of 

mine to him ; yet yo\x are pleafed to honour 

me with your friendfhip, while, he ; (he 

l:ere appeared pretty much confufed, and, as if 

at a lofs how to- proceed, flopped and flood 

fJer.t: but at la0> feeming tore^olte^herfea;. 

... inflcad 
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ihftead . of going on, (he refumed, Had he a 
fprtone. equal to yours, he would perhaps be 
better able to tell you hhnfelf thofe tender 
fentiments which fweU hia heart. Has Lucius 
then, replied I with an innocent tone, and an 
air of aftonilhment, any fentiments which he 
is afraid to difcover to me ? I can fcarcely 
believe it, though you yourfelf are pleafed to 
tell the (b. However, I have fo juft an opinion 
of his virtue and fine fenfe, that I-hardly think 
him capable of faying any thing difagreeable. 
And may I tell him this ? replied Marilla, in a 
kind of eXtafy. Why not? returned Ij it 
would be a great misfortune, if*we were never 
to be honoured with any company but fuch as 
V^ere upon a level with us, with refpeft iq 
fortune. A pride of this kind would be the 
greatefl curfe, fince there are innumerable 
bleffings in life^ infinitely more valuable than 
all the advantages that can procure us. The 
charms of a virtuous and upright mind are 
internal ; they conftitute a real merit, and 
re&eA a glory upon- the pofleiTor. A glory in 
Gomparifon of which all other advantages are 
fiiperficial and trifling. 

. We were liere interrupted by Amelia, who 
few us go into the garden, and perceiving u$ 
at fome diftance^ came. lUQAing to rejoin u%. 

with 



62 FBLICI4 TO CHAHtOTTSi 

mritli wbom we pre&ndj returned faome. And 
Maf ilia 4eftvuig us the next day, I have nodMng 
further toadd^ than thatl am^ 

DsAR Madam, 

Fll»ICIA, 



LETTER VL 

Dear CHARtoTTS, 

NOTWITHSTANDING the Jnendly 
congrattiiatieiis you |^ve me upoo the 
late acquifition of fortttoe I received fay the 
death of my uncie, I can aflare you with the 
tittnoft fiiicerity, that it gwes me little or no 
pleafure. This I bdieve wiltfarprife you, {vacx^ 
as you jufUy oMnrve, I caif t he fuppoled to 
grieve for the lofs of a gentleman I have never 
ften, and whoconfaittently caa^^t have endeai^d 
himfelf to me by any of thofe proo6 of affisAion 
"we receive from thofe we frequently converie 
with. Nor would I have you believe that I am 
fuch a perfe£l Stoic, as to be a1>(blutely infenfi* 
ble of the grandeur, die riches and honours of 
life. Thefe, itmuft be confefled,have feduciiig 
idurms^ and ave apt to imoxieate our minds 
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with t}{9 tooft picafing pit)fpe£b of future Urfs. 
They naturally fwell tbe imaginatiofi with 
higb*^ wrought iceftMis /of d«ligfat ; nor can a 
perfon of my Itge lieccive them without fceiing 
£0019^ engaging ideas of Ihat homagr, that 
refpedfuljsiwpi. which fo agreeably flatters our 
vanity, that darling foible of youth! Gold, 
whofe fovereign charms ^re univeriafiy felt, 
attra^ every heart ; all are ddighted with the 
adii^nf ages, it pf^9ciire$; The grave pbilofopher 
too often facrifiefls at tUs (brine ; and the 
-more devpoit prjeft* ivho with fiich eloquent 
harangues ^n Sundays upon the contempt of 
licbes, and with fitch a paitde of learniAgand 
eiegaBO^ofeaqpreffion^vahorts us to contemn 
tbe tmnfitory enjoymenti of Jifis, tfcofe vanities, 
thofe baubles, thofe ttnfatjsfjrii^ and peftikntia) 
goods* itk ^te of aQ his^opprokbua epithets, 
ia ftiU captivated by tins magic, and perhaps 
iiot one amongft them all woidd look with fuch 
iiifenTMity on tbeacqui&ioa of ten tboofand 
. pcmnds aa I deu . 

After this long preamble, you poffiUy 

liegin to wonder what I wouM be at, and are 

ready perhaps to imagine that 1 am either very 

▼ain, or eife, that pleafed too much VFith the 

^^^Utudcoffltcomtry 4ife^ ] am become a fort 



\ 
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of female hermit. But nejihpr of thefe iaf 
ihecafe. 

I HAVft not yet fxclu<tait all: tixm^ts of 
making a gay appearance in iifei ner do I 
find any charms in fiich W ittir&meat, a^ 
would deprive me of an oppo)-tUnity of being 
ferviceableto my fellow Creatures, and enjoying 
thofe focial pleafures, whieh are feme of the 
greateft fweetners of lifd * But to .be (incere ; 
this long piece of ^ilander^^whidc m^: lit firft 
fight appear fo ii^uk'idas to^the 'hdriour of 
phiiofopbers and priefts^ (I-'beg the clergy's 
pardon, priefts and philofopher« I'&odld fay, 
fince the facred: char^i^Ser of the gdwn^men 
demands that lihould give them the preference) 
this piece of flander I ftty^ was ionly introduced 
to raife your curtofity. 

Ah ! my Luciu^ can I taflie the fweets of 
a fortune, which wil) doubtlefe be a1>ar to my 
happinefs, and render it.impoffible for me to 
be thine 1 This is a refle£bcin which damps all 
my joy. Alas ! how weak is ambition, whcff 
compared to love ! : * ^ . 

.The day after MarOla. left; me, i had the 
pleafure of feeing; her brother. ;He bled an air 
of unuTual fatisfa£kton'in his look ; . and perbapf 
encouraged by Xhe repetition &fih9ii. doubtkis 
0uide him of that converfation I related in my 
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laft, in which I foTreely confefled my regard 
for him, he fpoke methought with lefs diffidence; 
his behaviour was more polite; his manner 
lefs confirained ; while a thoufand tender 
namelefs graces, which I had never difcovered 
before, rendered him fiill dearer to my 
heart. I now felt myfelf infenfxbly awed by his 
prefence, and in proportion as he became more 
unconftrained, I grew more thoughtful. I 
would gladly have reAimed my uiual gaiety, 
but it was impoffible; the company of my 
aunt and couiins became burthenfome, and I 
began to fear their difcovering in my eyes that 
flow of tender friendjfhip^ that dear tranfporting' 
cxtafy, which fwelled my breaft. To recover 
myfelf from thidfwect diforder, Ihaftilyarofc 
and retired into the garden, where 1 gave 
a loofe to refleAion without fear of being 
ctbferv'd ; I then begj^n to revolve in my 
mind, the danger of indulging a pafiion, which ' 
lyould probably prove fatal to my repofe, fince 
I could not have the leaft profpeft of its ever 
being countenanced by my father's approbation, 
I therefore blamed myfelf, and after a long 
debate, refolved to u(e all my endeavours to 
conquer my growing weaknefs : but I had 
hardly formed this refolution when I faw Lucius 
en^r thet garden. I was then fitting in an " 

arbour 
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arbour covered with woodbines, whofe flowed 
embalmed the whifpering hreeees with a plea- 
iing fragrance. He faw oe, and immediate^ 
approaching with an air of refpeA, aiked me 
if his company would not be a di&greeable 
interruption of my foUtude. I replied, that 
as my thoughts were only engaged on trifles, 
it would be no pain to me to place them upon 
more agreeable fubje^. But, why, Sir, added 
I fmiling, have you left the ladies ? I am 
obliged to return home, faid he, and your 
aunt having this minute received a letter, I 
took the opportunity while ihe was reading it, 
•of coming to take leave of y^n* 

I HAD now entirely foffot the refcJittiQa 
I had juft taken to arm my iieart.witii 
infenfihilityt and filled with a 6>& and pleafing 
furprife at the unexpeded company of my 
iover, even a letter frpm London cquM not 
awake the leaft curiofity, tho' I did not doubt 
its coming from my £uher. I^ucius now fiit 
^own by me upon the bank of camomile 
which almoft furrounded the arbour, when I 
cxpeded every moment to hear him eater 
^pon the moft deiij^tfiil fubjeift, love ; but 
though he was more aiCired than ever I had 
ieen him, the reftcaints of a modeft diffidence 
Ml tied his tonpM^ wd made him for fome 
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ttiAe preierv^ a filence wbkb 1 4id not care tb 
kitenrttpt. He opened his Hf^ fefo-al times, 
but qaivering with fear, they imSt^Mly elofed 
without uttering a pliable ; bat atkft feeoitng 
to coiiefi: all bis fortitude, Forglvt me, Mifs, 
faid he^ giving me a look inaipcelSkiy tender ; 
foi^ve a bebavtoor, which doubtleis makes 
ii^ appear extremely ridiculous; but it is 
impoffiUe to ' " ■ Here be caft down his 
ey^i with a figb, while a flood of foft and 
rae\iafg ideas feemed to choak up bis voice j 
h\»t at bift» findii^ I wai:ced to hear him 
<oncliide^ be lifted up bis head, when I faw 
hi» face Corored vnth a deep Uail, while every 
featui^ was eacpreffive of the iMft violent 
-•tilotipnsi! How impafiUe isk, dear Madam, 
tiSimed Wwith a faltering v«lce, to gtve^ 
u^iance to a paffion tootender to be defcribed 
■ and too ■ ■ " ■ too ptefumptoous to 

be Ibi^iven^ .added he, with a look and tone 
that fpoke the deepeft defpair* 

I>9RiifG this (peecb, which, '&ort as it 
ivas, took up a confideraUe time^ methought 
I felt all tfae tbrobbings of biabeart. I feemed 
conicbus of all that dread, that love, and all 
tboib terriUe apprebenfioos, which bewildered 
liis tbou^ts: .fn.a.'niase of confofioni and 
made jbtim:;iteri]iratf.»idifca<^i v^hich^ chb' 

he 
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be refolved to make, he dreaded the effedii 
it might produce. But notwithftanding tbii 
fympathetic penetration, and ail the difturbance 
it had a natural tendency to create, the very 
caure of my pain was the fource of the ten- 
dereft and moft exquifite pleafure i the fofteft 
and moft foothing delight. As ibon as he con- 
cluded, he waited for my reply in a kind of 
agonizing fufpeace ; but tho' I wa» a moment 
at a lofs how to return an anfwer, I fufiered 
my eyes to exprefs a pity »nd compaf&on a- 
pable of difperiing his moft alarming fears, 
bad he dared to have lifted up his to obiferve 
thenu But when I fpoke« a glance immedi- 
ately, met mine, iwhich. inftantly brightening^ 
feemed to difooyer my meaningbtlnre I could 
give it utteraniee. I aflbre you, Sbi iaid I iir 
a mild tone, that I am not at all difpofed to 
increafe your confuiioih^ rtdiculing the pain- 
ful diforder which im aecbinpaAied this too 
tender declaration.. « I am fen^le^df your me- 
rit, ^nd don't thinfc. yoo capitble of an. attempt 
todecejveme. Believe me. Sir, I look^ipon 
yp,u as. my friend, and therefore enb'eat you 
to refle<St a little upon thb obftades that wiU 
inevitably oppofe. your wiihes. Howevei^ I 
finely 90afe(s, K that will give you. any fatif- 
fai^ion^ that ' weri^ I at' my imii:di£pcbi^ pjn 

would 



Felicia to Charlotte. 69 

vrould perhaps have no reafon to complain oF 
my fcvcrity. 

You can't conceive, my dear Charlotte, 
what a fudden change this obliging reply made 
upon the countenance and behaviour of my 
jovcf. You are now ready to imagine 

that I ihail defcribe him throwing himfelf at 
my feet, while with a flow of rapture, he ad- 
mires my fuperlative goodnefs, blending his 
praifes wkh two or three hundred adorables, 
tranfcendent excellencies, infinite perfe£lions, 
incomparable creatures, and abundance of othei^ 
fine things of the fame ftrain ; and that to 
conclude his panegyric, he tells me how afto*- 
niihed he is, that a goddeft (b heavenly fair, 
can have the condefceation to caft the lufire of 
her brilliant eyes, and raife to life a wretch fo 
contemptible, fo abfolutely beneath her leaft 
regard. ■ »But if tbefe were your thoughts^ 
you were extremely mifta ken ; for I did not 
hear him utter th^ leafl fyUable of this fublime 
nonfenfe. He is too good a chriftian to deify 
his miftrefs, and has too good an opinion of 
me to think I ihould be pleafed with fuch fenfe* 
kfs homages. In fbort, in fpightof his humility, 
his love was incapable of blinding him fo far as 
to make him forget that I was a very woman 
Aill> a being of the &me fpecies with himielf, 

I an! 
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and theitfore he nettber ddufed himfelf, nor 
attempted to pleafe me with flattering ^ifa. 
After idl, I am terriUf afraid that I 
ihall be unaUe to give yoo any toieraUe idct 
of the conclufion of this afeding fixene. Tin 
dreadful agitations, which were before A> nfiUl 
m every feature of his hce^ were now inftast^ 
ly changed to thofe of joy ; a thick cloud thait 
covered hit eyes in a memcm difperfed ; thef 
Sparkled with unufiial brightness, while p» 
titude and love, furprife and eKtafy, ap* 
peared in fwifc fiicceffion on his countenance^ 
and painted there aU the motions of his heart 
As deipair had before kept him filent, the con* 
trary paflion had now the fame effed ; but ai 
loon as be recovered his voice, giving me i 
look of tender furprife and delight, O my Fe- 
licia ! cried he, in a moft moving tone } and 
then after a paufe of half a minute, O 'my dear 
Felicia; have I not offended you? Am I fo 
happy, fo exquifitely happy, as to have ob* 
tained your efteem i Yes, Sir, rettrmed I, 
(withan affsAedfprightlinefe, and endeavour- 
ing at the &me time to conceal the tendernefi 
of my looks by holding down my head) I have 
a very great efleem for you ; but not a greater 
than I am perfuaded you will always deferye. 
fiut come, (added I with a figh^ which for 

i»7 
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my life I could not conceal) let us go to m; 
aunt; this con verfation grows -too tender. 

Here I arofe without waiting for an an« 
fwer, while he followed jne, at the fame time 
bqging my pardon, and faying he had forge t 
to tell me, that my aunt, feeing him go into 
the garden9 deiired him to let me know that 
flie had fomet^ing to fay to me, which (he fan- 
cied would not be difagreeable. This news 
put me in mind of the letter he had mentione:^^ 
and therefore fearing (he might think me long, 
a^id perhaps form fome fufpicion at feeing us 
together, I deiired him to make hade before, 
iMid tell her I was coming ; but I had no fooner 
made this requeft, than I ftumbled at the han- 
dle of^ roller which reached to the border of 
t^e path, when feizing my band to help me^ 
^tho' I yrns in no danger of a fall) he fqueezM 
jX with an air of tendernefs, and without feem • 
ing to know what he did^ fuddenjy preiTed it to 
^is bofom ; giving me a look at the fame time 
lb inexpreffibly foft ai^id moving, that I could 
act help being extremely afFe^ed by it ; and 
indeed my cheeks were immediately covered 
with a blufl], nor could I at this hafty emotion 
ibrbeaiC giving a (igh, tho' I endeavoured all 
along to conceal thefe proo6 of my fenfibility. 

^«t t]be moment he took j^^y hand from hia 

b^eafl. 
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breaft, confounded at this fudden impulfe of pat 
fion, which I believe would not permit him to 
think of what he did, he gave me a look 
which feemed to aik forgivenels, and trem- 
bling held my fingers with a fearful eafy tiini- 
dity ; but finding I feemed not to obferve him, 
and that I difcovered no marks of refentmefit, 
joy again appeared in his looks, and he con- 
duiSled me in the fame manner to the faoufe, 
with an air of extafy and delight. Nor indeed 
was I lefs happy than he ; I eafily comprehend- 
ed the fource of every pleafmg impulfe, and 
could with the fame fatisfa£lion have prefledbis 
hand too, had not the laws of^ prudence and 
modeft referve forbid it. 

It is well the prude I mention to you io 
one of my former letters, is not to fee this ; for 
fhefe laft lines would have made her lofe all pa- 
tience: but furely it can be no crime toaA 
from nature, where virtue is our rule ; and I 
am fure it is none, frankly to confels the inno- 
cent tranfports of our hearts to a friend. But 
if thefe natural fenfations were indeed criminal, 
they foon fuiFered a {hock that gave me no littk 
pain. 

We entered the houfe with our minds filled 
with all the foothing ideas that could flow from 
a concourfe of the moft delightful thought^ 

whca 
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when he let go my hand, and walked in before 
me ; but fny aunt no fooner faw me, than flic 
cried out with an air that difcovered her own 
iatisfafHon, and at the fame time let me fee, 
that fhe was pleafed at thinking it in her power 
to contribute to mine; come, my dear, faid 
fhe, I wifli you joy. Here Amelia and Polly 
paid me the fame compliment, and at the fame 
inftant came running in a friendly tranfport to 
embrace me ; when at laft putting an end to 
their careffes, filled with an eager curiofity, 
"Why do you wi£h me joy. Madam ? cry'd I| 
pray explain yourfelf j have you a letter from 
tondon ? Yes, child, returned (he in an extafy, 
and your father tells me, that your uncle in 
the Eaft Indies has left you no lefsa funl than ten 
thoufand pounds. How ! added flie, are you 
not pleafed with the news 1 are there no charms 
in being a rich heirefs ! what an extravagant 
fortune are you like to have ! ■■ ' » I now 
put on a forced fmile, to prevent my giving 
her the mortification of* feeing how coldly I 
received what fhe with reafon imagined fuch a 
fubjeil of joy. And indeed I could not have 
behaved otherwife without betraying the deareft 
lecrets of my heart. At the mention of ten 
thoufand pounds I had been unable to'difguife 
that thoughtfulnefs, which was fuddenly fpread 

E ovc| 
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4)vcr my fece. — A painful thoughtfalnefi that 
was caufed by the refleStion, Had it but beet 
Lucius that he hadbcftowcd it upon, O then I 
«night have had a better profpefl of being hap- 
py ! Can I receive any fatisfa£lion from a cif- 
cumftance that widens flill farther the diftancc 
lietween him and me ? Here cafting my eyes 
4ipon him, I found ft ill greater reafoa to be filFd 
withdiflike at this painful fplendid acquifition; 
he ftood with his facetowards me, leaning upoB 
the back of a chair 5 his eyes were caft down 
with a deje£led confufion, then lifting them up 
to the ceiling with an air of dcfpair, I perceived 
ihis face pale, a tear xolkd down his cheeksi 
•which he endeavoured to conceal by haftily pull- 
ing out his handkerchief, and walking to the 
door, when having ftaid there a minute to ce- 
cover himfelf, he fuddenly took leave to retura 
home/ 

What various, what flrpng, what crud 
amotions was I now obliged to conceal ? But 
this was not all, I was conftrained to afTume a 
gay appearance. Torturing deceit ! I never 
felt a more,painful fituation, nor ever fure was 
an innocent difguifc accompanied with fuch 
cruel anguifh. I made thefe obfervations on 
Lucius's behaviour^ while I feemed to be read- 
ing the letter which ray aunt had given me, 

and 
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and tho' I began it again as foon as he left us, : 
I read it over without knowing a word it con- 
tained, except my being affiired that what my 
aunt had told was but too true» 

You now fee, my dear, what reafon I have 
to be diiTatisfied with what you have efteemed 
a fubjeii of joy. Vain are all the profpeils of 
advantage we fondly flatter ourfelves with from 
theacquifition of wealth, the alluring profpefis 
of a gay magnificence, the fplendid appearances 
of oftentatious grandeur, while a thoufand 
thwarting and controuling accidents can damp 
our higheft and moftraifed expectations, and 
change the very objeds of our delight into the 
moft painful difquiets, the bittereft fources of 

difcontent and trouble. But I find I ani 

running on in a reflexion, which^ if I was to 
indulge it, might carry me to a tedious length ; 
I ihall therefore break off in time, and conciud 
with defiring you. Madam, to form an idea 
if you can, of that affection with which I fub- 
icribe myfcif. 

Tour fincerefi Friend^ 

Felicia. 

E2 LETTER 



y6 Felicia to Charlotte. 

LETTER VIL 

D£AR Madam, 

TH E intereft you take in the unhappy 
fituation of Lucius's affairs, and that 
obliging concern for the oppofition you fear 
my father will make to my happinefs, are fuch 
endearing proofs of your friendfhip, that I 
could not read your laft letter without feeling 
my breaft glow with the moft charming mix- 
ture of delight and afFedion ; and indeed what 
higher latisfaflion can we feel than that whid 
naturally fpring^ from the approbation of a 
friend in an affair fo tender, and fo peculiarly 
intercfting as that on which we fancy all our 
jSappinefs is founded, . The very paffion yoa 
approve, is obliged to return the obligation; 
and it does fo in the moft eiFedual manner, i>7 
transferring feme of its tender feelings to the 
perfon who thus fympathlzes in its dearefl fen- 
fations. 

In fpite of the improbability of my father's 
ever being brought to give his approbation to 
our mutual affeftion, I could not think of lofii^ 
Lucius, and baniihing all thoughts of our future 
felicity, without a very painful affii£lion. I 
was willing to fee him ftill, tbo' I ought ratbtfj 

to 
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ifco have avoided his fight as much as pofSble, 
fince bis company could be of no other iervice, 
than to Arengthen a paiEon^ which had already 
been but too deeply rooted in my heart. The 
admonitions of reafon were of little effed; I 
was cot difpofed to liften to them ; a more 
prevailing impulfe made me long to fee him • 
and not hearing from him for four tedious days, 
I wifhed with the greateft ardor for an opportu* 
nity of letting him know, that the new addition 
to my fortune had not made me lefs worthy of 
his efteem. This I fancied I ought to do in 
fufiice to myfelf, and form'd abundance of 
plauiible reafons, which niade it appear abfo- 
Itttely neceflary that I ihould thus fet my own 
chara£ter in a true light. After the hopes I have 
already given him, faid I to myfelf, can I 
fuffer him to continue in an error fo injurious to 
my^tendernefi, ^d even to my reputation too, 
IS to think me of a foul (o fordid, as to be 
Hiffed up with the advantages of fuperior wealth; 
:o think I can retraft the encouragement I 
lave given him, and to believe, that elated 
9ritb pride, I can now regard him with an air 
>f fuperiority and contempt f No > I can't bear 
jiat my dear Lucius ihould entertain an opi- 
aion of me which IiJb little deferve ; he Ihall 
blow that if we muft be feparated, it is not 

E 3 my 
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my choice ; but a cruel force that renders it 
neccflary. He fliall know that I am ftill the 
fame, that I am dill as fenfible of his merit as 
ever, and that were I at my own difpofal, oot 
all the riches of the univerfe could bribe me to 
entertain a thought hu\ to his peace and hap- 
pinefs. But how, faid I, recolleding myfelf, 
(hall I have an opportunity of undeceiving 
him ? Does he not deprive me of the power of 
doing myfelf juftice I His fears prevent 1x17 
giving him the fatisfadion of making him tfaofe 
aflurancesi which, if I may judge of his ten- 
dcrnefs by my own, would be highly agreeable 
to him« What then (hall I do ? Shall I write \ 
■■■ No ; I can never confent to that j it 

would be too forward, and difcoyer too greit 
a fondneis, for me to Inake the firft advancesi 
Suppofe I write to Marilia, and let ber know 
the ftruggle of contending paffions, which fill 
my mind with fuch a multitude of various (bfi* 
dtudes, and tender perplexities. WouM act 
that be the fame as writing to him, fince 
Ore would doubtfefs (hew nim her letter i But 
fuppofe I defire her to keep it a fecret, what then 
will he be the better for it ? he will ftiil be as 
Ignorant of my thoughts as ever : well then, it 
will be to no purpofe to write at all. Here! 
fixed, and refolved to leave him ignorant of aB 

that 
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t^t I defired he ihould knowy till a favourable 
opportunity offered, that would permit me to 
difcover my fenlimenls in a Icfs exceptionable 
manner ; and I did not doubt but my aunt's' 
friendfhip for him would foon lay before me ati 
occafion of doing it, fince flie was too mucb 
pleafed with his company and Marilla^s, to dif- 
penfe with their frequently giving her the fa- 
tisfaftion of enjoying their converfation»- 

These reflexions I made in my chamber,, 
when having at laft refolvcd to arm myfclf with 
patience, I went down, and convcrfed with= 
Amelia for fome minutes 5 but finding a tender 
melancholy grow upon my fpirits, I fought for 
an opportunity of indulging it. And indeed 
when we are in this difpoTition the company of 
the moft agreeable friend becomes burthenfome: 
i therefore gave her the flip, and retired into^ 
the fields to indulge at large the foothing foft- 
nefs of my own ideas. 

You fmile, my dear Charlotte, at fcemg 
me become fuch an unfociable creature, as to; 
prefer^ m]^ own company to that of a friend. 
What a ftrangc thing is love ! but tho^ I am' 
grown infinitely fond of talking to myfelf, 
and walking under the (hady covert of oaks and- 
elms, yet I am not fo perfect a lover as to hoM 
a difcourfe with tbefe inanimate beings; nor 

£4* havgt; 
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have I ever had the leaft inclination to carve the 
name of Lucius upon their barks. I am not 
yet arrived to that d^ree of madnefs ^ nor in- 
deed have I obferved in any of my rambles 
tny fuch hifting marks of my lover's extrava- 
gance. 

I HAD not long enjoyed my retirement, 
when I faw a man croffing the neighbouring 
fields with precipitation ; he at laft came up 
to me, and with abundance of aukward fcrapes, 
after having afk'd my name, gave me a letter, 
and immediately retired. . As foon as he was 
gone, I caft my eyes around to fee if any body 
obferved me; and full of acuriofity, which 
would not fuiFer me to fiay till I got to my 
chamber, featcd myfclf upon a bank of turf 
at the foot of a 0iady tree, which, fufficiently 
concealed me^ when haftily breaking open the 
letter, I had the (atisfadion of feeing that it 
came from my dear Lucius : how tender and 
generous were his fentiments! how afie&i- 
enate !^ — but the confidence which fubfifts be- 
tween us, gives you a right to fee the letter it- 
fejf. I will therefore tranfcribe it, to oblige 
you ; and I am fure if you have the leaft idea 
of my .affedlion for this amiable youth^ you 
will not be furprifed, if I declare that I was 

... charm'd 



Felicia to Charlotte. 8i 

charmed with it. But without any farther 
preamble, I found it as folbws : 

Madam, 

•* T T is with the utmoft confiifion that I 
'•* A reflcft upon your being a witnefs of the 
** dilbrdcr I difcovercd at your aunt's, at what 
** ought rather to be a fubjcft of joy. My 
^* hand trembles white I attempt to apologize 
•* for my behaviour. What words can I make 
** ufe of to difcover the fincerity, the ar- 
** dour, the tender delicacy of my paffion, 
•' when I have given you fuch reafon to bc- 
•* lieve that it is the bafeft, the moft mean^ 
** and fclfifti ? When I have given you fuch 
*• caufe to think, that I have loft in myfelf, 
** in the mean confiderationofmy owahap* 
** pinefs, the tender regard which I ought to 
•• have for yours ? But, O confidcr tbt tow- 
'* ering hopes to which you had raifed me ! 
*' Confider the charming, the extatic flood of 
^^ joy, which in a full tide of tranfportiiig rap^ 
** ture raifed me above myfelf, and Teemed n> 
«* promife a felicity vaftly beyond what my 
** vaineft thoughts could have afpired to, 
*' Think but of the delight that muft fwell my 
•' heart, at being raifed from the moft gloomy 
♦< dcfpair of timorous love, to the unexpcaed 
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^* extaify of fectng my fears vanifh : of experi- 
** encing all the rapturous fweetsof the inoft 
*^ charming paffion ; all the joy that could flow 
*' from the moft exquifite goodnefs, the moft 
** endearing condefoenfion ; and then if it be 
<c poffible, do but think of what I mufl feel, 
<* at finding, in one moment, my high^wrougbt 
^' felicity overturned, and myfelf thrown d .wn 
^' from the eminence of my afpiring joys. 

*' FoRGiVB,dear Madam, my endeavouring 
** thus to extenuate a behaviour, v^hich has 
^^ difcovered too great a regard for my happi- 
*^ nefs, too little for your's. If it has appeared 
^^ ungenerous and mercenary, nothing but 
^^ furprife can excufe it, and nothing but fur* 
*^ prife could make me in this cafe guilty of a 
^* condu£k that makes it neceflary for me to 
^^ beg pardon. I have now conquered myfelf, 
^' and fincerely congratulate you with the reft 
** of your friends, while with a heart ovct- 
^* flowing with your felicity, I forget my own 
** miferies* But why do I mention miferj? 
*^ I (ball have none while you are blefTed : your 
'< happinefs (hail be mine too. All my fatis- 
^* fadion and delight {hall fpring from the 
** pleafing contemplation of yours. What a 
*' delightful fource of the noblcft joy ! I lofe 
*• the too prcfumptuous title of your, lover ia 
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•^ that of your friend; and may I in that cha*- 
" rafter have the fwect, the dear fatisfaftion 
•* of feeing you as laftingly happy, as raty- 
•^^ fohdeft wiflies would make you. May yOur* 
*^ virtue, with all ihofe numberlefs, thofc 
** namelefs graces, which make even thatv 
** and religion appear with diviner charms,. 
*^ give you all thofe pure and nobie delights, 
*' which it is ni)t in the power of wealth to 
** beftow, and may both together render you^ 
•* the happi'-ft of mortals. 

" But whither would my tender imagina- 
** tion carry me ? I could dwell for ever on 
*« this delightful fubjed. My heart, warm*d 
*< with your dear idea, would ehdeavour to 
•< make you fcnfible of what it feels for you- 
** But how vaft a difproportion is there be- 
c« tween the fwell of melting thought, and the 
^ flatnefs of words ; they were formed to con- 
*« vcy mere vulgar conceptions, or at moft 
<* emotions lefs firong and aflEefting ; I there- 
** fore want a thoufand namelefs epithets to* 
*' exprefs the force of my friend&ip, the de* 
*« lightful impulfes of my foul. But think 
♦« not, dearMadani, that IJiave only gained 
<« a viftory over a weak and feeble paffion. 
*« Did you know with what a vaft exccfs I 
** have lovedj you might perhaps fosm fomfe 
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** idea of that painful ftruggle it has coft nx 
^' to conquer the moft ardent afFedion, and R- 
** duce it to the difinterefted ftandard, of dm 
«« more fobcr one, which becomes a friend. 
^* But I beg pardon for my impertineiice^ 
*^ which I am afraid has both tired and offend- 
«< ed you, and therefore beg leave to fubfciik 
J* myfelf, 

and mjl Jruoted Friend^ 

LrUCIUS. 

As foon as I had run over the above letter, 
a fudden impulfe of tendcrnefe made me prcfi 
it to my lips with a moft pleafmg extafy ; — ^ 
Nay, you may laugh as much as you plcafcj I 
kifs'd, I fay, the dear charaflers with a tranf 
port of delight ; kifs^d the fenfelefi p^jcr ; and 
having prcfled it to my heart, and fecurcd it, 
in that fituation I arofc and baftened to my 
chamber, in order to perufe it more at my 
lelfurc. I there read it over feverai times, 
but could riot help refleaing how much pleafuit 
I loft by that painful awe, which prevented his 
uttering the melting foftnefs of his heart when 
in my prcfencc, With what extefy fWuld I 

have 
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have heard fuch tender things from his lips, 
efpecially when affifted with the moviiig tone 
of his voice, and the more elegant language of 
his««prelHvecoimtenanoc I Owuld then have 
been all rapture. However, I at laft refolved 
to write ananfwer, when after having blbtted 
and fcrawled over about half a dozen {beets of 
paper without being able to pleafe my {elf, I was 
obliged to lay afide my defign. 

I COULD not diveft myfclf of that foftnefa 
which hisepiftle had infpired me withj all my 
efforts to this purpofc proved ineffeflual. A 
pleafing languor, which hung upon my fpjrjts, 
gave me fuch a fweet lethargy of thought, as 
rendered it impoffibfc for me to exprefs any 
other fentiments than thofe of my heart j and 
they were indeed too tender to be communi- 
cated, efpecially to a lover who wanted my fa- 
ther's approbation to give a fandion to his paf- 
fion. The next morning however I was more 
compofed, and therefore wrote the followine 
letter, which I have not yet had an opportu- 
luty of fending to him. 
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« Pooh Luciust 
44 "IXrEREI difpofed to trittmph bver 
« W the weakne&ofa lover, who in bum- 
« blc ftrains of foft complaint, lays himfelf at 
(« my mercy, I Ihould. pcrhapt find fubjcav 
*< enough in your cpiftfe to rally your paffion, 
<« as well ats ^ur pretended vi£K)ry over it. 
** But I have at prefcnt no indinatioh to in- 
« dulge fuchafavagp gaiety, firtce it would 
« probable give you pain. The flow of ten- 
w der fentiments, that delicacy of paffion^ 
«« which makes yoa defire that I ftould ftill 
<« prcfe^vc my efteem for you, and vour difiiu 
« tercfted and warm concern for my happinefj, 
<* are fo many proofs of your generoiity and 
« imrinfic merit, that I can't help .feeling a 
<« very fenfiUe pleafure everv time I refleft 
« upon them. Your confufion at my good 
^ fortune, which I confefs I took particular 
<< notice of, was too natural for me to be 
<* very much o%ided at it ; and indeed I have 
*< rather pitied cban blarmed your diftrefs. The 
** advantages we receive from wealth, are as 
« fuperficial, I beleve, as anyj»we enjoy; 
** and while they deprive us of that fincerity 
«* and unreferved freedom, th^t opennefs of 
^* behaviour, which perfons in inferior eircum- 

** ftances 
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*' ftanccs receive ^from their friends, they 
** ftrip us of the moft engaging fweets of life ; 
** blcffings, which not all the luxury of incum- 
^* bering magnificence and ftudied fplendor, 
•* not all the homage of empty ceremony, and 
•* fervile fubmiffion, can attone for the want 
•' of. You fee, Sir, I can moralize like any 
** philofopter or divine, and you may poffibly 
** flatter yourfelf that you have taught me this 
** dodrine. Do fo if you pleafe. I own my 
** regard for you; and however romantic 
*• the Platonic friendfhip you propofe may ap- 
*< pear, I readily accept of it, fince that is all 
«' that either you or I ought to hope for. 
** With my fincere refpetSl to my good friend 
•' your fitter, I am, 

Sir, 

Toursy &c. 

FfillCIA. 

How many tender and afljffling fentiments 
was I here obliged to fupprefs ! I was afraid of 
difcovering the fccrets of my heart, though he 
would doubilefs be tranfported to find that I was 
as capable of love as himfelf, and that he had in- 
fpired me with all that foftnefs that could flow 
from the moft paffionate affeilion. But to you 
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I have difcovered all my jpaknefi^ and depend 
upon your friendfhip and good^nature to keep 
it an inviolable fecret, efpec;ally from my hr 
ther, whole goodnefs I am reiblved never to 
abufe by the Icaft a£t of dirobedience. I am, 
dear Charlotte^ in fpite of love, or any other 
rival paffion, 

Moft fvutrtly Thirsy 

FftiaAt 



LETTER VIIL 

Madam, 

THE fatisfadion you difcovered, at the 
little converfation-pi^ce I gave ydu ibme 
account of, in one of my former letters, makes 
me glad of an opportunity to vary my fubjed^ 
and leave the tender tale of love for a theme 
that even one of your gay difpofition, will, I 
am fure, think equally entertaining and in-> 
firuftive. 

The day after I fent you my laft, we had 
the pleafure of receiving a vifit from Mr* Ste* 
vens, thefacetious old gentleman, whofe cha« 
ra£ler you are pretty well acquainted wicb.* 
Tjie afternoon was fpent very agreeably ; but 

before 
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before he took leave^jpy aunt» who ftill takes 
all imaginable pains to contributie to my fatis* 
fadion, by diverfifying my amufements, pro* 
pofed our making a (hort excurfion the next 
day to a nobleman's feat, at no great diftance 
irom U8« I have obfe^ved, (aid (he, fmiling, 
that my neice appears very much delighted 
with this part of the country ; (he feems fond 
of agreeable landfcapes, and my defire of re* 
taining her here as long as poffible, makes me 
wilKng to gratify this ufte,by (hewing her fuch 
as I don't doubt but (he will think both fur- 
prizing and agreeable, ^ill you. Sir, contribute 
to her fatis&£tion and ours, by gi villus your 
company to-morrow. We are apt to be weary 
ki the company of thofii we daily converfe 
with; but a friend of your gaiety will enliven 
Our converfation, and find us conftant matter 
for exercifmg our wit, and rendering us even 
more agreeable to ourfelves. Mr. Stevens re* 
ply'd to this compliment in a very handfonie 
manner ; and at the fame time added greatly 
to the pleafure t had in profped, by faying that 
if it would not be difagree^ble, he would in- 
Creafe our number^ by brittgihg Lucius, and 
another friend with him, wbofe company he 
fancied would make our latisfafiion complete. 
When my aunt reply 'd for us all, that wc 

gladly 
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gladly accepted his offer^^d tl^t Ihe was funr 
the gentieman's being msfriend^ would be a- 
fufficient recommeiMhtion to us. 

Th£ next day before dinner we had the 
yleafure of feeing our old friend return, ac« 
companied by a^oung clergyman his relation^ 
who had jttft fifuflied his ftudies at Cambridge,, 
and the engaging Lucius. Our repaft wag 
ihort, and that being Qver, we fet out in two 
coaches, Mr. Stevens's, and my aunt's'— But I 
(hall not attempt to give a particular defcription 
of all the new and uncommon profpedb which 
difcover themfelves in this delightful part of 
the country, where^ nature withaliberalJiand 
pours our her favours, and with a piofufion of 
frolic bounty, (preads a wildnefs equally extrava* 
gaAtand pleafing. I pafs over the beautiful land* 
fcapes we drove thro' in this agi^eeable tour, fer 
no other reafon than becaufe the view I had of 
them was too fuddqn to render me capabje of 
d^/cribing them ; befides, were it poffible forme 
to do it to advantage, their being fo perfedly 
extraordinary might refleA a little upon my ve* 
racity, and make you iinagine that mj de- 
.fcnpcions were too unconmion to haveany reaL 
exigence in nature* 

Are you not furprifed now, myd^ear Char- 
lotte^ that I can all thi^ while forbear fpeaking 
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of my dear lAjdus, fince there is certainly a 
very exquifite pleafure^'in talking of the nnii 
y^ love : but the rcafonof itiy ndt mentioning 
him was, that as he went in the other coacb^ 
he could only give me now and then a glance, 
which feemed to exprefs a troublefome kind of 
dt£Eidence and fufpenfe, which I fancied arofe 
from his kitging to know what leccption I 
gave his letter, and a fear left he had faid any 
thing in it that had offended me. At laft, 
however, arriving at the park of my Lord 
M***, we by common confcnt agreed to walk 
to the houfe. As foon as I ftepped out of the 
coach, I couM not help being extremely de- 
lighted with the agreeable fcene which lay be- 
fore us, and which I can't, for my life, help 
^ving you (bme defcription of. Here the in- 
termixture of dusky groves, and lightTome 
plains; of woods impervious to the rays of the 
fun, which now fpread his chearing beams 
around us, and the agreeable openings which 
difcovered the bounding deer flying to the co« 
vert of the (bady thicket, prefented a land* 
fcape the moft pleafingly -rural, and worthy the 
attention of the moft curious obfervcr ; while 
we found ourfelves at the entrance of a grand 
walk, which extending to a prodigious length, 
grew infenfiWy narrower, till clofing in per- 

fpcftive^ 
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fycStire, the vifto feemed loft in the grove, 
out of whkb arofe, as if by enchantment, feve- 
ntl bfty ftone turrets, which I afterward fouRd 
were part of a magnificent Gothic edifice, 
built after a moft extraordinary tafte. In fhort, 
the whole fcene» notwithftanding its being very 
ddtghtful) bad fuch a romantic appearance, 
that for fome minutes I could think of nothing 
but caftks and embowering fhade?, arifing fpon- 
taneoufly to the charms of mufic ^ of the work 
of dairies, and the power of necromancy. 

The company was no fooner joined, than 
after fome compliments from the gentlemen in 
the other coach, and their defiring to know my 
opinion of the tour we had taken, we fell in- 
fenfibly into moralizing on the various beauties 
of nature) and comparing the natural connec- 
tion there is between the exterior arrangements 
of bodies, which are formed to delight our fenfes, 
and the proportions of internal beauty; the 
propriety of adiion, and the native amiableneis 
of an honeft, generous, and upright mind« 
That as nature had carefully formed the various 
fenfes with difiereiit powers, adapted to con- 
vey delight to the foul, iiom the multitude of 
outward beings which furround us ; fo (he had 
been no lefs careful in forming the mind with 
fiates and paiTions fordireSing its puifuit toob-^ 

jedb 
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je£b czpshle of raifing it to the fubltmeft pfea*- 
fures ; while thofe pleafures not only refult 
from Its purity, but are the very means of ex* 
alting it to ftill higher degrees of perfedion and 
happinefs. What a deli^tful feniation does 
this azure dome give the eye ! faid Lucius, 
with an air extremely graceful ; could the earth 
be covered with a more beautiful ceiling! a 
finer canopy ! what a pleaiing verdure clothes 
the ground, while it meets the limits of the 
high arch of heaven with intermingling fliades i 
a beautiful carpet for man and beaft ! But all 
lovely as this fcene appears, how much does it 
fall (hort of the nobler landfcape of the mind f 
The hoiieft man, whenever he pleafes to review 
his a£Uons, and contemplate the fituation of 
his heart; perceives a pleafmg extafy arifmg 
from every inftance of his integrity. He fees a 
fymmetry even more tranfportingly beautiful 
than this of nature. A proportion and arange- 
ment of paffions incomparably more pleafmg 
than all the various difpoiitions of light and 
fliade, of woods and pafture, of guggling 
fprings and falling torrents. How vaft the dif- 
ference between the moft lovely fcenes, which 
can arife from the modifications of matter in 
its moft complete perfeftion; between the 
tones of the moft melting and harmonious ac- 
cents. 
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cents, and the nicer and more delicate fenfa* 
tions of an approving confcience ! An .engaging 
inftance of the divine wifiiom and benevolence^. 
to conftitiite the very means of advancing the 
happinefs of others, the means of procuring 
the fubltmeft pleafurestox>urfelves! Very true, 
r^oin'd the clergyman with a fmile ; but if 
we compare the divine congratulations of rea- 
son, the tranquil fweetnefs, and internal fatis- 
f;^£lion of the benevolent man, the patrk)t, 
the friend of mankihd, with the fordid pleafure 
of the fucc^lsfully ambitious, the tricking knave, 
Che abandoned debauchee, bow vaft, how im* 
menfe a difproportion fhall we find in the na- 
ture of their enjoyments ! enjoyments as wide- 
ly diftant as the high-wrought pleafures of 
a God, and the low gratifications of the moft 
groveling animal. Well, but gentlemen, re- 
plied my aunt, laughing and pulling the cler- 
gyman by the fleeve, methings you might be 
fo polite, notwithftanding the rapture which 
feems to parry you out of yourfelves, to allow 
us a fmall (bare in the converfation. lam of 
the fame opinion with you, that as reafon alone 
raifes the man above thb brute, fo the pleafures 
arifing in the mind from a reafonable condu£(, 
muft be infinitely fuperior to thofe of a taere 
fenfualift. But how fhall we be able to per- 

fuade 
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fnzdc thefc (tkgencrate mortals to believe fo ? 
Tho' they have no nation of the pure enjoy* 
ments of the foul ; tho' they are as loft to rea« 
fon, as the herd that ranges in rte field, or 
wallows in the ftye ; and in (hort, tho' fomc 
of them ha vft hardly any thing of the man, 
hut the outward fliape ; yet they ftillaffert the 
dignity of their nature, and would think it an 
affront to be put upon a level with their bre- 
thren of the grinning tribe, tho* their views, 
their defires, their gratifications appear to be 
ihefame. Your obfervation is very juft. Ma- 
dam, returned the deiTgyman ; for it is not the 
external form, which cwiftitutes the man ; 
brutes differ in fhape, and were there any p»- 
ticular fpccies of them found out with features, 
proportions and complexions exaiSHy rcfembling 
ours, we fliould without hefitation con» 
fidcr them only as mere animals, while they 
wanted thofe noble qualifications of the mind,' 
reafon.and judgment, Man (the loweft order 
of rational beings) is only raifed above them by 
his intelleflual faculties j by a light capable of 
dire<aing his purfuit, and raifing him to the 
lublimeft elevation of paflion and fentiment. 
Strip him of this, or which is much the lame 
to him. Jet it lie clouded and obfcured, what 
is he but a groveling animal, without any of 

I the 
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the real and dtftinguifliing perfe&ions of hu« 

man nature. There is indeed this difference in 

the cafe, that man is a brute by choice, they by 

neceffity : he voluntarily proflitutes the noble 

powers of the foul, finks beloytr the dignity of his 

being, and prefers thepleafures of a mere animals 

to the manly entertainments of reafon, the fub- 

lime raptures of an angel. How (hock'd are 

we at the bir& of a monfter, efpedally if it has 

alikenefs in any of its features to one of thofe 

creatures, whom we juftly regard as fo much 

below us. We can't here bear the leaft refem^ 

blance of the brute. Even the mo(t bloody, 

the moft hardened villain is ftruck with horror 

at this external depravity in one of his ovifn oiF- 

fpring, he fickens at the fight ; and yet at the 

fame time can fupport the more monftrous dif- 

proportion of his own corrupt and diforder'd 

appetites. Really, replied Amelia, with a 

fprightly.air, I think the irrational world are but 

little obliged to you for your comparifons : were 

they able to fpeak for themfelves, they might 

very juftly tell you, that they have no thoughts 

of luxury, pride, ambition, avarice, and the 

long train df enormities pradifed by mankind. 

The moft favage and voracious animal never 

kills to encreafe his wealth, or open a way to 

grandeur. It flays to fatisfy his hunger, or in 
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a natural defence of his own life, or ofthofe 
whom he is prompted by inftind to preferve. 

Lucius, perhaps influenced by an impuUe 

of benevolence, which would not fulFer him to 

hear this ftrong reprefentation of the vices of 

jnankind, without feeling fome uneafincis, 

preferved all this while a profound filence ; but 

finding they had done, he was going to make . 

a reply, when I prevented him, by faying. 

You were pleafed. Sir, fome time ago to 

vindicate mankind, from the charge of 

a natural . depravity and propenfion to vice ; 

and I muft confefs, that I was charmed with 

your reafoning, though what I have now heard 

makes me a little fufpei^ it. You know, yoa 

endeavoured to prove from experience, that fo 

far from having any natural impulfe to lead us 

on to vice, we had a moral fenfe implanted in 

the mind, dire£lly calculated to fpur us on to 

the moft amiable heights of virtue ; but how 

is this confiftent with the piSture that has been 

juft given, in which, perhaps, the far greatcft 

part of mankind is included ? I freely confefs, 

that your fentiments of the moral fenfe made 

fuch an impreffion upon my mind, that I have 

confidered it as a very favourite opinion, and 

therefore have waited all this while in expedia- 

tion of its being brought into the fubje£^, with 

F \vhicli 
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which it fcems to have fome connexion ; buti 
iftftead of that, reafon alone has been ineiv<^ 
tioned ; though I imagined , that thofe inward^ 
impulfes to virtuous actions fuperfeded the ufe 
of it. But both I find are infufficient for the 
bappinefs of mankind, fince there is undoubt- 
edly more vice than virtue in the world. It 
muft be acknowledged, Mifs^ faid Lucius, 
that there is too much reafon for the diTagreea-^ 
ble reprefentation> that has been made of a ge*- 
neral depravity. The moft facred engage- 
ments are daily violated ; friendfliip: and love, 
the moft endearing bonds of fbciety, are made: 
a cloak to perpetrate the moll execrable 
vtllanies, the ruin of innocence, the deftrudiion* 
of the unfufpedling and honefl man. The 
traitor to his country afiuipes the honourable 
name of the patriot, and pretends to be ftrug- 
gling for liberty, while he is only paving the 
way to greatnefs, in order to riot in the fpoils* 
of his injured fcllow-fubjefls. In fliort, whole 
orders and degrees of men feem infcded with 
the dreadful contagion of vice and immorality, 
a more than brutal diflblutenefs of manners. A 
dreadful fpeflacle indeed ! a (hocking depravity 
that muft fill every generous mind with an af- 
fcSionate pity and concern ! But let us leave 
this gloomy, this difagreeable fubje£l, and with 

^ hearth 
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hearts warmed with a love of truth and virtue^ 
impartially enquire if vice is really fo prevalent, 
as upon a fuperficial view itappears to be ; by 
which means, I hope you will be convinced, 
that virtue reigns more univerfally than vice, 
and that by the conftitution of nature, man- 
kind have, even in this imperfe£l ftate, more 
real, more exqpifite happinefs than mifery. 
An eftimate of the utmoft confequence both 
to the honour of human nature, and to de« 
n[K>nftrate the wifdom^and benevolence of that 
moral being, who is the father of the human 
foul, and the invariable, inexbauftible (burce 
of the moft perfe<^ and complete goodnefs. 

In order then to form a right judgment of 
mankind, not the band of ruffians^^ not the pub* 
lie or private ftews, nyt the gloomy dungeon 
filled with guilty wretchednefs; but mankind 
in general muft be the fubjefl of our examina- 
tion. Wen^uft extend our views, and glance 
upon the virtues and yices of all the known 
world ; and here wp (ball find the greateft rea* 
ion for an univerfal benevolence -, we (ball fee 
with pleafure a noUe flmplicifey of manners, 
and an integrity of heart, delightfully confpi* 
cuous amidft the barbarifm of ignorance, the 
fuperftition of wild uncultivated nations. 'We 
(ball fee the iame love of their country, the (ame 

F ^ tender 
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tender fcnfibilities of friendfliip, the fame na* 
tural affeSion, the fame reciprocal endearing 
of&ces of focial life, with the far difiant unpo- 
lifhed favage, as with the polite and learned 
European. Nature even here works ftrongly ; 
virtue and vice have names in all languages, 
and fo deeply is the image of the deity im- 
preffed upon univerfal nature, that every ratio- 
nal being has, in general, the fame fenfe of 
an obligation, the fame delightful fenfations 
arifingfrom the confideration of the native and 
intrinfic excellence of aflions beneficent, difin- 
terefted and gerierous, 

s Let us next confider if the ufual ii>anner of 
forming a judgment of private actions be con- 
fident with truth and equity. While the mind, 
like the eye, can only glance on the 
furface of things, we can have but a very nar- 
row view of the fprings and motives which ac- 
tuate even our dearefl friends, and mofl inti- 
' mate acquaintance. How incapable then are we 
to form ajuft opinion of the aftions of thofe 
whofe pailions, whofe inclinations and peculiar 
turn of mind, we are entirely unacquainted 
with ? We are free in our cenfures j we" precipi- 
tately blame the condudt of others j yet, how- 
ever certain we may think the judgment is,which 
we pafsupon their condudl, a little time often 
, 3 convinces 
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convinces us, that our concluflon was formed 
merely upon fallacious appearances ; and that 
we judged of the motive, not from the a6lion it 
was" really formed to produce, but from the 
falfe and deceitful light it appeared in to us. A 
confideration that (hould kill at once all dlfpo- 
iition to calumny and cenforioufnefs, the black- 
eft and moft ignominious of all vices. Thus it 
frequently happens, that thofe adlions which, 
at firft view, feem vicious, upon a more ftriil 
examination, appear to be ftridlly virtuous ; 
and from this experience of the erroneoufnefa 
of our judgments, and that the truth of the 
cafe, when difcovered, generally leans to the 
fide of virtue, it will not furc be thought un- 
rea(bnable to conclude that it is generally fo in 
other inilances ; and that if the real fpring and 
motive to action was confidered, virtue would 
greatly preponderate, and her votaries be vafUy 
more numerous than the votaries of vice« 

Th£ moral fenfe. Madam, is a tafte for 
what is amiable ; that diftinguiOiing faculty of 
the mind which makes us fieU ■ fenfibly 

and ftrongly fed^ ■ the harmony and 

difcord of a£tions. It is the touchy the ear of 
the foul ; while reafon is the eye to regulate the 
exertions of this fympathetic faculty. The mo- 
ral fenfe feels inftantaneoufly without waiting 

F 3 for 
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for the flow delibefatiCte of the rational poweiS 
to know if it ought to do ib: while reafen is 
given us to reign fupreme, 'to examine ihe fit- 
nefs of the objed by 'which we are intendered, 
and to regulate in what nfdnner we muft exeft 
our benevolent offices, fo as'beft to render our 
endeavours fubfervient to the general good and 
happinefs. Thus reafon, like a mild and gra* 
clous prince, is to dirtSt the will, and give 
laws to the paffions and appetites, in fuch a 
manner as not only to piooiote the general in- 
tereft and felicity of the mind it inhabits $ but 
to diffufe its friendly and benign influences to 
all its fellow minds : and when this is the cafe, 
We ?& in conformity to the moft perfed vir- 
tue» On the contrary, vice is nothing die 
but a mifapplication, and abufe of fome right ' 
and laudable afFediohs; fo evident is it, without 
arguing from the perfe&ions of the deity, that' 
he has not formed any of his creatures with a 
Vic(o\is bia& and propenfity • 

He life the ckrgyman feeing Lucius make a 
paufe, rejoined, the intention ought always Co 
be the rule of our judgment on the condufl of 
others ; for in this ftate of imperfedion and 
diiScuIty, we are fometimes unabk to reduce 
our wills, however regular, into proper adion j 
and indeed the event does but feldom cor- 

refpond 
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-re^ond with our difpofitions. Wc ought not 
therefore to determine a cfaarader vidous from 
one ortwo bad anions ; nor from the compa- 
ratively few abandoned wretches, to pronounce 
human nature in general abandoned. But by 
what means are we able to judge of the inten- 
tion, or to fearch into the fecrct fprings of ac- 
>tion? We can't take in half thofe minute cir- 
-cumftances that attend them, the kaft of which 
might poffibly be fufficient to alter our opinion : 
fo far from this we judge, not according to the 
temper and fuuation of the perfun cenfured, 
but from our own ))articular fenfe of things. 
Thus, to a generoua open mind, a little parii- 
iliony may appear as a mark of a narrow con* 
ttaAed fpirit i but upon examination into the 
perfon'sc&cumftances it will be found, perhaps, 
to be nothing more than a prudent concern for 
the welfare and fupport of his family, and fo 
for frombeing a blemifli to his virtuous cha* 
rader, may be an eB^cSt of that virtue which 
it ieems to contradict. But fatther to illuftratC 
this engaging truth, which feems abfoiutely 
neceflary to the peace and (atisfa£lion of every 
benevolent and compaffionate mindf^ let us con- 
fider that in this ftate of imperfedion, we are 
no more capable of arriving at a perfedion in 
▼ice, than we are of virtue. The moft aban** 
> F 4 don'd 
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ion'd of our fpccics, have fome amiable qua- 
lities which it is impoffible for them to erafe ; 
virtue has ftill feme engaging charms ; nor is 
it poffible for any man of common fenfe not 
to feel the force of its attrafiivc beauties ; there- 
fore if deceived by falfe appearances and de- 
lufive profpefts of prefent pieafure, they rebel 
in one inftance, there are others in which they 
venerate her facred laws. 

Be fincere now, my dear Charlotte, and 
confefs that I have wearied you with the repe- 
tition of this grave converfation. A variety of 
other remarks were made upon the feme fub- 
jefls, which entertained us till we arrived at 
the houfe j but in pity to you and myfclf, I 
fhall make hafie to conclude, and only (ay, that 
we were entertained with much golitenefs by 
my Lord ; when having drank tea, we drove 
home, highly delighted with our agreeable ex- 
curfion ; but there is one particular that I 
ought not to forget to mention, and that is, 
that before I took leave of Lucius I found an 
opportunity to give him my letter. -He received 
it with an air of aftoniftment and confufion, 
imagining, I believe, that it was his own I re- 
turned ; but a fudden glance of his eye in a 
moment difcovered his miAake, when his 
countenance changed from a troubled palene(s 

to 
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to a glowing red. He had not then an oppor- 
tunity offpeakingto me; but giving me a look 
fparkling with joy and furprife, he retired in 
fuch a manner as difcovered his impatience to 
know the contents. I am now heartily wea- 
ry ; and begging you would pardon the imper- 
tinence of your friend, fubfcribe myiclfy 

Madam, 

Tour moft obliged and 

affe^maU Friend^ 

F£1ICIA« 
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Mt dear engaging Friend, 

COULD Ipoffibly imagine, that with a 
temper {o eafy, gay and fprighcly, I 
fliould be able to make fuch a change in your 
difpoiition, as I find my illnefs has occalion'd. 
How endearing is that tender concern, that 
pleafmg warmth of aiFe<5lion with which you 
intereft yourfelf in my diforder, and endeavour 
to fupport my fpirits by the Toothing fympa* 
thies^ the reviving confolations of friendfhip. 

F 5 It 
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It 18 now two months fince I was feized 
with a fever ; and I have yet hardiy ftrength to 
write to you ; but I can't forbear making an 
attempt to remove your fears ^ by telling you 
as foon as poffible, that I am at lad out of dan- 
ger. I have lately bad a near profped of 
death -, but while I ftood upon the verge of 
that awful ftate, that undifcovered country, 
••from whofe bourn no traveller rcturm**, 

4 

I felt my mind calm and fcrene, as if charm'd 
with the infpirjng' harmony of fome angelic 
choir: all before me was extafy, the moft 
tranfporting extafy! raptures unutterable, de- 
lights boundlefs and eternal ! But my inter- 

' Tab of fenfe were ifaort, and difturb'd with 

pain ; I was almoft continually delirious ; and 

^ in thefe diftr^ions of mind inceilantly repeated 

the beloved name of my dear Lucius. I gave 

him the tendered epithets ; and wrapt in a 

'fcnd delctfion of thought, fancied he walkM 

^ith me through the moft delicious fcenes 
imagination could paint, uttering the fofteft, 
the moft melting words j to which I replied in 

'^rms full of the fame paffionate tendernefe. 

*^he whole family were witnelles of thefe yirild 
jTOvings of fancy, which can't fail of raifing 

ibsof^ fu(picion$ of what I have endeavoured to 

^'^oaced 
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conceal with the ulmoft care ; tbo' n<»ie bu^ 
Amelia has laken notice of it to me. But bow 
Lucius bcbayed I am yet altogether unac- 
quainted; nor durft I enquire. 

I FiHO, my dear Cbarlotfe, thatlmuft 
break off ^ a painful langucu' deprefles my foul ; 
my fpirits fink, and I am too much fatigued to 
proceed. If what I write is either uninteUigibie, 
or more than commonly incoherent, a trembling 
hand, and giddy head are my excufe ; but how- 
ever indifpofed I am, nothing (ball excufe me 
^Jirom being, 

DsAR Madam, 

Sincertfy Tour^s, 

s 

•Felicia. 
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LETTER X. 

Madam^ 

I A M now able to write you a longer letter 
than roy laft i a circumftance that gives me 
the higheft pleafure ; fo glad am I, at being 
ab!e to refume my literary converfation with 
you, 

A s foon as I was able to leave my room and 
receive company, I had a vifit from the maiden 
lady, 'Mr. Stevens's fifter, whom I ihall dif* 
guife under the name of Prudilla ; and indeed 
I had no reafon to be offended at feeing her, 
fmce I might well bear with her impertinence 
for the (akeof the perfon (be brought with her. 
Lucius, impatient for an opportunity of leeing 
me ; which he durft not even attempt alone, 
for fear of giving my aunt fome fufpicion of 
the intereft he had in my recovery, Had offer* 
ed his fervice to wait upon her, which (he ac«» 
cep ing, gave us both the means of indulging by 
cur mutual glances, the tender fentiments which 
fwelled our bofoms. The moment he enter'd 
the room I could read in his looks, that he had 
a thoufand things to fay to me, only proper 
to be uttejed in private. His countenance dif- 
covcrcd a joy, which glow'd in QV^ry feature ; 

but 
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but when he congratulated me upon mj re* 
turning healthy a fear of (aying too much, 
made him fay too little; but however few 
his words, the air and moving tone in which 
he uttered them, fufficiently exprefled how 
much they came from his heart. Need I tell 
you. Madam, faid he (turning his back to 
my aunt, doubtlefs to prevent her reading 
his looks) that I fympathife with the reft of 
your friends in their joy for your recovery ? 
While a darting tear, and a glance the moft 
charmingly tender, made me at once interpret 
bis meaning, and fancy that he would have 
faid, Omy dear ! with what tranfport dol fee yoa 
again ! how vaftly does my extafy at your reco- 
very, exceed the cold joy of thefe other friends !' 
Our firft compliments being over, and a- 
bundance of queftions afked concerning the na-* 
ture and progrefs of my illnefs, Prudilla intro- 
duced a piece of private hiftory, v^ich gave her 
a charming opportunity of indulging for a fe^ 
minutes her prevailing inclination for detra£lion« 
Have you heard the news, Ladies? faid flie, 
afTuming an air of ftarch'd modefty ; really, it 
is fo extraordinary that it makes one afhamed 
of one's fex. To what a prepoftcrous height 
of wickednefs is the world grown ! Pofitively 
one is furprifed to think of the impudence of 

fome 
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fome people. WoaU yoo 'think it f Mtfs 
X^cy wai, (I bkrfh for tht creature) --Pny, 
Ma<}ami (aid my aunt, explain yourielf; wlnt 
of Mifs Lucy i Really, rrjoincd PnidiUa, the 
affair is fo indecent, that it it a (bode to mo- 
deAy but to oaention it. Well^ Madam, laid 
I, rather tJian offend your delicacy, ire will 

-' let Mifs Lacy alone, and chaage the (uhpBt* 
That is Jdndt my dear> returned €aA fmiling ; 
ihe was brptoght to bad laft nig^tj I am fiire 
I am all of a flame now, .added (be, smd tile 
creature O Madam^ cried Lufiiis, with 

a defign >to«3ake her changfs the fulled, that 

^modeft bhifli becomes you incomparably* 

^.Here all the company fnailcd ) fw Prudilla's 
cheeks diicoirered not the leaft tindure of her 

^ pretended confufion $ howcvert his artkice had * 
noeffed. RcaUy, refumedflie^ bridKngjback 
iierhead, anddrawii^upberJIips, aUnflbdocs | 
Ibmetimes become one mightily i wbichris 
Jbme recompence for the pain it givea ooe i j 
but as I was faying, the*thfng Ims the impi*- | 
dence toexcufe herfelf by pmending" ■■ 
At this moment my phyfican eater'd the roona> | 
and gave her the mortification of being agaia 
interrupted by his aslung me feveral qudUons ; < 
but at laft taking a chair, flie refumed a thicd 

^4ime : As I wasa faj(ing» Madam^ — >-— *Pray^ 

^iadiesy 
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ladies, cTj^4 the ihyBnm^ Idtcrruptitig her 
iigain^ mty I ksloir the (ts^cA bf your convert 
fation« Yes, Sir » replied Aiaelia^ Qur friend 
liens wn oieAtioDiiigii dmmftinire febrinc to 



aa ohh^y lady that has been deluded, and 
leet bcoi^fhl tQ bed left oigbt. V^ ^ood, re- 
plied he. Not fo good neither, cry'd the 

^^ude in a peeYifli tiwie* The im|mdent flut 
would excufe herfelf by faying " k O (be 
would {sedfuade m to belitve^ I itip^ie^ cr/d 
tbedo£tor» withaftefcr, that the )oiinggeAtl^ 
note, after piottiitng her mirri^e^ and fweat* 
ihg a thoiiiaiHl ^thi to convince her of his fi- 
delity, findii^ at laft all his arguments piove^ 
unfucceftfuly in a fitofde^aitdrew faisfwonki 
when* i^ointiag it to hiabofom* be {M«teaded 
that fiitce ihe W96 fo cruel asfo dtfimft bis fin • 
cerity » tie voiild give her the bift (nroof of the 
vidence of bis paffioa. Here terr^ed at this 
dreadful fight, and melting with pity, ihe flies 
upon ham, ftops his hand, tells him that tbe-n 
convinced of his fince£ity,.and wiU give him 
every proof of it be can resffonaUy defire. He 
now eagerly fei^eB the tender moment, preiTes 
ber clofe, till (he at laft confents topurchafe 
his life with the bfs of what ought to be infi<- 
-aiitely dearer to her than her own. While he in 

• ^the^^mcan time-laughs to find her become the 
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dupe of hit artifice; ridicules her foolifli fond- 
nebf dut could make her thmk him in earneft ; 
and^ in (hort, gbries in the Mbk vi£bry he 
has gained, over, her honour. This to be fure 
was die cafe» contiauedhe ; at leaft we (hoold 
be charitable enough to think fo^ in vindicatioii 
of die poor lady. 

We all fmikd at this piece of raillery, while 
Prudilla difoovered by her unfettled looks, that 
flie was at a k>(s to know whether fhe ought to 
difsq;>prove or commend this inftance of the pby^ 
fician's vivacity ^ fince (he could not gueis wiie- 
ther it was intended to ridicule all the excufes 
dut could be made in her £sivour, or to- apolo- 
gize for her condud. But the moment he had 
done fpcaking, Lucius rejoined with amodeft 
uttaflFeded air : We ought not to wonder if an 
artful villain can fometimes triumph over a 
mind» who knowing itfcif incsq[»ble of deceit, 
can hardly be brought to-fufpefi: another, efpe* 
cially the man (he loves, of a guilt the moft 
black and (hocking to nature ; but that an ho- 
neft man (hould be fo loft in paffion, and 
hurried away by the fever of impetuous defke, 
is indeed a cafe very extraordinary, and not ea- 
fily accounted for. Can a virtuous man be fo 
void of reafon, fo loft to prudence and the 
tender delicacies of an innocent paffion, as to 

hazard 
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hazard for a moment the honour and repnta'- 
tion of her he loves ? Will he not even diftnift 
himfelf ? Nay, fuppofing him ever fo certain 
of the integrity of his own heart, are there not 
a variety of circumftances which may render it 
impoflible for him to fulfil his engagements i 
And muft not the bare poffibility of this damp 
even the very firft idea of a too precipitate pka- 
fure which may be b dearly bought i The kaft 
apprehenfion of mining the objed of hb ten- 
dered affedions, muft furdy give him the moft 
painful alarms, and fill his mind with the moft 
dreadful fears, the moft terrible conflids. And 
is it not equally furprifing, returned my aunty 
that a modeft lady can hear a propolal of this 
kind, without being (hock'd ! without looking 
into the gulf of mifery.and ruin which lies be- 
fore her ! without trembling at^ the dangers * 
Vhich furround her ! without imploring the 
divine aififtance, and refolving to lofe her life, 
rather than taint her virtue, or furrender her 
honour upon the faireft promifes! but alas! 
we frequently fee people ad without thought, 
and unintimidated by the mifery of thofe, who 
have fallen into the fame fiiare, precipitately 
rufh upon their own deftrudlion. A promiie 
of marriage is the ufual bait ; but this unhappy 

lady's flory ought to convince every one, that ^ 

even 
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^cven in the oearcft profpeA of tfaitt noicn^ k k 
the h^^heft degree Of folly luid madnefs, to 
drop the luard of innocence^ and allow lier in- 
tended hu&band liberties inconfiftent wrtb •de-' 
^cency, and the referve of a modeft prudence. 

It is a great misfortune, rejoin'd Lucius 
^m^ith an air of candor, that in this cafe, a fatfe 
filep, (which may poffiUj proceed from no- 
thing more than imprudence, or a too eafy 
•« confidence) (houkl be attended with fuch 
-dreadful confequences with reipeft to the lalks ; 
* and one a^ion throw an indelible fiain on the 
fiireft charaAer, while another perfbn of an 
infinitely worfe difpo&tion, may Indulge the 
^rancour of her heart in fporting with the ho- 
' tiour and reputation of tboufiuMli* Mift Lucy 
ns «Jady-9Qfie&*dof ibmany virtues, thattf the 
.cafe required it, every one, I think, would be 
.glad of feeing reaibn to believe her left crimi'- 
jial than ihe may appear at firft view; but if I 
. am^tiot mifinform'dy there is no need of mfli* 
ing for itafons to excufe her condud* A 
variety of extraordinary circumftances aro in 
. her &voar : her modefty and virtue have ftood 
the feveitft (hock } and if it be thought that fb€ 
has here loft ail preteniions to then), it. ought 
to be Gonfidered too, that the day (ne forfeited 
'them, aiypearcdtoher^ and all her friends, the 

laft 
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lift of her freedom. The next day was to have 
igiven him that right to her perfon which love, 
41 reciprocal love, had conftituted long before. 
She was his hf oUigations the moft facred and 
Undiiig —- .*-^— obligations that can only be 
confirmed, but never increafed, either by the 
affifiance of the magiilrate or prieft. They 
thought themfeh-es fecure in each others fide- 
lity ; they fancied itothing could prevent the 
hffppy ceremony from being folemnized ; but, 
alas ! life itfelf is precarious ; that very night he 
-was kized with a malignant fever, which tho' 
^ ii carried him off in a few days, in all his inter- 
vals of feafe heacknowled^d his engagements, 
and even in his laft moments called her his wife, 
and confirmed the right he had ^ven her in 
bia wilt, to polled his •ihit^'^ frequently ex- 
preffitig his defire of having it &ithfully exe- 
ctttsed. How ! cried Prudilla^ in a bfty tone df 
authority, do you pretend to vindicate the 
creature? If ihe has loft her reputation, it is 
up taorc than (hedeTerves. IwooH hate no 
merc^ <Hi ftich impudent confident things. 
Cati any punifliment be great enough for the 
fltits Who are fuch a difgracc to the modefty of 
our fex? iThey Ihould be all burnt aKvc, 
or hang'd at Jeaft. '■ Hold, Madam, 

:xe];^ed my avnt, haAiJy Interrtopeittg her, in- 
deed 
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deed you are too ievere. It muft be confef/d 
indeed, that both (he and her lover were much 
to blame : they were certainly guilty of the 
higheft degree of imprudence and folly ; but 
you ought to confider too, that virtue does not 
confift in the lofs of humanity and good man- 
ners. I was prefent when the young gentle- 
man expired, and was witnefs of a fcenc that I 
ihall never forget as long as I live. The very 
remembrance brings the tears to my eyes. . A 
few minutes before he breathed his laft, his 
fenfes, which had been longdifhirb'd returned, 
when calling for his dear wife, Lucy who (at 
near the bed drown'd in grief, and fatigued 
with her conftant watching, (buted from her . 
filent fadnels, while her impatience to know 
what he had to (ay> fufpended for a moment 
the falling tear. He preiled her in his weak ^ 
and trembling arms, and endeavoured in the 
moft endearing manner to enable her to fupport 
his lofs I faid the kindeft, the moft afFeding 
things ; till at laft his countenance brightening 
into a pladd ferenity, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and ftill preffing her hand, feemed 
to make her the fubjeft of fome ardent peti* 
tion; but he hadnofooner (ini(hM his filent 
ejaculations, than fixing a moft tender look up- 
on her, he cried. Adieu, my Lucy, my wife i 

when 
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v/lien ibutting his eyes, he funk upon the 
pillow and expired. ■ ■■ But what words 
canexprels the unhappy Lucy's defpair ? She 
fainted away^ upon his lifelefs body ; her cheek 
lay upon his, and equalled the mortal palenefi 
of that it preiFed. I affifted in carrying her 
out of the room, and recovering her fenfes ; 
but they no fooner returned, than (fad effeA 
of the moft violent grief !) her tears^ her in- 
ceflant tears were flopped ; and (he gave way 
to a filent fober melancholy^ infinitely more 
terrible than the ftrongeft impulfes of raging 
deipair. Alas ! cried Lucius, (in a tone that 
plainly expreiled the compaffionate di(pofition 
of his heart) how much is this poor lady to be 
pitied ! but would not her diftrefs, her (hame, . 
her infamy have been greater, if her grief had 
fprung from his infidelity rather than his death i 
She now juflly laments a man every way wor- 
thy of her efteem and afFeflion ; his memory 
is flill dear to her ; his virtues are a pleafing 
fubje£t of melancholy delight, and foothing 
pain. But with what agonies of rage, vexa- 
' tion and madnefs would (he have fuflained the 
I (hock of finding the man falfe on whofe fide- 
lity (he had repofed her honour ! with what 
mortifying inquietudes would (he find herfelf 
contemned by him Ibc loved! ytt the 

guilt 
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guilt would ia faS be his alone;, the foUy andt 
HTiprudenca hers* Confcious of the fHirity 
of an innocent heart, her fisyertR. reproaches^ 
mufi fall upon the guilty vitiain, the barbarous 
betrayer of her peace and happineb, and not 
immediately on herielf. Yet- how vaftly diffe- 
rent muQ be the lefledions of a bdy m thefii 
circuml}ances> frem thoie of the ielf-decefled 
proftittfte, the abandoned wretch^ wfaoforava* 
rice, ambition, or guilty deftre^ covers berfelf 
with eternal infamy and reproach ; with irre- 
parable lofs of honour ; with the averfion of sdl 
the wife and good ; with the ftknt, but infinitely 
more dreadful upbratdings of a guilty, confci- 
ence ; the horrors^ of remorfe^ and that ago^ 
nizing dread which accompanies aconfcioufhefs 
of the divine difpleafu re, doubly terrible in all 
her views of futurity ! What fuperlative wretch* 
ednefs ! Can imagination paint any diflrefi equal 
to that which thus arifes from the racking per* 
turbation of a mind afliamed of itfelff or can 
all the boafted advantages of wealth, pride, 
and fuccefsful ambition, (the trifles for which 
the tranquil fweets of innocence are forfeited) 
fupport the fpirits finking under fuch a flood 
of complicated mifery ? 

H£RE Lucius concluded, and fome ladies 
coming in at the fiime time, the converfation 

took 
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took a di&reot furo. I leave jou now, ixtf 
dear Charlotte, to ouke what reflq^Uons yoifc. 
pleafe upon what I have here related ; the com- 
pany foon broke ups but I could not ieeLu*^ 

. cius retire with the reft, without feeling am 
uneafiners that let me know the tiuxk of myt 
paiEon. However, he had the addrefs in 
parting,. to flip the following letter into m/ 
hand unperceived ; he delivered it with an. 
air of tendcrnefs, faying with a low voice; 
Since I am not permitted, Madam, eithet ta 
(end or fpeak to you alone^ forgive the abfur- 

'dity of my being my own melTenger* I siader 
no other anfwer than wi&iiig him a good njghr, 
and, as foon as he was gone, feized the firft op* 
portunity of retiring to my chamber, wiuufi fe- 
curing the door, to prevent my being £ir- 
prifed,' I broke open the feal, and read the fol^ 
lewing lines : 

^^ DsAK Madam, 

^ T F you knew with what an exce& of grief 

** X I have lamented your illnefs, while I con- 

*' fidered you on the borders of the grave, 

< < you might perhaps form fome idea of that 

^^ fweet, that tranfporiing joy, with which I 

** find you returning to life, and all the fatis- 

« fadians of health and cafe. I can't heJp 

•* regarding 
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«^ regarding yoor phyfioiiii 716 my 4ttdF 
<< friend ; I could bug Jiioi to^fiif 4t>lllfMitf 
<< contributipg to your rocoiwyf at' tiie&n^ 
'^ time that I bleis the utten tead «f pi(|v{t 
<' dence, and pour out my^^zMol hett^ (U 
<< that moft gra^ou» Uiog vbo iMi iieaitf m^ 
<< pcayors» who ha%bih^fiiite»aq)attn^ny 
«< incci&Qt teaiB. Amdia^t AksitUp fm my 
^< filler^ and the conoerii liny ^Ittve liorib ilir 
^^ all that relates to you, Juiire p|ogiufid «ib air 
^ < opportunity of learai^i^eiy <i$|i t()fr BaHtB df 
<< your difurder, without aiy^wnmngihe^lia^ 
V zard ofdtfcoveriogtxqrpnAoti toj^our aunf,' 
** by a follicitude that wwid doubtJefe render 
^' me furpe(Btd, : Yet what a multitude- of 
^* hopes and fears has this corce^ndea^e given' 
^' me! inafwift Aicceffion they haveratfed 
^^ my foul to fudden rapture, and then funk 
*^ me down into the moft dreadfud defpair 1 
^^ Sad viciiStude ! All my happineb ieemed i(f 
^' depend upon your life ; and while that was 
^^ at ftake, a profpe6l of inevitable mifery laf 
*' before me. All joy feem*d departing* A 
'^ folitary fadnefs, a dreary gloom bung upon 
" my fpirits, and hoverM round the various 
** beauties of nature ; they had no charms for 
*• me. Not wealth nor titles with all their 
^ fplendor could have calm'd the angutfli 

** occafion'd 
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*• oecalion'd by your ]ofi. 'White I thought 
^^ iiKf Ae moft lovely fornix and the fairelb 
^ mind were near being feparated, my heart* 
^ ftriogswerB rfady^to burft, as if the ycry 
f^ (int of liii aiid wad beat was going to be 
^ torn fiom my bofom. Religion only had 
^* power ^ nKxkfaie my -grief, and bjr its 
*.* nrriving confolations difperfis the darkening 
^ doada wUcfa hung about my foul , ■■ B ut 
V kom fhallibeabte^ defcribe the ludden^ 
^ camiy, die tranljporting rapture #hich filFd 
^ my breaft» when I heard that you were out 
^* #f danger ? I fickened with a fweet exceft 
i* 6{ ctelighl. -^ But alas f to what purpofe 
^ «re ftefe iAvdhiAtary tranTports? Why 
^' do I i»lace all my happinefs in leeing and 
^^ liearii^ you, fince no facred ties will ever 
^ Bind us together, and Ibcure the continu* 
*^ ance of tbefe innocent enjoyments? Ac* 
^ cept however of my warmeft congratula-«> 
*< tions, and while my happineis depends en* 
^ tirely upoh youPs, believe me to be the 
-^ fincereft zfii moft afie^onate of your 
-^ feryants» 
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I CONFESB5 my dear firien^t t|)^t IwM 
not read this letter without te^ij^and i^^i^piy 
ipi9e refl^dipns 00 thi;'uA)i4B9Vie& ^ n^y fitii» 
atioxi I but sr3 it is liq^ to ^ppocW^ qyr; Ipog 
epUl.le, i fb^iU paf? ovqf tl^|^i|fiq(|i(t tboi^tpi 
aji4 f^bfcribe myfclf, . • • , t . 

' XT 

LETT»a XI, 

ROM Aoiaranthine bowers^ and eoh 
browniog (V^ ades,from flowery lawns, and 
all the fil^nt folemn fcpnes o^.^^ip^MM'^^l* 
cencc and harmlcft l6ve, tl^ friend' Felicfi^ 
greets her other fclf^ her dear^ fecr,n]iHcb toyed 
tharlottc. 

Don't you think noW^ my dear, by this 
beginning, that I am tolerably well read in ick 
m^nce, and have drank deep of tbe J^irit of ^ 
thole extraordinary perforinante$. At leafll 
think I ought to have fome knowledge pf tbem» 
fince I feem to be writing one myfelf. M« 
plot now begins to thicken ; and I (hall cer- 
rainly, if ever thefc letters come to light, be 
confidercd in fome future time, as a little he- 
3 roine^ 
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feinCf- while Lucius will have an ujidifputed 
tfidta to the honour of being the hero of my 
fldty, ' He hfii now a very formidable obftack 
ftytneouBter with, before he can even ho|^e ta 
wtfvt^ at 'the' height of his happinefs : but yovL 
need not be (righted, here are no fiery dra>* 
gohs to conquer, ' or i nckanted caflle to florm ; 
my paflqral adventures will furnifli no fucli 
{irodigies; I will therefore leave thefe mar- 
yellQU$. eyeiits tolt)^ doughty, wonder-workiqg 
champions of andent date, and content myfelf 
With flicking elofc t» truth and nature ; and 
don't doubt but that in the ruftic fimplicity in 
vvhicb I fpehd my time^ I Ihall furnifb a hifloiy 
at leaft as entertaining as theirs. And indeed 
whatever name b given to my flory, whether 
of rural* adventures, novel, or romance, I 
diould be very well fatisfied, though all the 
world thought it fidlitious^ might I atlaft f which 
I'har^ly dare hope for) have it conchided, like 
the mdft celebrated pieces of imaginary fcenes 
of love and gallantry, in a happy cataftrophe. 

A s I am very fond of my coufin Polly, who 
is one of the prettied little creatures you ever 
faw, I frequently amufe myfelf, and divert her, 
with gathering flowers, making garlands, and 
Sometimes pbcing them in her hair, or adorning 
her head with a wreath, as agreeable for it, 

<j 2 odours 
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odors, as for the intermingled luftre of its glowr 
ing colours. You can't imagine, Madam^bow, 
-charmingly the dear child looks when thus'« 
adorned; you would be apt- to take her fori 
tome little fylvan deity, or one of the inhabi-. 
tants of the fkies. The weather being extreme*, 
ly fine, we went yefterday morning into the.- 
garden to divert our&lves in this innocent maor 
ner, when having fpent fome time in ou« 
childifli paflime, a defire to indulge at large my 
own reflexions, made me leave my young, 
companion, and retire into a neighbouring 
field ; there I feated myfelf on a rifing bank», 
beneath which ran a ftream that, flowing^ 
fwiftly with a gentle murmur, drew my atten- 
tion, and fixed my eyes upon the various co* 
loured pebbles which ihone thro* the HquadK ' < 
cryfial. But tho' tbefe triBes ei\gaged my 
Ipoks, my heart was fixed upon an^jofivinfi- 
iljtely more important $ I was thinking of my 
dearLucius^ and enumerating in idea not only 
his feveral perfeSions,^ but recoUeding all the 
fine things I had tiisard him fay : and could I be , 
cntertaioecl ip aihanne^ more delightful ? But I 
•had not long 'indulged theie pleafing contempla*^ 
tions, yfl^en tt was interrupted by my little} 
,pranfer^ Wl^ feeing me at adiftance^ came 
ouiQing with her hmdi iuU Qf flowers* I was 

then 
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then Co Buried in thoueht, that I did not fee her 
tiiribe was almoft come up to me, when cal- 
ling me to look at her treafure, and to obferve 
feme carnations fhe herfelf had been placing in 
fier hair^vl was fo vex'd at being difturb'd 
in my pleafing dreams, that I could not help 
ahfwering her a little peeviflily, and defiring 
Her- to leave me* She wa&jiiftly furprifed tor" 
He my humour fo foon chang^d, and with r 
voice that fpoke her out of breath with runniog^^ 
£nd^ She wondered how fhe had made me an«»- 
gry 5 but that (he would not leave me till I 
bad forgiven her. The teacs now trickling 
down herTofy^'cheeks, made me In a moment' 
s^am'd of my fudden ill-nature. I took her 
in my arms, and fondly kiffing her, told her I 
only defined to be a few minutes alone, and 
begged (he would tell me what {he wanted. . 
You told me, faid (be, refuming her ufual 
fweetneg, that thefe flowers made me Ipofe 
Ydry pretty ; won't they, Madaai> make you 
look pretty too? I wanted to make you as^ 
fine as you made me. Won^t you let me J^Ttf» 
your head? I could not help fmiling at this- 
queftion ; but upon her perfifting in berre^ 
«}ueft, latlaftconfented, and fancying nol^y^ 
could poffibly (ee me, refolved to do as &c de-' 
fired, and after wardUead her through thegair^ 

Q 3 ^n* 
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den, to divert my aunt and Amdiawith heir«h3f 
diih frolic. I therefoie took a ribbpo outof m]| 
pocket, SMid enamelling it i/ritb the brighter 
colours I could- fekfl; from tbofe (he brought 
me, bound It round my head;. wben.aj]ilm4pul£s 
of curioCty made me^hafiily go nearer thf 
kook to place it ta advantage^ and fee howt 
veil, it became me^ Here I fia>'d fbme -time 
with my eyes fixed on the.watery mirror, holdr 
ing the beauteous child by her hand, and ob-» 
ferving the different efFe£b thefe fantaftic of* 
naments had in the countenances of *oar fliae 
dowy images. I was r now in a. moft gay. and 
lively humour, and lifting ,up my eyes with a 
chearful fmile^ was going to propofe our r^ 
turn home, when I was firuck with the fighC 
of a well drefied gentleman, -who ftood gating 
vpon u8 from the oppofite bank, and who had 
doubtlefi been awitnefs of all my fooleries. Ia<- 
vocent as myamufement had been, I could 
Aot at fifft recover from the confuiion and 
dlforder this fpefiator gave me. However, I 
turned haftily, and taking-hold of Mifs Polly's 
hand, began to move towards the garden, at 
tte fame time pulling off my various coloured 
tiara, threw it to the ground ; when the 
ftranger having flood ftill for a moment, fud- 
denly leaped from the oppofite bank^ haftened 

after 
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irfter !me, and fdzing the hand that was at 
Sberty, after a deluge of compUments, which' 
difcovercd at Icaft his good breeding, condud* 
cd me hotne^ My atint immediately by her 
behaviour let me fee that Ihe was far from be- 
ing difpleafed with my companion ; (he treated 
him with the uCmoft refped, yet endeavoured 
frequently to dive into his thoughts, by exa« 
n^inihg his countenance with a fcrupiilous and 
fte^dy infpefHon. She feemed to penetrate his 
rery Ibul ; not the leaft gefture could efcape 
her notice : yet ihe was (o cautious in thefe 
piercing regards, that it was impoffible for him 
to obferve them ; and indeed her looks all the 
while exprefled a ^tisfafHon that let me fl^ 
that whatever difcoverics Ihe had made, they 
were for from being difagreeable to her j foif 
whenever my eyes met h'er^s, I Cbuld cafily 
difcern an a(Fe£Honate kind of joy, which 
feemM to arife from the tel^der glow of a 
warm heart. 

The gentleman behaved all this while with 
the moft'perfedteafe and freedom, ^lA with* 
oot appearing under the leaK confifaiiit'bf the *' 
oH lady's prefencc, entertained me wJth the 
confident freedom of an old lover, who thinks 
he has a right to our tcndetnefi and refpeft. 
Nay, he toM mj aunt , eviin tii itty pf eience* 

G 4 tU 
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heart I informed her of tho miiuiteft ^iccutt^ 
fiance relatjog to my. .behapriour; dcTcribedL- 
tbe flowers which adorn'd my: bead ; drew^ls 
comparifon bsetween them^^aad Qocufthisoim. 
worda) the more lovely aodattra^ve beautie|< 
of my cheeks.^ . Nor was .my Oiape, ix^ 9m 
forgotten; be took me for fome deity i,t 
could certainly be no \c($ than one of the im-* 
mortals*. Here be discovered .all the hea(beA« 
mythology, be had learnt at ichool^ prol^leil. 
that be miflook me for Florae and left L 
Ihould be too fimpie to underftand the honotir. 
that was done me by this comptarifon> told me^ 
^at (he was*, one of themoft diannii^ ^f^dli 
the goddefles ; and couM be equalled in beaU^ 
if none upon eartk b«it me* In flior^ be 
even offered to g9 himfelf and fetch tbefloHwrf: 
wreath that fo much became me; aflurtd ^h^ 
that Che firft moment h^faw me, was the laft 9& 
liis liberty ; an4 afierted,^that if L would conibit 
to be hlS| be ihould ever lifter our marri^^ 
oUqfiL me Co perpetuate the rememhrance o( 
that happy day» by 'Weanng. upon it a likf 
blooming crown. 
Tku9 be run on for a quarter, of an boat 

tK0thert widiout giving either n9X»i«t.^^v^ 
-/. -aa 
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gop p c tf uu iy ' of jpfeiking a fln^e fylhiblef 
kefiva »Q life ftnd gaiety, and actempted to di* 
▼crt me at the fiiiBc time that be'ftrove te fin4 
il^way to my heart. He thought it^ impoffiUo 
diat I fliould be infenfible to the force of flattefyj' . 
and therefore attacked my vanity with incefl&nft 
piailes. One moment he feemed melting in 
tendemefi ; but then immediately recovering • 
himfelf, as dreading my taking an advantage o£ 
hb weaknefs to ufe him ill,- laugh'd at his ow« 
paflBkg^ and feemi^g to triumph over it, turn'd 
it^nlo ^ridiCHle^ with a vivacity accompanied 
with abundance of wit and humour. In fliort| 
he 18 the moft fprigbily unafFe£led creature you 
ever beheld -, for even affedation in him muft 
lofeica names every thing is natura],-<genteeF - 
and eafy. 

'But I had not been long-^iv hb con»pany^ - 
If hen my aunt, fancying that (he might poffi<* 
bly be a reflnuut to^s-'both, took an opportii* 
fttty taleave the;room.' However, his *beha^ 
vioor vras ftiB 4he*fame,-he fmit'd and looked 
grave; he^figh'd,.lhe. kagh'd, be>fiaDg a hn*^ - 
guiihing lfaraii^th».next mom^nftbofn'dia i^i^ 
gadoon, and papered abeut^^thecbomi^ bUt jH ^ 
it was not difficult to difcover, thattho' M - 
aemper.' naturally inclia'd him ^ to be/gay, it 
imddhaBse been, now mu€h^>mQiie.fary te-htiM * 
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and doubtlefa more plcafing top, to have aflUp^ 
a bebavioiir more agre^le tt^ the fitnatiqn^ 
liifl \^xu la fpite of all bis efforts, lovie ftiU 
had the maftery, and metbcwght hji figbs app 
peared much more genuine, tban^thofe ftaiti 
of airy fprighdinefs, under which he endta* 
Foured to conceal ihenii» He would have me 
coniider him as a lover, though he was unwil- 
ling to appear with the languiibing tendemels 
of one that felt the full power ^of that paiJioiu 
Yet in his very attempts to (hew hisjUbert^t 
l-e rattled hb chains. I am fiire you would 
have laugh'd as heartily at his belaviour as I 
did ; for indeed he is one of the moft odd, fan- 
taflic, agreeable fellows, that ever affiimed the 
tender name of a loven But as. I have given 
you Lucius's pi^hire, you may txf^Qt that I 
fliould give you his too i uke it Uien as fol- 
lows: .^ 

. He is pretty tall, and of the juft mean be- 
tween the too fat or too lean ; his fliape is gen- 
teel and cafy \ his air, that of a fine gentleman 
who has feen.the world y his complexion fair, 
lus fore<head large, his eyes brisk and fMll of 
£re ; .fais nofe of a moderate fize \ his mouth 
?aphcr too wide, but rendered agreeable by a 
conftant. fmi]e which fits on his lips and dim- 
ipl^sin fais cheeks i and as (o his chin» I afiiire 

yoii. 



* 

Jbu, It IS not Icfs' re^iUar than any other fea*' 
tare in his face. But I muft not forget to men- 
tion his drcfi, yirhich in this ruftic paft of th# 
country appcarsvery lingular: Everything aB6ut 
him is of the neweft fafluon ; nor does he want 
any ornament to fet off his pcrfon to advan^ 
tage. This is an exafl: portrait of the gay, the 
janty, the confident McUifonf ; and bythcde- 
fcription I have already ^vcn you of him, you 
will readily imagine that poor Lucius has a very 
formidable rival. 

After having diverted me for near two 
hours, virith a thoufand agreeable extravagan-, 
ties, he bid me adieu ;. but before he left the 
Koufe^ had a private converfktion of fpme jni'-* 
Butes with my aunt^ who, as ioonas he was 
gone, came to me; when featingherfelf in a 

diair clofe to mine, fiie told me with a finilc» 

• • ' ■* • 

that the gentleman had been boggipg her leave 
to continue his vifits^ that flie knew him ta 
be of a good family, and poflefTed of an eftate 
of three thoufancf a year; and added, that if 
he was agreeable- ro me and was really as much 
in love as he pretended, (he thought I could 
not mak9 a better choice* I reply 'd with a 
gireat deal of truth, that however diverting his 
company had J)een, he had not yet made any 
imprei&oh upon my heart, and that agreeable 

G 6 ^9 
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dbut^d ^colottfi and immediatclylier counfe-i 
nance, which at firft had all the tmtki of eafe 
tnd good humour, difeorered Che evident fy mp« 
iomt of a thongbt&l dtfhiibance ; n6r fhouhl 
Iferfaaps have caltedtins ctscumftance to min^y 
%tuch I then took but Ihtle notice of, had not 
her behaviour itnoe that time awakened my at^ 
lention, and quickened my appreh^fion. 

Tifo' her temper is naturally nther grave 
Aaa fprightly, yet I liad always remaf k*d in 
her a moft agnDeaUe evenneffs of difpofi-^ 
tion, a flow of feitne and tranquil fpirits, 
which gave an engaging diearfiilnefs to her be-, 
haviour, and rendered her equally acceptable to 
6thers, and happy in faerftlf ; this was an ob* 
(ervation, that her whole deportment had con*' 
firm'i!^, ever fince I knew her ; but now that 
placid ierenity, which fweetned our converfa- 
tion, and greatly enhanced the pleafures of 
dur mutual friendihip, feem'd interrupted-; 
file fought for opportunities of being alone, and 
difcover'd a referve, which I really thought her 
incapable of; I have had a viRt in form from 
Mellifont almoft every day, fince the date of 
my laft. He comes in his coach, with a pom^ 
pons equipage, and drcfled with as much fplen- 
dor,as if he had prepar^ to appear in the draw- 
sng*roonx oto a birth-nlgbt, while "every ViSt 
* ^ ' feema 



laems to' mcreife ^poor AmdaV dMoMMMit, 
and coldflcfi Co me. 

T w a days ago as I fPis tikiiig a turn inlte 
garden, I found her feaied in a f>enfive>iftui« 
in a painted afcoire^ at the end offtnaHfjjrfht 
moft obfcure and retired. Siefeem'd )dft in 
thoo^e, and leaning ber head upmhdriAntsi 
with both her elbowa ifixM ^peir tike fid>Ie, wai 
dottbtlefs indulging fome lerious refleiaions ; but 
whatever was the fubjeftof her cohteftipIatSJtas, 
the ruffling I made amo^ft fheleaves of fome 
bows, which, for want of cuttings, troft'd the 
path, and wfaieh rebounded back as I forced 
my way thro' them, foon made her lift up her 
•yes; whin coming towards me. My dcar^ 
cry'd I, you will think me, perhaps, guilty of 
iB manners, for being k) rude as to intrude upon 
your folitude ; but no matter ; my afFedlioii 
for you gives me feme right to your confidence, 
and therefore in the name of fricndfhip, I de* 
fire you will either make me as grave as your* 
fiel^ or permit me the pleaiujre of forcing you 
to partake of my gaiety. Come, let nie know 

the caufc of this change. •- Some doleful 

ditty I ' Some tender tale of love ! i 

<jome, come, out with it. Here taking hold rf 
her hand, I began to lead her back to the alcove^ 

frfacB tttTAing hti: head aws^y^ witl^an air bf 

itnaffefted 



1^6 F11K9A « tfrXlfcW*%? 

tlien Wgg'4 that I ivMid b6 4b 'kind I19 ""^ 
knhor §f^ fftM flte w«6 in an i^HiuiMirr^ 
waiVciyamriUiiigio^iiilSAnie. Najr, Anie* 
Ih^ bid I» I have na ri^t lo detain you 
againft your mdiqatiom: I tltougbt Iinighcbe 
fo happ7 as todivert you. I Jiof^ you will nol 
tUnk an unfeafonabkatteoipt^f this kind un* 
pardomUe.^ . Uih ^f dear, .laid fte; you are 
extremely obligmg; but us I (hall be bat a,, 
di&greeabk companion, I cbuii; to retina At 
dib file left me, when ftaoding ftiU for a mo* 
ment, to think wbithar I fliould ramble, li 
fkw her returning. She b^g'd pardon for bHp 
jU manners, and making Ibmeapotogies, aAV 
at laft. How I liked Meliifont^ and i^hat^l 
thought of his addrefles? I hi^h^ at her 
gueftion ; and readily replied, thstt I thought 
htm a much more agreeable companion than m 
jover. Nay, my dear Felicia, faid ihe, with 
jc^loufy in her eyes, don't diflemble ; ar^ 
not you charm'd with his company ? Nol as • 
lover, LafiUre you, faid I ; he iS'iodcdlloiiiBof 
the moft agreeable imp^ttnemft I ever beheld t 
but, Why this quedioa? -H^e you any prt« 
vate intereft in view, that you ask it? Come,* 
be frank now, and if it wiH be any fatisfaAion 
10 you^^'I bere.fe%n< aU. preteefona to hio 
^^ hearu. 



hQn¥W^ f^^ ^W of lyiA httaMmr Mi appeir**- 

smicq; .thP3iiA>9tf) our nnnitjey giveju ao air 
o|eimP9itlnG^ and ftuttf out pfcvailingdefiror 
q£:>l|I|AlM^K^ caplive^ fiat this Jt a^v^ ill^ 
niltttr^ pleaftti^ti iqrf/d « Amelia . with foam* 
MVimtbi and Ithoiigbc\^tt had toamiieh 
qgKyT feafer a9 w<^ .as humanitjr^ to itk^ 
Jijiigc it ^the «xfieiir^of lhe^^«slia4aldhaKil^ 
lu^if ;Pf a ^nvKMfthy giRmlnnan:, bafi^ it k^dui^- 
gj^rovis^ ip9rtiflg wiHtfaith^ta|id«rnf fi» of a maa oft 
f49^ jaiemi^fbr while. jovl hover i^ound tbes 
%i}Pf;9 you maj^poffibljF iwfii youcwi^. J9d^^ 
x^ver- fearJ^ rftt^n'd I $ J am ia aoi dsmgertt 
l^uniyQU $ ^ y he priU pay hie addrt ilb U^ 
wfi^y hoiw pan I^piwcQt it? Acft I anfiweraUCf 
farhiafbtty? iWe^fed^oaitstor^lflihfaifn^^ 
afid'iiideed have been ib far frpo^ indit^i^ iii;«; 
P£jide at the eirpence of hi^peaei^ that I iiawt 
eydfavouxed a$ much aa poffible to ii^ke hiot. 
l^ie .^hope gI" ql^qiiig my 9^^ Ame-* 
lijL*f$eujitffna^e.;Aoiqrxie^'diip, a^ifin^JQjr. 
C»f¥^ inher,^^,.aQd%9iye,^n ^agj^eeaUe^ 
fiwfk jo her, (;b^ej!M } wd, inflor^ ihei^d all. 
t|i|**ir qf^^%niititifif^^^Ofk wWch onr look^ 

eafei 



«F % bwtkeii wbidi^iftorts its tender 6\kcs^ ^ 
ghm lit the nioft racking paii^; but pttfentlf 
aflbmiiig an air of .ibftnefs, fhe confefied widi 
a^lowvoicBy (as if drcftdKng, cveir in thatre- 
ttjcd place> a witncfs ^f her meltii^ paffion) 
that file bved the dear engaging Mdlifont i 
butfhcr bad no fooner eafedher bofom of this 
isiportant Secret, than a ruftic bluft, with all 
liie marks of a^confufion which fprings from 
innocence and ertlefs fimplicity, oVerfpread 
her faoe^tand made her hang down her head j 
but at iatf^recovering herfelf, flie told me flie 
Ikd feto MelUfont a few days before he paid mt 
]^y firft^tfit; that (he was charm'd with his 
perHfon^. but did not perceive that he had made 
any^l^etraordtnary intipreffion on her heart, tii^ 
ftt found Chat he paM -his* addreflb to me i 
when k>ve, jeajoiify and defpair, contributed 
all^heir force to render her unhappy. She then: 
alk*dmewi<ha«fmile^ that demanded my con- 
fidence. If I was le6 fenfiUe of the merit of 
Imigius, than flie of Mdlifont i and told me, 

• 

That fufpefting it while I was fick, frbm the 
tender things Ifaid of liim, tie fent to let Ma* 
lilfai' know,' that if her brother had a real af* 
§e£don far me, it would be then' Imprudent ta 
cbntinue his vifits f and that havmg learnt 
Aomherlriead, tkeviotenceeffaispafioB^ Am 
i bad 
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Ipad u&d all faer art to present giving l^hti tM 
^neafiiiels he ihigbt fed- at ihiding^ me in tlW 
company of his rival. Scnfibie of the advan^ 
tages I received from her prudent pircautioiiy 
and refleding that my aunt would probabljri^ 
without her affiftance to keep it fecret, have 
been l^ this time fully convinced of my tender- 
iie& for Lucius, I return'd her mj fincereft 
thanks. We then talk'd of his perfedtons, de& 
Whtful fubje& ! in which (he feemed to drive 
to out do me, in giving him the praiiv due to 
£is merit : while the referve, which for Iev6rat 
^yi had fubiifted between us^ now en^ng hi 
a mutual open confidence, bound us ctofer l# 
^ each other, by (hewing her the foHy of her 
yroundlefs diftruft, and ftrengthenmg and tA*' 
larging my efteem for her, who in the mtdft 
•f her jealous fears, took care of my happinefs^ 
and provided againft the difcovery of a fecret^ 
on the concealment of which aTl my future fe« 
lictty depended. We embraced with (he ut* 
moft af&dion ; we made reciprocal proMiibs 
of treating each other for the future without 
difguife ; the \'cry appearance of which wat 
now below the dignity of our friendfhip. Our 
hearts were to lie open, arid not the Icaft ciif* 
cumftance I'elating to the happinefi of each 
Other concealed. \^hat a plcafing intcrcowrfe 

of 
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of' i$9Ai-p9SBmk !. AB^tjdktoui^ hting;'^ now 
KOiq^y fliev ibov^ • 10 etKreafe tht- ardor 
of |)iy'loye< te Luouiy by rehting a thoilrftW 
cifCttinAAiK9 in jik iiavottri while her pmSet 
gave me-a dkttgbt infiiiile)/ fitperior to* iHf 
4ltUry bdlow^d ttpm myfelf. Wrapt up^fa 
tbe fi>ft iati^aAion (he gave me, I^ratefully 
xeturn'd tbe obligation, by mentioning all the 
agreeable: things that could juftty be laid of 
Mellifont, to which Ate liftened ^ith equal ek-**^ 
g^pefiy and the faat excefi of foothing plea-^'"; 
fiire, ' 

We now walk an hour every day to tail; on';' 
the fame fubje£tj and I don't believe we eith^ 
of us -find ottr^delif^ grow lefs bythe^repe*" 
litkMU Love is an' inexhauftible theme-; if ' 
fiirnUhea.our ooiivedatiOA with the moft d)>^ 
Ucate, lefinedy and exquifite ideas ; it raifes or ' 
above ourielvei» and not only, in^ires an ele« * 
ntion of feiMiaient, but gives usa very ndble^ 
and iiiblime maftnar of expneffing what it die- - 
taUsi fo that weae you to bear us* on thie 
ni^iai^ fubjcfti yoiiy would fmtk at bur die* 
tjofli^ and tbe toider cadence of our periods ; 
and be ouich more ready to take us for a cp!i|rfe 
of tbfiUrical hemneSfreheairfing the parts^Wa * 
langMiflyng princeflesi than for runS nymfrfis un- ' 
acqAfloflOLfd tobigh flightsaad loAy fintias^whofe. - 

only 
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oi^.pafe^ioA CMfiAi in beii^ poftoiftll^ 
-vos* Sosi^ime^ wc>wa& ibrtwo minaM tQD» ' 
Slather in dequent fileace ; then ftfier a figb 
0^ two» iUlI more elocpiene, we burft ial9 
fi^me jnoving complunton the feverity of for« 
tvne, in making her love a perfon in wealth 
her iUperior, and me a youth unbkft with die 
advantages I exijoy* 

. Thus I employ the time ofXucius^s abfence 
in a way moft agreeable to that efteem and 
aflFeAion I Oiall always have for him ; while ab« 
fence, tnftead of removing the tender foftnefs 
^f . my heart, , renders every thought of him 
fiiJl dearer to me, and prefents him to my 
mind in every new charm which £uicy or love 
cap invent. 

But I would not have you ima^ne. Madam, 
tl^ we fpend all our time in tiiefe ufileis la* 
meotatiQns} we barve tead novels, 'romances, 
and plays, and have therefore fome notion, of 
plote and' jRrabigems; JbutI bdieve we were 
neitber of u^ form'd jbr intrigue^ fince with aU 
ouf. induSry iivci can't yet invent any meth(0d 
tp procuu^j me, tfyi /mppany of my lover, that 
wiUiiotrj^n4sr ^u^al^ tafufpicion from mf 
annt^ &fides,.uVtel^foiir i^kcoi^nt.imeF- 
Tu^on.to my h§4ppi9er4ji)y)i^(i j^espetual vifits:i 
for. I ca»'t«^ty9 Is^ ftftlM^ itta. time^whea 



fAt FeutcxA To Charlottts^ 

WtlhiHWbtfilkbktobeJtfturbc^ bythaea^ 
tntk/t pttkofi^ Htt company on this a83 
count grows diftaflsefiil to me $ and it is witff 
Ae vttnoft dificulijr that I keep w'ltiitn tte 
iKnrnds of good manaera. But I am zfmdt 
cf dittfipng him, left he fltoutd acquaint my^ 
Mrt wkh bb paifion, which he would iiouin>' 
k6 approve, and left my refitfing t6 ghitfQ^ 
fctm in thii particular, ihould tUchd him Si 
much as to make him croft me in tberdeareS? 
inlCRftiofmylicart* lam. 

Madam, 

nun, &c. 

Fbiicxa; 

,* .. - 'i 

« 

LETTER Xm. 
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Madam, 

NOT the cooling fkwk of Ibme friendTy 
bower, the fanning breese of Zephyis^ 
or theagF^^^ freftinefs of fome limpid ftream, 
could give greater delight tt^the laborknis Mild,' 
feorched with the meridian fun's too ardent 
beams, than I received from the n6ws of your 
facii% akcady joined 1^ the m^ftcmi bonds to 

the 
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^ i^7f the t(^ei;Pt)ii«rlQ». M^ ifl yoor iqw 
be propitious ! May hlooouag JQjPf evAFtOpemiig 
with pewi delightt perpetasMtie your jfelkity i 
May his lordibip^s afio^yot^ inftead of de- 
<creaGng with time, ripm mto that faftefleenip^ 
that tender complaoenqy v^ich aie the natural 
attendants of love and merit, and the hig^heft 
fumijiit of all fuUmury happinefi ! la Ihor^ ma]f 
yoa ht bound to him with adl that dignity of 
paffioa which is neceflaiy to tender him ever 
as^ dear to you ai now i while love (hall have 
the cner^ of rdigioni and indinatuHi the 
^ce of every iacred dictate ! 

You fee, Madam, what an aukward crea* 
ture I would have you. Todare to be happ]f 
is a thing ^ uniafliionabl^ Ihat it may poffiUy 
rej]i«re. foms. dfigiEeeoffM&kition towithftaiid 
^ fhock pf being thought that dull thing 
Qalled a^;^ A*^ }.^ia; howler unpolite it is 
to have any degree of aifoftion fiibfift between 
thofe whooaght to h^ve the greatdt, you have 
tffOi muchg^ ^4^ be aftamed of what mul| 
T\QVii not only be4beeiQfenGeof your happiiief% 
b^JSW|(|g^.ftg}oa> Howiftkaogeiait, that 
a fu^mea ^- mere, foiind, and. a found too ta 
which we , b^ve no tbtijkd meuiing, flboald 
have fufchi anin^venoe ufieo eAanhiod, aa tec 
makr thcip cvu^aU the ^iw^meats of duty, 

affe&ion. 



^aflfedion, and happinefi s and t^fen forfeit a& 
idytir hopes of a bliisful ikturity ! what bewitch- 
ing -diann! what dire fptlli whatftrange en« 
thantflient is contained in the vrord^EUy that 
it (hould coiitroul our very paiSont, and naaie 
if§ ftifier greateRrpang^ oTftlf-denial to become 
^ieioiiii, than would' be fufficient to raifeus to 
the bigheft attainments of heroic virtae! to bd 
thought polite^ how many ladies affisft vices^ 
Aey have not the leaft uicIinationfor» and are 
contented to be Miionably mifend>Ie? ^To be 
thougfatfofff^, an did fopy Secrepid with years^ 
will keep a miftrefi, and have the infelence td 
boaftof^athoufand viceSf which hisyeara^ one 
would think, ^exempted btm from. To be 
thought 'pdit0$ a man will contemn the too 
toftdefcending affis&ioa of the ftupid iboi Ua 
wife) defpiic her eafy virtuct and at the jEumr 
lime adore an impudent proftitute, who ty^ 
atnnizes over him, and infults him with im- 
^punity. While a hdy for <^the ^me reafim 
(out of f^UtiHifi) -mH abhor the lunifisous fond 
wretch herhufband. Thusa^Afofied notioa 
Qf bonmr (another word of the fame kind, tbt 
letters of which Ifuppofe sire a^kind of taUAnan^ 
will make acowardgo trembling to deftrudimy 
Mni rdb with harsor. intoa dreaded eternity. . 

^ • Yow 
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Yw «UI tbiok this a very odd kind of a pre- 
amble to be addrefled to a bride in all the bloom- 
ing pride of youth and beauty ; but if you con-* 
fider that we ought to lay down fome principles 
to fecure the continuance of our true felicity, 
you will not think it an inexcufable piece of 
irnpertinence in me, to put you in mind, that 
if we (hould enjoy any folid happinefs, we mud 
be contented to diffent from the maxims of the, 
greatfft part of mankind y it is certain that we a: 
govern*d more by founds than we are generally 
willing to imagine. ' But I might have 

conitdered too, that your good fenfe had un- 
ck>ubcedly dire6bd you to make the fimt' i b;er- 
vation. But let that be as it will, I know i am 
(ecure of your pardon, for you are now in too 
bappy a fituation to be offended at any thing X > 
can fay, however common and trifling my 
thoughts. 

To put an end to thcfe grave remarks, I 

c(2nie to my own aiFairs : and firft I (hall tell 

you that I have lately had an interview with 

Lucius, in which I gave him an opportunity of 

Indulging all the tendernefs of his heart; a fa- 

tisfa^ion that was procured nfe by the kind 

affiftance of Amelia, Upon hearing a few 

days fince of the neceflities-of an honeft but 

indigent family, about a mile diitant from my 

H aunt's. 
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«trnf s, I refolved to pay them a vifit, to in- 
ihilge fooie of that fublime pleafure which k is 

^ the gfcateft advantage of a large fortune to pro- 
cure us. Amelia only was acquainted with 
this vifit ; nor did I tell her of it till I was rea- 
dy to fct out, when I defired her to dccora- 
pany me, to which (he inftafttly confenfed. We 
found thennhappy manfion fituated at the foot 
of ahill» furrounded with feveral inclofures of 
45^chards, ipafture grounds, and corn fields- 
at the entrance leading to the door, was a 
Ihort walk bctweeji tux) dder hedges, which 
inclofed a fmall kitchen garden, with fome 
ftacks of hay, and near the main building, 
fome ftablds and barns. But every thing was 
in profound filence j for no human obje£l was 
fiear, and nothing to be heard, hit the war- 
bling fongs of the airy chorrfters, who fluttered 
amongft the hedges, or fat making their re- 
fpbnfes from the diftant thorny brakes. The 
foh'tary - fiillnefs of the place, added to the le- 
fle£Hon of the bufinefs in which I was employed, 
contriButed to render me thoughtful, and I 
couW not help giving fome moments to the con- 
iideration of the various unavoidable miferies 

: which attend human nature ; miferies which 
neither virtue norprudence can always guard 
againft. With a mind -thus dipp'd in pity, I 

could 
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could not help hefitating a little when W6 came 
to the door ; but at laft, rapping foftly, we 
-entered the rooni, where defpair and ibrrow 
were painted in the ftrongeft tolours, and in 
every face fuch ^an undiiTembled &dneft, as 
ftruck me to the very foul : for notwithftanding 
the relief I intended to girc theiti) I could; not 
forbear fliaring in the general griefs and, indeed^ 
it was with fome {»in that I sflum'd an air 
of safe and chearfulnefs) in order to comfort a 
pretty boy who ftood with his eyes fix'd upon 
bis mother, and pulling her by' the apron, cry'd 
at feeing her weiep. Two otker children, too 
ytmng to take the fame notice, were playing 
about the room: but where*cvcr Iturn'dmy 
eyes, ev^y thing. was in difofder ^ not was it 
poflibie tocrofs the room, or take a chair, for 
the confufed heap of litter which wa« every way 
ftrew'd aboutv Alas I the poor wonsan was 
in too deep affliction to attend to the manage*^ 
ment of her family ; her mind too much dif- 
compofed to attend to trifles! of a violent 
diftrefs almoft always renders us inafiive ; it 
finks and depreffes the fpirits, and when no 
vifible affiftance is in view, makes the unhappy 
incapable of thinking dP ufing their naliural 
abilities, in order to extricate themfelves from 
the prcfftire of their difficulties. 

H z Thes* 
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These obfervations. Madam, I have learnt 
from my aunt, and have always found them 
agreeable to truth. At one of the windows fat 
a young man, with defpair in bis eyes, and a 
look that difcovercd he was grown fiupid with 
grief: a book of devotion lay open before him, 
on which his regards were fixed ; but fixed in 
fuch a fleady manner, as (hewed that he was 
incapable of reading: he pored on the fame 
Iplace, and neither his eyes nor his head moved 
to take in the compafs of a line. As foion as 
we entered the room, the good woman arofe 
from her' chair, and appearing furpriied at the 
fight of flrangers of our appearance, ask'd our 
bufinefs, when taking the little boy into my 
arms, I wiped away his tears, and kiffing his 
^ pretty rofy cheeks, told him I would wipe away 
his mother's too if I was able ; at this he fmil'd, 
when emptying (bme lumber out of a chair, 
while the mother made one ready for Amelia, 
we both fat down. At a lofs how to introduce 
the caufe of our vifit, and willing to oblige. 
them in .a way as little painful aspoffible, I 
feem'd mighty fond of the little creatures that 
, were playing around me ; then turning to the 

t mother, defu'd that (he would look tipon us 

as her fincereft friends, and that we (hould 
(hink it a pleafure to ferve her ; but (be thank'd 

'3 mc 
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me in a manner that fhew'd that her hopes 
were at a low ebb, and too far funk to be rais'd 
by glimmering profpe(5l3, and airy vifions. 
However, (he callM her husband ; but before 
be came Amelia arofe, and leaving me to c6m- 
fort the diftrefied as my humanity direded, 
elated with the agreeable furprife ihe hoped to 
give me, went out with the ruftic youth, and 
privately difpatched him to Marilla, to let her 
know where we were, and that her company 
,with her brother's would be acceptable to us 
both. Mean while the maftcr of the houfe, 
with more firmnefs in his countenance, but 
with eyes drooping with care, came to usffrom 
a back room, and related the caufe of his 
misfortunes, with that honeft franknefi and 
fimplicity, which always aiFe£ls the mind, tho' 
uttered in the moft plain and homely language. 
He told me. That by the exceffive rains, 
which had enriched the farmers of the neigh- 
bouring hills with fevcral fucceflive years of 
plenty, he was reduced from a Aate of afBuenc^ 
to penury and indigence; that he (faould be 
oblig'd to fell the plentiful crop that covered his 
lands to a vaft difadvantage to fatisfy his land- 
lord's demands ; and that he had row no other 
profpcfi than to loofe the fruit of his labours, 
to be turn'd out of all his pofleiEons, and per- 
haps 



" I 
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hap% to glean the fields he himfelf had fown 1 
and all this lor want of a fmall fum, which his 
landlord had now a particular pccafSdn for. — ^^^ 
Willing to (horten his uneaUpsy I here inter- 
rupted him to know what flRi would remove 
his preient anxtety, an^fb^foop as he had m-- 
iorm*d me^ I told him w|ro rmile,that I thought 
myfelf very happy at opng it in my power to 
£rve joy to an honeft family, and at the fam^ 
time emptied my puFfe upon the table. I now felt 
jny heart overflow with a fympathetic extafy 
ariilng from the tran/ports I myfelf had occai- 
iion'd. Thus with a little gold that has long 
laid ulblefs in my cheft, and for which I have 
herenoufe, i have proQu^ the*tiappineis of 
ft whole family^ and given myfelf a delight, 
oiore exquiftte than I ever eapperienced from 
the like occafioa } fince the advantage they hav,^ 
received from it (as they lold me) x^ay prohar 
biy redound to . their xhildrens children. What 
4ife xiOuld I poffibly make of this hoarded pelf, 
to procure me equal fatisfaiflion ? Or what is 
the pleafiire we receive from pride, the grattii* 
cation of luxurious appetite, or the indulgence 
of the higheft animal delight,^ con^tared tO'this, 
luxury of the mind, the -more natural rapture 
which refults from the gratifications of our 
humanity I But while the good people were 

loading 



Felicia TO CirARLoTTEr 15J 

loading me with their bleffings, I had the agree^-^ 
able furprife of feeing Amelia enter the roomy 
aceompanio^ by Lucius and his fifier; for aa* 
tfaey lived bht at a fmall difiancefroovtbefan^ 
mer^s, (he chofe to walk foftly lifter the young, 
man in order to meqt them^ and to let tl^n;!' 
know that I was ani^iio fij^anger to the vifii:: 
(he requeued from theip^ SeizMl with a fuddeo' 
emotion, my heart flutter ed< with a p^ful joy ^ 
and throbb'd with a fweet yet tumultuous ex- 
tafy. I haftily arofe, hardly having the power 
to ^ay to de&e my old^ friends to take no notice 
of what had pafs- d, and runnii^ to the door^ 
in an e^r tranfport embraced Marilla, at ch^* 
&,me time :(booting a gli»nceat her dear^rotber*- 
JVe went into the orcbaid, together; We tajk'4* 
li^e friends who bad not feen each other for ^ 
Jong time, full of fpirit, fulLof a£[e&ion ; till atf^ 
kft, after having taken two or three tums^ 
Amelia and Marilla telling m&»with a laugh^ 
that they would leave me for a few minutest 
and i^ftantly dftriking off to the mod diftant 
part of the orchard,, feated themfdves under a 
tree, and by their abfence left room for a morO' 
delightful converlation ; but the' Lucius was 
now very fenfible that he was dear to me, he 
could not enter upon the tender fubje£l without 
confufion ^ he at firft enquired after my health y 

H-4,> complaifl'dt 
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comphinM that he was denyM the pleafure of 
feeing me, and then with a figh, let me know 
how much bethought himrelfolik'g*dto Ame- 
lia for procurmg him a fatisfafUon that he had 
fo long languilh'd for. But why. Sir, faid I> 
(willing to draw him to an explanation) do you 
complain of your being deprived of my com- 
pany ; is that fuch a terrible misfbrfune ? Yes^ 
•my dear Felicia, reply'd he, trembling and caft- 
ing down his eyes, it is an infupporcable mif- 
fortune. Did you but know. Madam, with 
what' anguilh I fupport your abfencc j with 
what cruel inquietudes I count the tedious mi- 
nutes; while my heart, (h^re he pauled, uii* 
able to proceed, while every joint quivered with 
fear, but at laft refuming) while my heart 
flruggles to be near you ; were yon fenfible of 
that tumult of pafiion, and all thofe namelefs 
dear fenfations which fill my^* hreaft^ O Fe- 
licia ! your wonder would* ceafe, and yo|i would 
rather be furprifed, that any ' corifidbration 
could prevent my flying to you? His embar- 
rafmentnow feem'd toencrea(e,while he waited 
for my aniWer, and indeed I was going to en- 
deavour to rally him on his pretended Platonit 
frfendfhrp ; to endeavour I fay, for I am fadly 
afraid, I (hould have made but an oddappear- 
ance with my affcdled gaiety 5 for H^ hdftrt 

was 
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was too much foften'd to permit me tolaugh 
at him ; however one touching glance chang'd 
my refolution^ and obliged me to behave more 
naturally ; that ^ to thank him for what was 
fo perfe£Uy agreeable to me. I am oUiged to 
you, Sir, faid I, for that deep concern you ex- 
prefs for me } but were I more fenfible that I 
deferved it4 I might give greater credit to what 
youtcU^me; however I can do no lefs than 
thank you for your complaidmce. Ah ! Ma- 
dam, returned he with more rcfolution, (while 
a darting joy flufhed in Jiis check, and in a mo- 
ment mingled an air of delight amidft the ten- 
der languifliment of his countenance) you me- 
rit fufficiently authorifes the ardor of my paf- 
fion. I feel the force of your charms, they run 
thro' my heart, and captivate every thought > 
but chief that amiable virtue, that fandity of 
manners, and ^U thofe dear unutterable graces, 
which perpetually blofom with frefh beautiea 
and undecaying .charms, fill my raviih'd foul, 
. and infpire a tender admiration and diitant 
awe. 

You fee. Madam, that thefe filent lovers, 

(who arjsflruck dumb with aguOi of paflion too 

foft'Snd powerful to be exprefled) have thck 

' tongues no fooner unlock'd^ than they burft 

into heroics, and talk as diiFerently from th^ 

H 5 polite 
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polite g^tlemen of the more flubborn mold 
who have language at command, as if they 
were another fpecies o£ beings. Here the heart 
iays every thing, and difbtes not only the 
word$^ but the minuteft glance, and the Jea|l 
motion: every feature has a voice^ And the 
^v^le man proclaiiiis the power of love. For. 
.my part I freely confefs that flattery never ap- 
peared half fo charming as it did now. A. 
fweet enthufiafm poUefTed all my foul, 'and I 
€X>uId not help thinking how much better this 
dear man deferved a compliment of this kind 
than myfelf. But the next thought- gave a 
bitter dafli to this exultation of heart, and 
jnade me reply in a mild tone ; Yoi^ are much 
too blame to entertain fuch-romantic fentiments 
of me^ which, laiTureyou, I have not vanity 
enough to think I deferve : but however,, were 
I ever fo worthy of yourefteem, and tendered 
aiFe£tion, yet the thought that lam not at my 
,own difpofal, and the difficulty you may expc6b 
to meet with from my father, who has an un- 
doubted right to difpofe of me, (hould make 
you endeavour to forget me,, and conquer a 
paffion which I fear will prove fatal to your 
rcpofe. Thisanfwer gave an immediate damp- 
to bis tranfport, and feem^d to throw him into 
9 fiefiiconfuSon i however^ &d0g his eyesupoa 



me, with a languid yet piercing .air,.0 my 
dearFeliciay cried be,. do you indeed blame 
the unconquerable tenderntfs of iny heart? 
Would you perfuade me to erafe your lovely 
image from my foul ? Alas^ i am too ienfibje^ 
that I have no reafon to flatter myfcl^ that^ 

* your father will ever &vour my alpiring wifhesf 
yet whatever is the confequence, Imuftlove- 
you ftill ——I muft ever love you. Nor can I,. 

^o* furrounded with difficulties thatoppofeniy 

happinefs, even wi(h that I loved you le6. But- 
ah F Madam, if you defire that J ihoi^ forget: 
)^u, lam wretched indeed! 

With what irrefiftable foftnefs were thefe 
laft wordsoittered ! his eyes fwell'd with a ftart- 
ing tear, which with conicious dignity and 
ihame be endeavoured to call back, as a mark- 
of a too effeminate weaknefi. Every fpcak* 
ing feature defcribM the ilrong emotions whidt^ 
agitated his ibul with all the torturing agonies * 
that can arife from the tendereft defpaii^ while, 
pity and love^ and dear companion ihot through^ 

• my heart, and filled all my mind with a virtu* 
ous and decent fofcnefs. I lookM upon him;; 
bnt what did this lookteilium? Certainly all 
that I felt ; for my eyes were then incapable- 
of fpeaking a faUboo^, Aad oh ! Lticius, faid* 
I) needj tdl you, that I am far from wifliing.' 

H 6. itv 
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it in your power to forget me i yet pietbiAks if 
thatl^was neceflary ^o. your bsqppinefi, I .could 
fuffer z great deal to procure it ; and perhaps a 
conqueft of thla kind would, not coft me 
lefs than it would you. Could you but procure 
my father's confent, we might both be bap{^ 
' but that I fear you will never obtain. 
— — -— No I neither you nor I ought to hope 



for it ■ and I here proteft that I will jie- 

ver be your*s without his approbation. ■ 

Not even your merit, great as it is, fhall ever 
make me forget that I have a father ' ■ a 
kind and indulgent father never (hall 

any confideration prevail with me to forfeit mj 
(duty to God, or to him. This refolution you, 
will not ' you cannot condemn. No, 

my dear dear Felicia, return'd he, with his eyes 
fparkling with a languid joy s my love 19 too 
pure to fuiF<er me either to involve you in your 
father's difpleafure, or to tempt you to ofiend 
heaven : fo far from laying fnares for your virtue 
and honour, I would die in their defence, and 
Sacrifice all that is dear to me, to preferve them 
inviolate. But O what tranfporting goodnefs ! 

do you indeed love me ? -r Is it poffible ? 

■■ Help me to fupport the rapture of 

this extatic thought ■ , , or rather teach 

pie how to merit your father's favour. ' 

What 
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What means would not I employ to obtain it ? 
'■ Sure if he it fuch a tender ft ther ^s you 

deTcribelilm, be muft have fome regard to 
' your inclinations in an aiFair of fuch infinite 
confequence to your happinefs. But oh, this 
difproportion of fortune f ' ■ that is the ob- 

ftacle. — — t Alid ckn there be a greater in the 
opinioi^ of a tender parent ? ■ • Yes, furt, 
to a wife and tender parent there may. 

BuT) Madam^ I muft not forget to mention 
one circumftance that I am fure will make you 
fmiie. In the height of his rapture he feized 
my hand, and* fqueezing it with a ftrong and 
fudden grafp, hurt my fingers (o that I could 
hardly forbear crying out y I am fure if he bad 
obferved my looks, he would have found t^at 
I mtade moft frightful faces : he then prefled 
it to his lips, and taking it from thence, grafp'd 
jny poor fingers again with the fame convulfign 
of paffion, till ilackening the tender preiliire as 
- his thoughts returned to my father, he at laft 
held my hand fo loofe thsit my numm'd fingers 
could fcarcely feel that he held them at ali. 
But a (hame on my extreme fenfibility, that 
gave occafion to thefe intdlerable extafies ! 
What tender words had I uttered ! dear Ma- 
dam, let no prudes or coquettes ever read my let- 
ters, for I ihall certainly never be able tbftand 

the 
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!)ie ceofi|(e of the Ape, or ibe lAilkiy of l&e 
Dbber. iQtit to prpt^eqd : 

M^Lprx^a with the .big^i]PrrOM8htd9ptim,~ 
whi(di ieemVl to fuUiove Q^r ibujs, iwrhile it 
raifci4 us to a ^%rc||e of feUcity . alinoft 4oo eat-^ 
quUitetobej(upported, .wemuM^y.ppc^'^.our 
hearts, .and with a(:op54ence of4)eiog4>e]Qired, 
reciprocally. confieQqd tbeteoder fonlations^that 
fwell'd purb^fiMn^* ,A11 «f^ fool was delight! 
A delight pure as the rapture of ssthcrial (pi^r 
iritsl ibi;, tranfportiogextafy! 
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^TtSinatitbex9arfir t'u if human rIawSf 
*' JUfmatufol.ffty Mndfofiign fo. tin rmndi 
'*' Tbat.binds.fiHr pMCiy tut ianmag/ iijiif,^ 
^' .Mtutt^ all 9ur p^^S^s into Imi ; 
^ JVberi fi'tm^^ full 49certs bis fifi^^ i 

" pawir\ 
^^ PerfiH efttimandfytn^tbf.^fiuU. 
-^ ^thought nuetingilmightyMfulwllfrnieMi* 

" Ifith bmndUfs c^nfidemt :fir ^mgbt bat- 

" lave 
*^ Can anfujur kve^ a^rntier iUfsfe^uri. 

TiiOMSOK. 

But loft in« this charming ii^ercouitlb «fj 
l»iils> wctfoigpt^t it was^ioc to-dej^irt^ tiU.. 

my- 



Felicia to Charlotte. 159^ 

my coufin with an unwelcome intrufion, and^ 
more un^s^^^ome- nj^iS^e, o«pr\e to put us in 
mind that the fun wa&fetting,. and that it was. 
time to return home; when Vfith reluAant 
fae^r.ts, afc^r l;>idding a t^fler adiep, a^d em- 
bracing Marilla, ttQremyklf fr^m Xlm^y and 
h^ftefied hacjcwith Am^ia-.tp ftiy^aunt. 

Y(t)u, Ih^pe^'Mad^m^^tvUl^ci^fe the weaj^*^ 
Jieis Ifo freely ,©Qiifefa to you j fpftei>cd by 
the ^ ff ei>e of diftrefs I had j^ft J)een a wit^^is of»„ 
the unexpe£led prefence of my d^ar Lucius 
bad probably a much gr^at^r efied ih^n it- 
would have had, if my^mii^ faadrnptbeen tbvs^ 
previo^fly intender^d. .Hpw^v^r, nothing. q|n 
enoble tl^e foul like.avirtuQMs p?l$on. Itiii- 
ijpires^ tbo^ifandd^licacier^ a tho^fand virtues, 
which, withoutit, we ihq^ld certainly^bave do 
idea of. 

I AM, Madain, with my fincercft refpeds 
to his lordihip, ai)d my. m^jirdi^nt. players for 
the cpfx^iiH^^nce of your.iDUjti^l h^inefs, 

Yovn Ladyship's 

Mffi ^hfdiint Servant^ 



».R 
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LETTER XIV. 

Madav, 

TH O' your impadence to hear from me 
is wj obfiging, yet it lajrr me under 
a neoeflity of entertaining you with abundance 
of impertinences ; but if trifles can entertain* 
you hareno reafon to be diflatisfied. Wrapt up 
inobfcuricy, I hear nothing of the fate of prin- 
ces* or the fall of contending nations. I have 
now no ambition to enquire after fuch important 
events : an humble fwain engrofies all my at- 
tention, tho I hardly ever fcrhhn- Iconverfe 
with few befides ^gjs^jp^pie of the groves, who 
(pretty warblers!) are my conflant compa- 
nions; yet you would have me inceflantly 
writing. Upon my word, Madam, you are 
quite Onreafonable. I can hardly think it pof- 
fible that a month's filence can give you all this 
impatience. But your friendfliip is an e^cufe 
that I muft admit. I therefore leive the ropks 
and daws> which with their harfli difcordant 
pipes, aid the concert of the warbling linnet ; 
the thru(h, the wood-lark, who prodigal of 
harmony, run thro* their wild variety of notes. 
Nor (hall the rofy-breafied-robin, emblenrof 
innocence! the mellow bull- finch, or the dy- 
ing 
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ing cadence of the high foaring fongfter of the 
sky 9 nor all the wing'd ch^riAers^ who chant 
their loves> and in " fluttering courtfhip pour 
** out their little fouls in nlelliffuous num- 
*^ bcrs**, prevent my being impertinent whea 
you command it. 

My mind is now in an unaccountable fitua* 
tion, ftrangely divided between hope and fear^ 
and toiTed with a variety of contending^ffions; 
Still teazed with the addrefTes of Mellifont, his 
company becomes every day n^re infupport-* 
able; his vanity grows infufFerable, and the 
very means he empbys to infinuate himfelf into 
my efteem, heightens my averfion. Not that 
be is really a difagreeable companion ; but 
labile he is a perpetual obflacle to my feeing 
Lucius, it is no wonder if hb gayeft flights, hu- 
morous and diverting as they may appeaf to 
others, only fefve to encreafe my fpleen and 
beight^n my difguft. The coniideradon that 
bis unwelcome intruiion deprives me of that 
dear and fofteningpleafure I fhould otherwife 
enjoy from the cordial glances, and all the 
pleafing intercourfes of love that might pafs be- 
tween Lucius and me, poifons the fatisfa£lion 
I Ibould otherwife ^receive from his fprightly 
airs : airs that have not the 4eaft conformity 

with 
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with the tenderly peafive difpoiltion of my 
mind. 

One day laft week hcUig difturb'd widi ar 
bundance of glooiny reflediQns, all turning 
upon the abfence of my lover, and the oppo- 
fition I expe£l to meet with from my f^ther^ 
Mellifont glided into the room with a dancing, 
fiep ^nd his ufual afTurance, and ^n affisc- 
tation of all that eafe and negligence of beha** 
viour, that can only fpringfrom a-mind en-^ 
tirely (atisfied with itfelf. He fung Rtfy-Bowersy 
hummed an Italian air, and every nnnute ix^ 
grefled from the fong, either to make ^ppliqir 
tion to me, or to utter fon;ie tender thing which 
intruded upon his thoughts ; but ts^iy thUjg 
)iras exprefled with fuch a mixture of tHp ioSt 
and the ridicuIou»^ as would ha,v^e iotsxi^ f . 
Anile from any one that-had lefsr^f^lbn.to i^ 
meUncholy. But f was too 4pen|prfe to be 
/Tipyq^ by his ian^(\ic behai^iour, tolhewevep 
.I)y my looks .the le^^ n^irk of a]2probation« 

Deaf to the muiic of his voice, .which b 
leally very h^rmpnious, and untouched by all- 
his arts to charm me, \t infenfibly i)ecame 
more grave, when laying afide his frolic aii^y 
Will nothing (atisfy you, my charmer, £|id he, 
unlefsyou fee me fighing at your feet \ Would* 
yau> have me in dull langui(hment admire 

your 
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jovLt btzixiics^ and with a heavy fobbing heaft 
tell you all my pain ? Well, Madam, I confe& 
my&lf your ilave ; but at the fame time beg^ 
that, cruel as you are, you will not triumph tn. 
your conqueft, and infult over the victim of 
your charms. 

HfRE he threw himself upon bis ioee, and* 

iaking one of my hands, ^which he tenderly 

prefled in his^ See, my dear, faid he, as great 

a conqueft as ever love Jias made. In vain I 

h.ave ftruggled to legain my liberty^ All my 

wiihes center in you; I love you with aUl the 

paffionate fofcnefi that can fill a human breaft : 

as tenderly gs ~ as -^ Nay, Madam^ for hea- 

.Vjen's iake dop't laugh at n\^> continkued he 

feeing me fmUe ^ i>ut toll me .^nce^ely noWy. 

don't I look ^yery .fi)ly. I figh li]&e ;^be famU 

knight-^errai^ts.of oldy and l^jiie d^fpo^ feending. 

.beforptlie 4ivlfle plji^dpf lipf^.i^blmeft wifces^ 

beg, O thou adorable Tair, that thou wiltmilii* 

gate the fev^rjj^ of my i^&bapj^ deftiny, or 

iuifer me to expire .at yoiir feet. Blece 

making a paufe, he^efiUy .Cit»kbis^ad.upocu. 

my lap ; when fnatcbing.pi^yay my band, and 

precipitately arifing, he CQuld not prevent his 

falling upon the floor. N,ot all my m^landiO'* 

ly could now prevent my .laughing, had I not 

endeavoured, to^^ndetit in order, to carry on 

thi&. 
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this comic fcene. Lie there, cried I, thou 
unworthy knight, nor ever more appear before 
me, till thou bringeft me the heads of tfaofe 
lavage monfters that infeft the woods, the tro- 
phieft of thy prowefs and renown. At this I 
flung out of the room, as if in a mighty paffion, 
and (lepping into the thickeft part of the gar-* 
den, indulged for a few minutes the burft of 
laughter, which I with di.^culty retain'd till I 
was ' ut of his hearing. 

How dreadfully afraid is poor Mellifont of 
my abufing the power I have over him ! he was 
Juftdiffolving in foftnefs ; but in the moment 
when he was giving way to bis paffion, and 
throwing afide Us fprightlinefs, which was now 
become unnatural, a fmile recalled back his 
fears ; his dread of my tyranny returned, and 
to prevent my taking advantage of his weaknefs, 
he was willing to turn all he had iaid into ridi- 
cule, .X 

How^BVER, when I began to refied a little^ 
I could not help being afraid that I had affronted 
him by my ill-manners in leaving him fo abrupt- 
ly, and therefore having now been near an 
hour in the garden, and imagining he was gone, 
returned to my aunt, in order to make my ex- « 
cufes to her; to whom I fancied he had com- 
plained, and who, probably would blame oie 

for 
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for carrying the jeft too far. But in my way 
fiepping into the room where I had left him 
upon the ftoor, I found my doughtly knight 
ft rutting about with an old rufty helmet on his 
head, and in his hand a pike, which ferved> 
for a fpear, upoil which was fixed the head of 
a fox, which he had luckily run down the 
day before. When ftamping with his foot, 
his trufty Yquire entered with the fluffed fldns 
of fever al badgers, and other beafts of prey, 
the fpoils of his hall^ when Mellifont bending one 
knee, laid theni at my feet, and refting upon 
his fpear. See, fair princefs, faid he, bowing 
low his head, a knight renowned for a£b of 
chivalry, who lays at your divine feet the ra- 
yagers of the mountains and the vallies, but 
lower ftill he would lay his heart. Incom- 
parable lady, you fee a flave whofe magnani- 
mous arm has made thefe horrid monflers trem- 
ble ; yet his life depends on the radiance of 
your fmiles. Soften then with pity the beams 
of your eyes, left their lightning, with too re- 
fulgent glory, flioukl burn his ihrivelled heart 
to cinders* 

This fet fpeech which he uttered with 
the utmoft gravity and folemnity , (le had doubt- 
lefs ftudied before I entered the room, anc| 
which he concluded with bending low to kifs 

my 
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{ny feet ; when ftruggling againft a fmik, I 
affum'd an air of inexorable fternnefe, and 
looking down upon him with a lofty fuperio- 
rity and conteilapt, Avaullt, caitif vile, cried I, 
and ebink not to abufe my ears with thy ao- 
•daciovs forgeries. Are tbefe, wretch, the 
tfophies of thy rabur ! where are the diftreflM 
virgins thai thou haft delivered from thepoi- 
fonous talons of fiery dragon?, or the dreadful 
gripe of monftrous grants. Fly, coward, and 
attempt not to abufe my creduKty with the car- 
caJTesofinfefis, or my weak arm (hall cha- 
ftlfe thy temerity. Her^ I t^n'd haftily from 
htm, and waHcing with a majeflic ftafeHneis 
leated -mykif at the other end of the room, in 
an eafy chair, with as muck dignity as if it had 
been a chair of ftate. But I had no fooner 
turnM my back, than throwing away his mask- 
ing ornaments, he fteppM up to me, finging, 
'^^ Why do you fly, my dcareft," and immedi- 
«tely dropping his fong^ Don't you think, Ma- 
dam, cried he, that we have afled our parts 
to perfe£tion ? upon my word, you do every 
thing with a grace. Your every air is charm- 
if^. I only am defedivej fort find, I (hall 
4o no wonders in the chara^r of a redoubted 

« 

champion for love ; iince after all my endea* 
vours, I have b^en fl>amefully degraded, and 

I oall 
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caft from th<^ (fignity of my fublime ftation. 
Yet, Madam, you are fcnfible it was in difguife 
that yoci made me a convert to love ; adorned 
like Flora v^'ith all the blooming graces' of the 
fi^ilihg year^ and incircled with the united 
fragrance 6f every opening flower, you capti- 
vated ai! my fenfes, and inftantly made mil 
that odd creature, called a v^hining, fighing 
lover. Upon my word, Madam, you could 
not have made a ftranger metamorphofis had 
yoti fix'd me a Aatue. H6re he paufed, but 
inftantly recollecting himfelf, O Madam, cried 
h6, fmiling and rubbing his hands, I have a 
li/cky thought ; permit me to afTume another 
difguift} as you firft appeared to me agoddefs, 
let tne for once be difguifed like a god ; yoa 
{hall receive me crowja'd ^ith ivy, and the 
glowing clutters of the fwclling vine. In this 
appearance who knows what wonders I may 
.perform ! Befides, can any thing better ex- 
{>rers the fdicity that would, I am fure, arife 
from dur union, than an emblem of that para^ 
xltfe, where the loft beauties of the opening 
year (hall be blended with the yellow fruits of 
autufilin, andiill the charms of the luxuriant 
Howirrg bowl. In wiaat exquifite happinefe 
ihould wt fpend our days ; you ever blooming ; 
i^JtikeBacchtts, ever frolic, gay and fprightly. 

No, 
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No, no, Sir, fatd I the fealbns nutjr take 
their courfe for me ; nor will I have any thing 
to do with your drunke* god*(hip. I therefore 
beg it as a favour that I may not be difturbed 
with fuch fooleries^ which are very difagreeable 
to me. I had hardly uttered thefe words when 
with the utmoft furprife I faw Lucius and Ma- 
nila enter the room ; but it was a furprife ac- 
companied with delight. I view'd his looks 
with confcious innocence, while no fufpeding 
fear dim*d his eyes, nor wan jealoufy difco- 
lour'd his cheek. While I was embracing 
Marilla, Lucius and Mellifont met each other 
with the freedom of perfons who had been 
long acquainted, and turning to me, I have 
heard, faid he, that you are to have a little di« 
verfion, and if it is not over, would be glad to 
have a part in it. Hail ! noble knight, cry'd 
be, clapping Mellifont on the (boulder, what 
mighty feat of arms is to be done with your heT- 
niit and lance ? Mellifont feem'd here a little 
confufed, while I began to fear that my lover 
was acquainted with the paffion of his rival ;. 
but examining again his countenance, my un- 
cafmefs vanifhed ; fpr it had not the kaft 
tinfture of diforder. But finding that Mellifont 
made no reply, Come,my friend, no evaflonfs, 
rejoin'd he, I met your fcrvant an hour ago, 

running 
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faome with all pollible ip^d, and in fuch hafle 
that he had hardly ttipe to tell me the whimfi- 
cal me^ag^ you had given hiai» to ftrip your 
hall of itsgriniornam4nf«^ and to bring them 
here .with thofe rufty fie^ ofitocient hcroifin 
your helmet and lance. Akidf the lady of tfais^ 
houfe, doing oiy fiiter and Ithe.honour todeTxie 
our company, I came fili'd with the hopes of 
feeing feme of your diverting extra vag^ces* 
. Hejie Mellifopt,. ailuiniiig achevful air^ 
began, the relation.of ,tbe odd piece of Qulxo* 
tifm which be had carried on^ with fuch hu-*. 
mour, and my aunt and Amelia coming in} couU> 
not help joining with ]Lu€Uu$ and Martlla, m_ 
frequently interrupting hioa^. by burfiing into, m 
general laugh '^ and indeied it w)aaimp(^ibk:for 
any one in the company to fcMiiear. For tho*^ 
the ftory was comical enough of itfelf, lyet the 
ievere manner in which helafh'd himfelf, with 
the romantic refle£iiQn9 he made upon his dif- 
grace, r^n4er'd it infinitely morfi.extravagant^t 
Nor ,^deed isitppffible to g||v« yo!u any idea 
of this .peprt of our diyerfioni. except I.could 
give you tjie varied tone of <bis voice, his lodks^ 
his aif) and his minuteft gefture. 
' The evening was fp^nt with abundance of 
gajfi^', while I^ucius's good fenfe, and Melli'> 
lont's agreeably vivacity^ furniib'd great part oS 
r I our 
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Qur entertainment. Nor were feme of tbofe 
foft and refin'd pleafiim wanting, which I now 
find make up the moftexquifitepart of human 
happineis. 'Tis true^ I oouM not enter into a 
particubr. converfation with my lover, much 
lefs indulge the innocent fatisfa^on of. a pri- 
vate interview ; but yet I lat hear bins, and 
methought my -heart beat in that fituation, 
much more freely ^han when he was&r diftant. 
My foul itfelf wa$allbiirmony'! and infpired by 
Ms prefence, eivery vein was harmony too. 
Strang^! that the mind can be fenfible of fuch 
delight from only a confcioufnefs of a dear ob- 
je£t*s being near! what magnetic influence, 
what attradive power is jn the perfon beloved, ) 
that from ^ circiimftance fe fmall can infpne 
fuch tender jays, fuch deh'cate fenfibiiities of t{ 
happinefs ? nfis, true I (aw him with pleafure, 
I heard him with pleafure too ; but yet I had 
an additional delight, moreconfiant and uni- 
form, from my being confoious thati was near 
kim, which every feat &rtber.fK»m bim would 
have icnfibly decreafed* You, Madam, can 
perhaps ac$»unt for tbefe- pleafing emotions ; 
and I defire you would let nie know if you 
think it unreafonable, that upon thefe occafions 
there ihould be fome fecret fympathtes, (bme 
dear inexpreffiblc yf^ysf by which fouls expand 

themfelves 
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thefni€l\res towards the dear perfbn, and join 
in a fofc etberial embrace. I know you will 
laugh at this whimlical conceit ^ but no matter. 
The evening, I fay, wasfpent agreeably, tho* 
we were obliged to be very cautious in our 
looks, to prevent fufpicion ; and indeed I was 
quite fparing in mine^ for I feldom indulged thp 
pleafure of examining his countenance. A pre^^ 
caution that was now abfolutely neceflary. 
However, might I frequently enjoy Luclus*s 
company in tl^ fame manner, I Qiould be more 
contented ; but hardly ever to fee him, and 
at the fame time to have no profped of having 
the diiEculties removed, which obftru^ thi^ 
happinefs, I freely confefs, is more than I am 
well able to bear. I am afraid of having our mu« 
tual paffion difcovered, I tremble with the moSt 
dreadful appreheniions for fear it (hould come to 
my father's ears -, and yet without this (hould 
be the cafe, it will for ever continue impoilible 
for me to tafte any true felicity. 

O MY dear friend, if my happinefs b really 
dear to you, give me your advice, and teach 
ttSrS pof&ble to unite my duty to my father, 
with the tender fentiments I feel for Lucius, 
and to make them both fubfervient to the high* 
eft pleafure I can enjoy on earth. By what 
ineans fluU I attack my father's heart ? By 

I t whsX 
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what means (ball Lucius procure his favour, 
luid make htm fenfibk of his meric ? To 
tScSt this will be a (ask hard and difficult, 
and to havea fhare in promoting myhappinefs, 
will be an employment wortl^ of your friend- 
ibip, and the rnofi endearing proof you can 
poffibly give me of your efteem and afibdion. 
With the fincereft and moft tender reiped, 
lam 

Your Ladyship's 

M^ obedient Servant^ 

t . _ 

Felicia. 
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IS it poiSble, Madam, that you can really 
give me fuch advice f What, to forget my 
'dear father ! to fleel my heart againft the /oft 
jmpreifions of filial duty! to be infenfible of 
the ftrong and tender ties of nature, of the 
afTedionate cares his heart has felt for me, 
and all thofe numberlcfs inftances of paternal 
klndnefs which I have fo often reqeived from 
him 1 Shall I throw a cloud over the fat er- 
ing proipeds he h^^ rais'd for mei and difiip- 
jp^nt all bis fond views for my happinefs, b^ 

cafling 
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Rafting dF that right which nature, and the 
much more prevailing force of tendernefs and 
]ov«) have given him over me ! No, Madam, 
I fhall never be guilty offuch ingratitude. I 
will never difpofe of my felf without his confent ; 
nor (hall all your arguments, how plau- 
iible foever, prevail with nie to give him a 
minute^s uneafinefs. 

Pardon the freedom with which I rejeft 
your propofal ; you never knew what it was to 
have a parent, and therefore can have but faint 
ideas of that follicitude, that unweared con* 
cern which employ their thoughts; much Icfj 
can you be fenfible of the unspeakable obligati- 
ons I am under to mine, the beft of parents ! and 
the beft of father's ! — But fure I am miftaken ; 
you muft have very flrong ideas of paternal ten- 
dernefs to (ay, that however offended he may 
be at firft, afFedion will foon take place of rt> 
&ntmenr, and at laft fwallow up all thought 
of difpLafure ; when his eyes will be open to 
the merit of LuciuS) and he may be poilibly be 
broughft even to approve of our union, A 
jFeconctliation which you kindly promife to uft 
your utmoft endeavour to procure for us. But 
ah ! my dear friend f can I prefumeon that af- 
fedton which makes him dear to me f Can I 
offend him, from the thought that he is fair 

I 3 from 
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from deferving fuch u&ge from me i And cam 
I difcUim his authority and counfel, from the 
r^Rc&ion thac he deierves all my confidence* 
and my mod grateful and affedlionate regards i 
No, my dear, you nuift excu£e me, your friend- 
ibip blinds your judgment, and makes you 
give me advice that you would be far from 
tsrking yourfelf, were you in my circumftances* 
You would then have confidered the vexation 
that muft arife fiom a difappointment of the 
fcndeft hopes, the juft provocation of feeing 
goodnefs abus'd) and the painful mixture of 
9nger and love, arifing in the mind of an indul- 
gent father, as the greateft evils ; nor could 
you, I am fure, think of being the caufe ol 
all thefe dreadful perturbations without ftart* 
ing back, and inftantly recoiling into duty. 
• Your ladyfhip finds now, what a trouble- 
fome perfecution your kindnefs brings upon 
you : inftead of acknowledging your goodnefst 
and thanking you for the obliging concern you 
express for my ha^pinefs, I have been b»^ 
ranguing for 1 don't know how long on my duty 
to my ever-honour'd pappa, in order to let you 
fee what a good girl I am* But don't be of- 
fended. Madam, I have only been antidpatfng 
jour own thoughts on the rights of parents. 
You will foon he of my mind ; and a few 

• months 
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inimths hence, I hope, will be able to write 
on this fubjed with a much better grace than 
I can pretend to do i fince you will then, it is" 
likely, find abundance of tbofe tender cares, 
tfaofe dear undefcribabie foUicilud^sarifing in 
your heart, which I form but a diftant idea 
of, from the impreffions I have received from 
the paternal afFedion.of one of the beft of fa- 
thers. 

The generous pity you exprefs for Melii-^ 
font, pri^eeds undoubtedly from your huma* 
oity and natural goodnefs ; but I find this pi^ 
does not deprive you of the pleafure of divert* 
ing yourfelf with the oddneis of his behaviour i 
and the ridiculous manner in which he pays me 
his addreHes; but I am goiag. to furpriib 
^ou by letting you fee that he is no longjsr to 
be pitied, fmce he is in a fair way of regaining 
his liberty ; or at leaft of falling into a more 
fupportable bondage. 

If you remember. Madam, I gave you ia 
onj5 of my letters on account of the concealed 
paffion' Amelia entertain'd for this gay fpark 
of mine ; but hopelels as it. then appeared, the 
engaging foftnefs of her behaviour, and the nar 
tibial fweeCnefis'of her difpofitiooi added to that, 
cafy, un^ffet^ed. freedom, and artle<$ innocence 
which attend^ e,very thing fhe d^es, i^em a^ 

. I 4 length 
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length to haw aiade an unpreffion on him. But 
you couM sever guefs from whom I recAvei 
this new- from Luctuft» Madam. He 

0tade his rival his conJMan t. And h^e fellows 
the letter I have juft received from bim on this 
•ccaflon. 

" Lov£LY Felicia, 
" TAELIGHTFULastherefleaibnof 



D 






** X^ your gcodnels is, while I indulge the 
tranf^rting remembrance of that tharming 
air with which you frankly confefTed the 
*• tender regard you fliould always have for 
" my happinefs ; ■ ■ you love ! you re- 
*^ turn my paflioh ! what an extatic thought ! 
** yet it cannot enable me to fupport the tedi- 
** ous delay, the* painful abfence, the tortur- 
** inis fiifpenfe, and the pleafing yet dreadful 
** mixture of hope and fear with which I wait 
** to know that fentcnce from your father, 
•' whichmuft confirm me Weft beyond expref- 
*^ fion, or throw the thickeft gloom over alt 
** my joys. "' ■^ O my dear ! with what ar- 
*• dor do I bng to fee you ! I have a thoufand 
** things 10 fay. 

** YfiSTEKDAY my friend Mellifont came 
•* to fee me, with an air more thoughtful 
** than fecmed confiftcnt with^is fprightly vo- 

n * *' latile 
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** latite temper; when our frtendfhtp, i»4MCh*' 

•^ began very early, and which upon bis late 

*• return frcim the tour of Europe, has been' 

•* revived with all its warmth, engaged me to ' 

^* prefi him to communicate the caufe of his 

•* difcontcnt. He told me, that that was the 

** dcfign^of his vifit, and propofing our going 

^* into my ftuJy, where we ihight be fe- 

** cure from interruption, began there a flory 

** which fiird my mind with every wild agita-' 

^^ tion. It iswkhfliame, faidhe, that Icon- 

•* fcfs my weaknefs, I love Felicia. -O' 

** what a ftab did thefe words give me ? his 

** wealth, his form, his wit, his humour,' 

^' with every qualification capible of charming 

^' the fair, rufli'd upon my mind, and gave mef 

♦• the firft pangs of jealoufy ; tormenting paf- 

** Hon ! but recolleAing that he was certainly 

^ ignorant of my being his rival, I emdeavour- 

<^ ed to arm myfelf with patience : he theti 

** enumerated your feveral perfeAions, arid 

•* dwelt upon your charms, while every com- 

♦* mendation encreafed my difquiet : O Mat 

** dam, can you forgive mfy unju ft fears ?-<^ 

«* fears injurious to your lionour »■' ■ ■■» but 

** while I made the comparifon between him 

•* and myfelf, how was it poffible to help be- 

^* iogalarm'd, fince I myfelf muA havejuflt- 

I 5 *^ filed 
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**. fied your choiee in r^j<r£ting meffer^faim ' 
**• Butthefe fears were lh6rt-iived and tranfi- 
** em, they loon gave >wayr to a healing joy, 
which compofed the iin,:etuous tumult of 
my foul) and with the utmoft delight I 
beard him add. Yet you would admire, Lu* 
*^ cius, to fee how co)d, how inftnfible {be 
*y h of all my en ieavours ro pteafe iier. I meet 
*^ with nothing but perfed indifference. Her 

•' very looks fpeak her inft«fibility .— = Ah! 

^* had (be but half the winning foftnefe, the 

** tendlur graces of Amelia ! -— but fhe is 

** incapable of foftnef$ " " '■ ■ but don't you 
think Amelia pretty near as beautiful as Fe- 
licia I ■ ■ It muft be confefs'd however, 
that this lady has a much more agreeable 

temper. What a pleafing air ! what a 

•* charniing fimplicity ! — Ekm't you think 
^* it vmuld pique Felicia's pride to fee me 
^^ change the otje^l of my homage, and pay 
f * thofe affiduous addreiles to her coufio, which 
^^ (he with fo much (corn contemns? — It is 
5' a pleafing thought, and I am reiblved to 
** puntfli this haughty beauty, by letting 
** her fee that 1t is now out of her power to 
.** render me that whining ridiculous feUow 
** (he endeavours to make of me. Tell me 
*• now, Lucius, am I not in the right ? They 
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** ^^ i;ridi the utmoft calmnefs ; hut ypu ought 

•;* net to impute Felicia's diflikc to a want of 

•• na)taral goodnefs ; pray,Mellifont, is it fuch 

** a cnme to be blind to yourperfcdious ? She 

** would doubtlefs approve ofyou as a Friend, 

*^ tho' not as alotr^r : and I think I know her 

** well enpugh to affirm., that fo far from be* 

*^ ing offended at your transferring your af* 

** fe£lions to hci- toufin, (he will ufe her en- 

** deavours to promote your^muiual felicity, 

•* Do you think fo ? re^ufc^'jl he ; ib^n I am 

*^ reiblvcd tpuy threj^eriment, Ihayefound 

*' fomethii^g fo engaging in Amelia's beh^vi* 

^^ pi^r^ w^ilcl paid my addrjeiTe^ to her cpufini 

** that I ba;ve long loQk^d i^pOn her with the 

'' htgheft efteem ; &e .pleafes. without defign, 

*^ «^ does the moft ttiilinga^lions with fuck 

*^ a gi'ace, thiat they foc6ibiy inTmuate them*" 

^^ felves into the heart. It is, lam fure, in 

*^ b^rpower to make me happy* I endea.vour'd 

** tofixthisrefulution, aod aftifr feveral. other 

^* things being iatd on the hme fubjvfi, he 

*^ took leave, with a firm intention o£ tranf- 

** ferringall his tender fentifnents to Amelia. 

** O MY dear Felicia 1 tell me what I muft 
** think of myfelf for this behaviour. What 
** judgment will you form of it ? Sure it cannot 

16 •* ofFcnd 
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** oSeod you ! You are loo artkis to difiem* 
ble either with b^ or mc* BtfC however, 
I beg to Tee you, and with the moft affe^o- 

** nate.ardor entreat you to give me ano^por- 

** tunity of eicpreffing my gratitude, aod.tei- 

** ling you how much I ani, 

DE.AM3T CaBATQRE ! 

tmr ohHgii and 

affeffumaU Sirvant, " 
Lucius. 

As foon at I bad yead this letter ^ 1 1^ my 
chamber,. and made taoficto communiaiteit 
10 Amelia, who I did not qucftion would' be 
highly pieaftd with the contents ; but to my 
no fmaU£irprife,«s well as fiiti^BiAbn, i 'found 
her engag'd in a ctofe couTerfttion with MdM- 
font $ fo returning to my apartment, fcrawkd 
ovor the abof e in order to fend it away by this 

• 

n^t'spoft. I have hardly time now to thank 
you in form for your many favours, and there- 
fore with my moft affedionate prayers for the 
vnintcirupted cQntinutnce of your felicity, iik 

bafte fuUcribe myfelf^ 

Your Ladyship's 

Mift ^iUgid Friend^ 
Felicia. 

LETTER 
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LETTER XVI. 

LAST we^k^ m; dear friend, linform'^d 
'you that the gay* and janty Mellifoot^ 
finding bimfelf umbk with all. his airs to in* 
gratiate him&If fo far into my efteen^ as to 
prevail witb moi to liltea with pleafure to his 
addreiles^ was fi> poor a hero as to change hi' 
iniftreiVy and direfi his fmiks and ftghs to Ame^ 
lia, a thing which however common in real life, 
i^ iel^ham 9r..iiAv^.faBafdofinicinaii€es y^t 
this ipftance ^bia pirvdeiice,. £> far from alann* 
iaog Qiy piid^9 is a con&uit ibiurce of &tiAc^ 
tion and joy. And if you have yet read over 
i»y Jft|^, you rauft have oWerved too, that 
I told you I left them: togethei^ while I wrote 
you a9 account of this change in my afiairs. 
^ A » foonas he was gone, Amelia came run- 
ning, to my chamber with her eyes fparkling 
with joy, and an air of theutmoftfatis&dion ; 
What do you think, my dear ? cry'd ihe, 
as Ibon as (he .law me at a dillance ; the en- 
gaging Mellifont has been iayiog fome.of the 
moft ^reeablc tender things to me. ■ O 

he is a charming man ! He came to-day as ufual, 
when thinking that it was to you we o w'd his 
vifit, I told him I would let you know that he 
3 was 
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was here, at the fame time turning in order to 
go and feekfcrfou, biiC be prevented me — -* 
he took hold of my hand, and defiring me t» 
ftay, 4aid that \m hi^fmA was ii6w with flUr. 
I went wich Mii into tHe ^rleu r, ^htti (sMian 
hhkiftif by me withfudi^ fbft look a»I have 
ibmetiflles ietn tiidi ibtupon fov, t iat(M^ 
Madam, Mdhe^ yc^iwillbeli^rjfed^t #hit 
I ath going to hf to you ; FrfkiaV rigtar and 
yottt^harnishavecurednvypalRonfiMrher. Ihtivt 
been tmable to fupport that ladyVconftant in^ 
Merefice, ft^lfrntiot^a^tepi^rto jtidnlgea 
Mtntk ^haft caA be<f ¥io ft^vkb ro ^e« I wifl 
never be ifhe itxpe of agirTa vafitty, nOr whittle 
ki Mcfdl dttty the dMnal ft6ry of deTpaiting 
love. I am re£4vtd to be ^ppy^ atid- would 
have yoa obferte dut it is oAt of the i^wer of 
any of your fair fex to fnabe me miferabie. 
Thili, Madam, continued Amelia, was to pre- 
vent my ufmg hifti as you have done ; for be 
immediately added fo many agree ible compli^ 
ments, and fuch ftrong proteftatioAs of the im- 
Cxrity of his bVe, that I could never be weary 
of hearing him » ^ < ■ O he is a charming 
man ! This change is happy for ^isboth : Is tt 
not. Madam ? . I dare fay be is pcr- 

fiflly (incere. 

HerU 
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Hbhii Amelia t^ok time to kxtOthc s Cm 
her extafy h^d carried ter on wich fitch rarfM* 
«iify, tint ia tJie exul^tion Df h^r heart, ihe 
htt'dly knew how to gi¥e a imoiMnt's truce to 
htr tfan^ort. Her whole feiil overflow 'rd with 
joy^ and it 0¥crflow'd fe: £lft|.i;bat4)er utte* 
raoce could hardly Jceep paoe with (he iwift 
coitffe of her ideas. The nurfl trifling word had 
tbe4itr€»fra|Kiire« and every ieAteace the dig* 
nity^of trium^. 

HowfiVBR, Ibe 00 4boiier gave me leave to 
Spcak^ thaitenihractng her with much a&dion^ 
Yes, my dear » cry'-dliiniling, this revolution 
ia happy for us both, and I ftnoerely congratu« 
bite yott on the<on<]ueft of a heart ihathas fo 
long been dear to you. Lucius has loft a rival 
that he bad reafon to .fear, and I have no longer 
the dread of difobiiging my father by rrfufing 
to marry a gentleman I cannot love ; but I 
have yet no prorpe<3 of his ever giving Lucius . 
his confent : that is as far off as ever; while 
you, who yefterday was ready to envy the 
pocMT felicity I enjoyM, of having my almoft 
bopekft paifion leturnM, have in a moment 
obtain'd your wiflies. My aunt will approve 
yo|ir mutual tendernefs, and in a few days ce« 
ment your happy union ; how vaftly is your 
happineis fuperior to mine I O my dear Felicia, 

returned 
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return'dflie again; can^t you itfoioe with me, 
without thefe bitter refleAiorts ? Expeft the 
fame defightful turn in your affairs, and 
depend upon my tIEftance in pixxiiiing it. A 
father's compliance is not fure fo hard to otr 
tain, when the ftlicity of a dear and only chiki 
is at ftake. Let us communicate erery thing 
to Lucius, I will engage my mamma, as fo>n 
as poffible, to take us with her to pay his mo- 
ther and Marilla a viiit. We ihall find him 
at home. He fliall know he has had a rival, 
and we will tdl him the reafon of its heing 
kept fo long a fecret. — He knows already the 
ftate of our affaiw, reply'd I, and had ac* 
quaintedme with them, before you knew your 
own happinefs. ' Here arc a few lines 
that I received from him on th's fubjeA, juft 
after I rofe from dinner. 

At this flie took the letter out of my hand 
with an eager furprife, her face was covered 
with a modeft blufb, which difcovered Ibme 
confuiion ; and her eyes were in a moment 
glew'd to the paper, which feem'd to renew 
her joy. She read it over (everal times, and 
feemed to dwell with extafy on that part which 
related the converfation between my lover and 
Mellifont J but at laft returning it, This is a 
proof, cried (he, with a frelh kindling f^tif- 

fa£lion 
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fiuSionrm her lookk that- he is fineeretnhts 
piofeffions. It iVnot a faih hafty fit of di%uft 
that makes him Ay to me ! He faa^ examiaed 
his heart } he confuks his friend ) be loves me 
almoft as well as I do him \ Tim aathorifes 
the deKght I feel» and proves that" I have not 
been miftaken in tbiflking hhn finccre. ' 
He has fixM hie choice^ and I (hall be happy ! 
These words- wcrie infplred by a triinfpof^ 
that'iDAde her exalt her voice much above her 
ufual manner of fpeaking^ (b that my aunt, 
who was entemgtbe room at the' fame time, 
heard" her very diflimaiy. We both fa w her 
in the fame moment, aAd both were under 
iome confufion at this4mexpe£led interruption, 
iioce wi^ ^ould- not guefs how much (he had 
Over-heard- of what We Were unwiUing to in- 
forni her of. However this difordcr was very 
ibort ; for (he came forwards with a fmile, ac* 
company'd with an air that had not the leaft 
mark of difpleafiire. Heigh-day ! cried fhe 
(with her eyerakefnately fixed upon her daugh- 
ter and me) what is the matter, pray? What, 
all in raptures? Mayn't your mother, Amelia, 
pattake of your fgtbfa£bion ? I am come to 
claim a.0iare in your confidence, and to defire 
you wottM let oie know Meilifoni's buTmels 
with }ou to-day, S(nd tfaejubftance of that long 

converfation 
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Gotiverfttioii you had together. CooiCy be 
ftee^ my d^r, and tell me alL 

H£RS Ifefuad that (be was flUl ignoiaiirof 
Liicius^8;p(^oat Whoii. ebferving diat Ameiia 
caft dow^ l^efieytsi 4ftd witlr a'vi^k diferder 
hefitated bow feo repl3s I inftantly femoved her 
embanafmeat. O Madam^ (aid I, nme have 
fbange tbinp to tell you. I^eUifont finding 
my heart (oo flpaty to be foftened by aUJusen- 
deavours^ has ihook off my cbains» and feeks 
for happjni^fg' from the more gentle difpofitioa^ 
of Amelia's foul. While paying his addrefies 
to me, he difcovered a thoufand charms in 
her, and therefore wtfely confuldng .his own 
bappinefs, has changed tbe^ objed of a h<^le6^ 
paffion, for one H^ho he has reafon to flatter 
bimfelf will prove jnore- favourable. And I 
dare fay^ Madam, finee fcm approved of bis 
being your nephew, you will not be^leis willing 
he fl^dd be your fon. No, child^ returned 
&e, fo far from having any obje^ons to hino^, I 
freely confefs that I (bould.be proud (rf bi$ at* 
liance« Bi:^ are you fute that he is (inonc in 
his pretentions? Inferior as Ameliai's fortune 
will be to his, I (bould highly re(ent my 4au£^ 
ler's being made a property of. This h perhaps 
only an aniftcis by wbkb he hop^ to awakes 
your ^ouiy. My jeiiloufy ! Madam» cried . 
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I with ibme warmth ; no, he could never have 
the vanity to think it. I dare fay he is in 
earnefl, and fo far from being offended at 
his preferring my coufin to me, I rejoice in 
his change, and lopk upon it wHh peculiar fat* 
|isfa£kion. Wei], whatever is his defign, re- 
jehi*d my aunt, a little time will difcover it. 
However, Felicia, I would have you believe 
that I am not much lefs concerned for youf 
happinefs, than I am for Amelia's; you are 
both very, dear to me 5 — -— but your afiec- 
tions are perhaps already engaged. ' Here 

I blulh'd in my turn, which I fancy (be took no* 
ticeof^ forafterafhorcpaufe, (he only added. 
But it is not my bufinefi to examine you on 
this fubje£l ; tho' I (hould be very glad to have 
a (hare in your confidence. As for you, Ame- 
lia, I hope you won't {cruple to difcover to rae 
the fituation of your heart. You know I aun 
too tender a mother not to confult your incli- 
nations, as well as my own. Thefe laft words 
were expnefled in a moil moving tone>; while 
my coufin, who had been hitherto iilent, could 
not conceal the rifing tear, which with mute 
eloquence exprefled her gratitude, and thanked 
ber for her indulgent goodnqis ; when ftartjng 
up, (he fprting into her arms, and gave her 

a .feeltng embrace, which the fond mother,: 

with 
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vitbomfcioin bappioeft in her looks, return'd 
with equal Aidor. 

You cao'c conceive, Madam^. how much I 
was affe£ted with the goodnefs of the parent* 
and the confidence which it ioimediatel/ pro- 
duced in the mind of the child. Amelia dif* 
folv'd in filial tendernefs, acknowledged her 
regard for MeUifont {.while my aunt approvM 
her ptfficb i approved it with an arr of joy, 
tbo' ftill doubting the fincerity of bis preten- 
fions. When to refnove her fcruples, my cou- 
fin promised to make her a judge, by giving her 
^n account of his futuce behaviour. 

I WAS all this while a ftupid obferver, and 
was almoft afluimed not to have a (hare In 
tfaefe phafing carefles. Do I indulge a pafiion, 
iiud I to m;felf> that I am afi^aid of acknow- 
ledging to a perfon fo wdl worthy of all my 
confidence ? Will a lady that has fo much con- 
fideration for her daughter, as to tell her that 
ihe is too tender a parent not to confiilther 
child's inclinations rather than her own; a 
woman that is fuch an excellent judge of real 
merit, be infenfible of the perfe&ions of my 
dear Lucius, and difapprove of my paffion for 
fo valuable, fo wordiy a man? One whom 
file treats with fo much ref^d, and on whofe 
virtue, ftrongfenfe, and other valuable accom* 

pliihments 
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plifhmentS) I bave» imsad her make fo many 
encomiums. I can't believe it. She will be 
pleafed too with my cxmfidettce, ai^rove my 
difpernmenty and give, me her affiftance to 
work upon my father. Well then, I wil| 
boldly confefs my tender fentiments for this en«* 
gaging youth, and untorified at the fmallnefi 
of his efiate> will plead the taufe of virtue a^ 
gainft that of wealth ; I will gain her over by 
my refpedful confidence, work upon her pity, 
and engage her to give m her friendly iaffiftance^ 
her compaffionate and endearing advice. 

This was my final relblution; but though 
I had no reafon to prevent my putting it in 
execution, yet I no fooner attempted to open 
my lips upon this too interefting fabge£^ than 
my courage fiiiled, my heart with ibft and 
fluttering timidity rebelled againft the didates 
of reafon $ a thoufand fcruples inflantly arofe • 
I blufli'd i confcious fhame held faft my tongue ; 
the firft word died my upon lips ; my confidence 
vanKbed ; and I found the words, I love^ fo 
bard to be uttered, that I was forced in fpite of 
my felf to continue filent, and leave unattempt^ 
cd the too foftening confeffion ; while all the 
advantages I fo reafonably expeSed from her 

aSftaoce were unable to fitrmount the weaknefs 

I 
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fore we hid fet out, bar 

and emb^lfli'd "dK air wtit x TTzzrzm^, ur- 

oitdy more pkannr tbar thy vi^in z-I-c 
from the powdcrd touper o' zr zccjm-^ i, 
xan, or the odoin« ^mnrr tear ^*oir iajw- 
hip*s glgffcs- A thoufimr rioudi vi . r tntr^ 
ain^ed gold and purpfe, xif tzzivuz \.zx.\. £t^ 
hadeSy ^ioni'd the wios, tbt oliit ni:niri.»i., 
•r dunm'd the too aidsu: tzt'^ jr tat ouzz.!:'*'" 
jn; wh3c the inSstbtlE cj.t peeJ.r lur^*- L 
ic wide ftfctcb^;: pisnt}-, cr tiit ciiiisr- wi^^-ii. 
mbrown'd by Auiumr^ or ^-^w.n^ w.i: i. 
jngthen'd verdure of ^anoui x*i*ci. Hen: 
iendlj chat and inn ocen : gair:^ ktr: i:: our 
Hfits, deluded swht the trnK* ^:x it*:-: 'l to 
icrcafe the tCBOer I'jy wilier ::i.»wk'*: ;i r. u-^ 
jm, at CTCTT thoi'zJr. of n*; lues:! . Irt::.^ 
yucius. 1 (iw tht fa-nisr. tc w:::;n 7 :^'^ 

' iven fo k^OTlsKs £ "i'.i^:^ 9^:11. lu:^: *:.*•** 
Iving orders to hh ^rvuuiL. 1>^' Xfc^r: 'i vrr 
gain with abDuncjng b* ^ I i -/-♦:/- i: '.T 
1 the fields I bad prckri'c it i. • > -^ . -i., 
nd felt more cbarmE ir. ti* j:'*si' zj^./^cv^*. 
hat furroundtzd int fion: t;jt t^L»-.-1. -•: ^ .. 
ontributing to the acvisriC£irj;;n o' i; ; ^-..t:., 
hough uniortunatc &Lni:>5 thur tijt b-v: •^;-- 

-Ious*aiifer in riewjig \\\t iiOstT^^ ii*^*ur*:. *-**. 

nerceivedme, whc3Q»'ttT.ai. L*iin:*jr, r'.;^.-. *i:". 
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I hbouftd under. What a painful perplex'd 
fituation was this ! and how hard is it for a vir- 
tnout mindi tapwventthatihanie which ought 
opiy to accompany viee, from attending the 
naoft laudable paffions ! The mind, enfeebled by 
Cttflom, is taught to regard that as a weaknefi 
which b its higheft^ perfeAioB ; nor is it ftrange 
that the moft honourable and decent love 
IhouM be accompanisd with a modeft relu6hnt 
fiiame, fiBoe wc aie taught to Uufh, at being 
dtfcovered in the praflice of the nobkft and 
mo& fuUime virtnes* 

Mr aunt did not ftay long ; (bftened by her 
ownafiedton, and the tendernefs of her daugh- 
ter, (he left us with all that fatisfadion in her 
looics^ that ODuld arifo from the contemplation 
of. the felicity of her child ; when the pertur- 
bation of my mind, occafion'd by the ftruggk 
between my diffidence and realbn, infenfibly dif- 
perfed, and at Jaft left me at leifure calmly to 
fympathift in the happinefs of my friends*, Hope 
now gains the afcendant in my mind,' and the 
indulgence of this good mother makes me flatter 
myfelf with the fame from a father, no lefs a^ 
feAionately concerned for my interefh 

With 
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With my fifleer«ft< refpetfb to his losdfbip^. 
iL«]i». Madam » with all poffible afFecSiooy 



< I 



Feiicia. 
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I ' * f 

IT is not without the appearanccrof reafbn- 
that you are furpriftd at the unatcoun table 
manner in which we difpofb of our hearts ; but 
if we look around us, we fliail find caufe to 
vindicate the girave, the fedate and - tranquil 
Amelia, for loving a perfoit* of a temper fo 
widely diflFerent from her o^n/ ' If is 'not al- 
ways a refemblancc of ourfdvcs iit' temper,- 
any more than in features, that conftitute the 
ftrongeft attraSjpe. On the contrary, the 
thoughtful 'mind, confcious 6f itrown incapa^ 
city to render itlblf happy, is naturally charmed* 
With one whofe airy fprightlinefs' is beft adapt- 
ed to give itVelief, and ^ary itspfeafures by in- 
fpiring the delightful relaxations of the more 
lively focial enjoyments j while the vivaciouj 
volatile temper cjtpefis th6 fame fatisfa^ion* 
from the fagacious, ^nd more fober rejfle£Hons 

of 
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of ftilid thought, and decent prudence. Thus 
we frequently find that a contraft of this Jdndy. 
gives a variety y^vhicb adds a poignancy to their 
joySf^whiie perfons^ whofe fouls nature ieenEis to 
have forn^'d in the fame mould, too often drag 
on a dull infipid life ; or trifle it away with a 
mixture of alternate levity and fpleen. Yet 
after all, it muft be coafeffipd, that however 
various their tempers, it is abfolutely neceflarj 
there ihould be a conformity, at Ua&i of paf- 
iion and fentiment. 

M£ THINKS I wfite now with the gravity of 
apbilofiqpher; and that in aiccouiiting for Ame- 
lia's tendernefs for Mellifonti I have very hand- 
fpmdy apologized for that of your, trifling 
friend, for the grave and learned Lucius. 

YxsTB&DAY jbeing the time, we had ap- 
pointed to pay MariJla's mother a vifir,, my. 
aunt, AmeUa and I, fet out on foot, as foon 
as we had din'd, after having given orders for 
the coach to fetch us back in the evening. The 
day waa excee ding fine ; and the ah: rendered 
ox)l and refrelhing .by a gentle bieeze,^ which 
juft waved the yellow corn, that opening in a 
narrow path gave us an eafy and delightful paf- 
fage I while the bearded ears hung their heavy 
beads furcharged with myriads of glittering 
pearls, the fruits of a hafty (bower, which be* 

fore 
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fore we liad fet out, had refrefh'd the earth, 
and embalm^ the air with a fragrance, infi- 
nitely inore pleaftng than that which arifcs 
from the powder'd toupee of an accomplifli'd 
beau, or the odours which fcent your lady- 
fiiip^s gloves, A thoufand clouds with intcr- 

.mingled gold and purple, of various lights and 
{hades, adorn'd the wide, the blue immenfc, 
or dioim'd the too ardent rays of the dazzling 
fun ; while the infatiate eye greedily fu^^'ey'd 
the wide ftretch'd plenty, or the diftant woods 
cmbrown'd by Autumn, or glowing with a 

, lengthened verdure of various hues. Here 
friendly chat and innocent gaiety kept up our. 
ipirits, deluded away the time, and helped to 
increafethe tender joy which glow'd in my bo- 
fom, at every thought of oxy fpeedily feeing 
Lucius. I faw the farmer, to whom I had 
given fo feafonablc a relief, with honeft front 
giving orders to his fervahts. My heart fprung 
again with abounding joy ; I found myfelf 
in the fields I had preferv'd in his pofTeSion, 
and felc more charms in the great abundance 
that furrounded me from the refleftion of;ts 
contributing to the advancement of an honeft, . 
though unfortunate family, than themoft rapa- 
cious^mrfer in viewing his hoarded treafures. He 
perceived me, when with an humble fcrape and 

K grateful 
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grateful look^ hefilently exprefs'd his acknow- 
ledgments. 

At lad we arrived at the end of our walk, 
when as Marilla had been privately acquainted 
the night before with our intended vifit, we 
were fure to find Lucius at home ; they both 
met us at the gate, accompanied by their mo* 
ther, where they all with glowing extafy paid 
lis their compliments, and conduced us into a 
sieat and well furni(h*d parlour. Here we took- 
fbme refrefliment, which being over, Amelia 
judging by her own h^art, that I (hould be 
^ad of an opportunity of a feparate converfa- 
tton, ask'd me with a fmite, if I was not too 
weary with my walk, to take a turn with her 
in the garden^ while Lucius and Marilla, with 
a fparkling intelKgent kind of fatisfa<5tion in 
their looks, offered their fervice to accompany 
us. 

Here we had a moft tender interview ; I 
explained the reafon of my conduct, in con* 
cealing from him the addrefles of Mell font, 
and thanked him for theaffiftance he had given 
me, in fparing me the trouble of being teized 
by his importunities; while he kifledmy hand 
with eager tranfpoi^s of delight. We then 
confulted how to procure my father's confent ; 
but had come to no determination, when we 

we 
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were iuterrupted by my aunt, whom we faw 
coining down the alley to meet us. However, 
fhe did not difcover much furprife at feeing us 
together without our companions, who we 
immediately told her were gone to gar her feme 
fruit, which indeed was the excufe they-iiad made 
ufe of in leaving us; but we had hardly made 
this apology for their abfence, when we per- 
ceived them returning ; and my aunt telling 
us that (he was afraid we (hould fatigue our- 
felves too much, defired we would walk in ; 
we confented and immediately followed her. 

SoPH&OKiA, Lucius's mother, entereain'd 
me with all that eafe and polite freedom, which 
it natural to a well-bred woman; and the 
part fhe bore in the converfation fufficiently 
difcovered her good fenfe, and the delicacy 
and juftnefs of her fentiments, while an air of 
fweetnefs gave a grace to every thing fhe faid. 
We were entertained with feveral fubje£b,wich- 
out the leaft conned;ion, mott of which were 
very trifling ; but at laft, the clergy being men- 
tioned, and feveral fmart ftories told of the jo* 
cofe manner in which the vicar of a neighbour- 
ing parilh conferred the greateft benefits, we 
infenfibly became interefted in the fubjedl. 
From the clergy we digrefled to religi<>n, an 
eafy tranfuion : when the errors of chrifliansf 

K 2 fanaified 
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fanfiified by the venerable name of orthodoxy,- 
were proved inconfiftent with reafon, with all 
our ideas of moral beauty and natural harmo- 
ny ; with all thofe engaging portraits of the 
Deity, with the fwell of humanity which expands 
our bofoms, refines our idoas, and makes, us 
partake of the divine pleafures of beneficence 
and confcious virtue, with the kindly impref- 
fions we every where receive from a view^ of 
Nature, equally lovely in all her works, and 
equally confpiring to an univerfal happinefs ; 
and, in ihort, with the plaineft difcoveries of 
that revelation which we acknowledge to be 
divine. Man, the nobleft part of this lower 
creation, faid Lucius, is funk from the dignity 
of his being, and reprefented as naturally inca- 
pable of pleafing, by his beft adiions, .his kind 
and benevolent maker. What a reflection on 
the divine artificer ! our very virtues are crimes, 
and the moft perfect u(e of all our powers, me* 
rit no other reward than eternal damnation ! 
what a prepofterous opinion to think of plea- 
fing the creator by degrading his works ! So 
far from having any moral fenfe, any in- 
wrought love of virtue, we are, fey they, 
formed with a thou fa nd propenfities to vice ; 
and there is not a crime which ever was com- 
mitted, but what lurks in the breaft of every 

man. 
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man, as be is fotm'd by nature, and to 
which be is particularly inclined* If this be 
the cafe, a manly a£tion and a villainous one are 
fynonymous terms ; and to fay a perfon behavci 
like a man, is to fay he is a fodomite, a mur- 
derer, a parricide ; and what, if pof&ble, is a 
greater contradiction ftiJl, it is to fay, tbat be 
is to the laft degree penurious and extravagant i 
that he deftroys himfelf by debauchery, and yet 
pines away for want. In (bort, that he a£ts 
from vicious principles fo oppofite, that they 
muft necefTariJy deftroy each other. Senti- 
ments that in . themfelves are not more mon- 
ftrous, than inconfifient with experience, and 
every dictate of reafon and common fenfe* But 
the beneficent father of the univerfe, whofe 
invariable goodnefs is infinite and boundlefs^ has 
been fb far from curfing his offspring by in« 
(piring them with fuch baleful invenom'd dif- 
pofitions, that h^ has itrongly connected, by 
the very frame of our minds, vice and cruelty 
with hate, and (hame and horror : virtue, 
with a thoufand charms, a thoufand lovely at- 
tra£tives. Supreme and unrivalled in glory, and 
glowing with a confcious fenfe of his own 
matchlefs, unfading felidty, he creates, to 
comnounicate happinefs, and forms a won- 
derous fcale of beings, widely to extend the glo- 
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rious emanations of his goodnefi. He makes 
it their duty to be happy, and the gjory of 
each ir dividual, like him, to diffyfe happinefi 
around him. He places them in a ftate of 
trial, with every tender focial afFedion in their 
hearts, to ftruggle with each felfiQi thought, 
and gives a ray of his wifdom to direct in what 
manr.er to exercife the part icular exertions of 
thefe intendering difpofitions. What a fubje£l 
lor gratitude ; for the mofl devout,^ the moft 
humble and elevated piety I This is the reli- 
gion of Nature; the generous, the friendly 
religion of the Bible: that one invariable reli- 
gion, which will ever be a law to every fpecidi 
of moral and accountable beings, from men up 
to the hlgheft^order of celeftial fpirits. 

Nofi CIA there be a religion, I couM -not 
help interrupting^ that gives us more exalted 
fentiments of the Deity. What furprifing 
munificence ! The nobleft pleaTures that cafl 
fweil our minds, are tbofe which accompany 
the practice of virtue ; ^nd yet, exquifite as 
thefe delights are, they are only a prelude to 
diviner raptures ; they refine the foul, and fit 
us for that ftate of'befng, where our joys (hall 
be unmixed with care, and uninterrupted by 
the flruggle of contending pai&ons; where 
Criendihip and gratitude fliall be refined into 

the 
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the pureft extafies ! and every focial affe6lioQ 
attune the foul into the moft perfe£l harmony ! 
delightfuL thought ! how lovely is the Deity, 
and how worthy ef our higheft efteem, and 
veneration ! 

You would have fmiled, my dear friend, 
had you ieen the delight Lucius exprefTed in 
hrs countenance at finding my fentiments (o 
agreeable to his own ; his eyes white I wa* 
fpeaking kindled with unufual hrisknefs ; and 
tempered the tender foftnefs of hts glances 
with an air of the higheft fatisfa£tion. . 

But thefe enthufiafts, reply *d my aunt, who 
from an affectation of humility, have treated 
their own fpecies with fuch infolent reproach, 
have not had lefs regard to the moft facrcd ob- 
ligations. Who can hear without aftoniihment 
the charming ties of virtue blafphem'd ? the 
foundation of all public and private happinefs, 
treated with contempt i Strange indeed, that 
men (hould be fo infenfible of the ftriking 
graces of a virtuous charafler ! that that facred 
law, to which the Deity himfelf pays obedience, 
fhould be loaded with the vileft reproach even 
from the pulpit I A good-natur'd perfon muft 
feel all the humanity of his bofom rife with 
'ndignation at the impious profanation. 
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However furprifing this may appear, re- 
ply 'd Sopbronia, yet our wonder will in a great 
meafure vaniQi, if we confider that the fame 
per fens difcard the ufe of reafon from religion ; 
for while this is the cafe, nothing can be too 
abfurd to be embraced y nay, abfurdity itfelf, 
continued (he, has been made a mark of truth, 
and people have fl retched their faith fo &r as 
to give their afTent to what they themfelves ac- 
knowledged to be impoflible. What could the 
utmofi barbarifm of ignorance do more ? The 
Deity, ali lovely as he is, glowing with every 
virtue, and fur rounded with the dazzling ra* 
'diance of a heavenly fmile, is reprefented as 
ftern and inexorable, weak and partial, as 
pleafed with idle compliments, empty praifes, 
and little tricks of devotion ; as fupreme in 
fell revenge, with relentlefs malevolence, con- 
figning irretrievably before the world began, 
liinety-nine of every hundred of his future off- 
ering to eternal horrors, and the utmoft height 
of agonizing torture ; while they, the deftined 
few, happy favourites I triumph in his mercy, 
and extol this fuperlative inftance of his pater- 
nal goodneis, and kind partiality. Horrid 
thought ! cry'd Lucius ; what a tyrant ! 
what a moniler ! what a devil ! Can we form 
an idea of a being more tremendouily terrible ? 

A 
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A harpy or cerberian monfter, with more en- 
venomed raacour ? This is the height of dae- 
Aionifm i but let the poor heathen howl and 
trenrble before his pagod ; let the barbarian 
pollute with human blood the altarsof hi^ idol ; 
let the ignorant mandarin, the bigotted dervife, 
or Romifh zealot, wound and torment them* 
felves to pleafe a being who has no exigence in 
nature 5 or the faifly reformed chriftian ftrive to 
outvie the pagan, in the frantic reveries of 
his enthufiafm, virtue and harmony will fliil 
be the fame ; and the Almighty, unpolluted by 
their praifes, will look with pity on the errors 
of his children ; they are all the objects of his 
impartial regard, and equally inticled to his 
favour I for as Mr.. Hill juftly obferves, 

t* Briton and RujUian differ but in name ; 

•• In Nature^ s fenfe all nations are the fame. ^* 

Strange abfurdity ! faid I, that religion, 
fhould be brought to overturn all the obligations 
of religion! for it is incredible^ that any reve* 
lation (hould be thought to be true, which fup- 
pofes the author of it falfe, malevolent, and 
cruel. But while our priefis declaim againft 
morality, it is no great wonder that it fhould 
be defpiftd by the laity ; fuch gloomy reprefen- 
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lationa of religion, fuch contemptible difcourfes 
of virtue, muft needs corrupt the minds of the 
multitude, and fix the ftrongeft prejudice* 
againft every thing facreds make our duty 
looked upon as a burthen ; and the moft plea-- 
fing exercifes of grateful piety, rq;arded as an 
irkfome drudgery. 

Our converiation was here interrupted by a 
fervant, who entering with a letter delivered it 
to my aunt, at the (ime time telling her, that 
as it had been left for her juft before our coach* 
man fet out, he thought proper to bring it with 
him. She received it with an air of joy, when 
breaking it open, and calling her eyes at the 
bottpm, (he told me it came from my father, 
and a minute after added with a fmile, and a 
tone of furprife, that he was preparing to take 
a journey to fee me. What a fudden confulion 
did this unexpeded news give me ! The' joy 
that I was ready to receive, was fufpended by 
the (hock of a rifing apprehcnfion, that fome^ 
thing extraordinary was the caufe of this jour- 
ney. Sure, faid I to myfelf, he can't be ac- 
quainted with our mutual paffion ! What an 
alkvm did this doubt give toe ! my heart trem* 
bled with a very painful diforder ; and it now 
flutters in the fame uneafy manner, while I 
acquaint you that I dread to fee him, But 

what 
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what have I done, that I (bould be afraid of 
feeing my father's face ? Oh my dear 

Lucius ! -^— — to be deprived of the hopes 
of living with thee ■ to fee thee no more ! 

Oh I I can't bear to think of it. It was then 
impoffible to prevent my apprehenfions from 
making fome alteration in my countenance. — - 
I endeavour'd to conceal them under a look 
of furprife j but, in Ipite of myfelf, that fur- 
prife had fome traces of uneafinefs. i* .* I 
ftruggled with myfelf in vain ■ my aunt 

perceived it ■ I fa\¥ (he did j and that 

encieafcd my diforder -, but (he had too much 
good^n^ture to encreafe it ftill more, by feem- 

ing to take notice of it. Lucius too 

kad his eyes fix'd upon mine, while I perceiv'd 
that he every moment chang-d colour, and 
appear'd not lefs alarmM than myfelf. How- 
ever it was now time to retire, and I was foon 
miftrefs enough of myfelf to take my leave 
of thefe dear friends with a tolerable good 
grace. 

What will be the fubjc<a of my next letter 
Ican'tguefs; my father's prefence will un- 
doubtedly make a confiderable alteration in my 
affairs, and I am now in the utmoft fufpenfe, 
yet dread to know the reafon of his journey. 
Dear Madam, if you can inform me what I 
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ought to think of it, let me hear from you by 
the next poR. 

With my fincereft refpeds to his lordihip^ 
I am, 

Madam, 

F£LICIA» 



LETTER XVIIL 

Oh ! Madam, 

IH A V E ftrange things to tell you. My 
father arrived this morning, and has thrown 
me into fuch confufion that I am hardly able, 
to write to you. I was looking out of my win- 
dow, bewildered with a mazy crowd of ufe- 
lefs refltfdions, and had ftood for fome time 
without motion, when I was rouz'd from this 
ftupid fituation of mind, by a coach and fix, 
which drove in a cloud of duft at a great rate 
towards our houfe, attended by ^feveral fer- 
vants. Id id not fee them till they were near. 
They alighted at the gate, and almoft in the 
fame moment I lieard my father's voice. For- 
getful of my fears, every care was in an inftant 
fwallow'd up by duty : rny heart glow*d with 

afie£lion. 
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affedion, It is my -father ! it is my father ! 
Icry'd aloud. He h'ftcd up his eyes and faw 
me, when ftardng from the window, I ran. 
down .ftairs with ^tbe^utmoft cagcrnefs to em-; 
brace him. ^ I mcthiqi in the hall. 1 1 &cw. 
into his arms, when turning from n^e to avoid, 
W embrace^ he defir'd me coldly to walk in;, 
but at the fame time gave a figh,^ and fixedup- 
on me a look, which difcovcrcd how much he 
iufFcred by jhis reftraiat. Ah, Madam f you. 
can't conceive what a flibck this bchavioarj 
gave me. I burft into tears, and went imo« 
the parlour, follow'd by Amelia. / 

Tell ipe, my dcar.coufm, laid I, asfoon 
aal could fpeak, tell me wlwt Ilball do. How- 
ipuift Ifupfort my father's anger? Do you- 
think npw» J deferve to be treated in this- 
manner ?— I can't bear to think of offend- 
ing him. I know it is ha):d for him to^fe me 
unkindly. ■ But fure he has no caufe 

to give me fuch a cold reception. — — ». He 
has heard of my loving Lucius ; but is that 
fuch a crime ?— * Alas ! I niuft be unhappy, and 
I^ucius mufl be fo too ! * < 

I WAS interrupted in this bitter complaint 
which was intermingled with fighs and tears^ 
by hearing my father at the door, who entered 
the room j uft as Amelia was going to endeavour 
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to comfort me. She fat near me, with her 
looks iix'd upon mine ; he faw us both in a 
moTiJig fituation, and when we lifted up our 
eyes to his, the mutual tears that for a moment 
almoft ftopp'd our -figbt, trickled down our 
cheeks, and feem'd. to make a ftrong impref* 
fion on his counlenance. When turning to 
my aunt who flood behind him at the door, he 
told her, he defired to be a few minutes alone 
with me. At this, Amelia arofe, and after 
pieffing my hand with the utmoft tenderneft,^ 
letir'd with my suint. 

My latljier, as if he knew not bow to be^ \ 
have, and perhaps wanting time to compoie 
his mind, in older to treat me with a flernneft 
foitable to the fubjed of his complaint, and 
which I dare fay, he had need of all h« refo- 
lution to fupport, took a few turns about the 
room, with the appearance of the utmc^ dtf- 
order ; but at laft growing morecompofed, he 
faftened the door and feated himfelf by me> 
giving me a fix'd look, which had a mixture of 
anger and fenfibility, while I held down my 
head) drowned in tears, and almofTftified with 
my figh^ ; and indeed I Was fo intimidated by 
his prefcnce, that I hardly durft lift up a glance 
to obferve his countenance Mv heart ached 
in the mofl painful manner, and feem'd to 

flruggle 
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ftru^c to vent its complaints. . At laft feem- 
ing to recolle£l himfelfy Felicia, it is with 
fliame, iaid be, in a grave tone, that I fee yoi* 
the difgiace of my family. Foolilb girl ! what 
could induce you to forfeit your honour ? Mf 
fi>ndneis made me flatter myfelf with abundance 
of pleaflng hopes. I have oonfidered jou as 
my only child, as the pidure of your dear mo* 
ther, and you muft have been fenfiUe that my 
whole happinefs was bound up in yours; What 
then, ungipateful creature, could induce you to . 
throw off my authority, and to futkx yourfetf 
to be feduced by an artful defigning villain. 
Alas ! is this the fruits of that virtue, and good- 
lenfe, in which I have prided my&if ? Is this 
the efieds of that delicacy and innocent wit, in 
which I weakly fancied that you refembled your 
dear mother i This the reward of all my ten- 
der cares and pleafing hopes ? But you (halj 
know that a £uher's refentment is to be feared. 
It is flill in my power to punifh you. - 

And I afTure you, the rafcal that has corrupted 
your innocence, and made me^n unhappy pa« 
tent^ (ball feel the effe£b of my rage. 
^ How was it pofllble^ Madam, for me to 
fupport fuch reproaches from a father, whom 
I had never injured even in thought ? To hear 
Lucius, my dear Lucius, reproached in 
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the coarfeft epithets ! to hear him charged with 
leducing me I to be thought ungrateful ! to be 
regarded as a monfter, who had no fenfe of 
honour and duty ! my heart rofe with indigna- 
tion. ——»««*• I could not bear tbefe unjuft re- 
flediont. ' ■ But in the fame moment ob- 
ferving the agitations of my father's counte- 
nance, and refleding upon what he now fufFer- 
ed for me, I diflblved in affedion, and with a 
precipitauon, infpired by a fudden impulfe of 
ibul, threw myfcif at his feet* Hear me. Sir, 
J^ear. me^ crfd I, (with a refolution inspired 
by my innocence ; while my eagernefs to vin- 
dicate myfelf, filled me with an impatience 
that made me inftantly lofe fight of all that dif- 
fidence and reftraint which had before kept me 
^lent) let me know of what I am acculed — 
In what refped have I forfeited my honour? 
■ How have I emended you ? > Tell 

me, dear father, — — tell me in what in- 
ftance I have abufed your goodnefs ■ ■. ■« 
Can you afk me that queftion ? return'd he 
in an inexorable tone i % JBavc I not fuf- 

ficient reafon to be offended ? ■■ There, 

read that, cry'd he, and blufh to think, that 
you dare prefume to impofe upon me by an 
air of innocence ; I know the world too well 
to fuffer myfcif to be deceived by tbefe artifices. 

You 
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You will there find, that however fecrctly you 
have tnans^ed your intrigues, I have been but 
too well acquainted with them. 

Here throwing me a letter and arifing ha* 
fiily, be walked to the door with an air that 
(h«w'd him not in the leaft foften'd at thefioi'* 
plicity of my behaviour ; when flopping (hort^ 
as if blaming himfelf for leaving me on the 
floor, he returned with equal fpeed to help me 
up« But I arofe before he came to me. When 
fnatching up the letter, I thought, Sir, cry'd I 
in a refolute tone, that I fbould never be fo un- 
happy as to be refufed to be heard by my fa* 
ther I but however unkindly you are now plea«> 
fed to treat me, it (hall never make me forget 
my duty. At this I opened the letter, and ho 
went out of the room.. In a few minutes I 
no longer wondered at his treatment; mfk^ 
whole refentment was levelled at the wicked 
author of thofe malicious lines.; and I could not 
help acquitting my father, and thinking my 
condu^ highly reafonably, on a fuppofitioa 
that he believed thofe vile afperfions. You, 
yourfelf, Madam, {hall fee the letter, that you. 
may judge how grofly I have been abufed^ and 
i now tranfcribe it with the utmoft exa£);ne&* . 
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" SlE 

•* np HO i am intyrly unnown to you my rc- 
** gard for your onner makes me lay before 

** you an afare in wich you are partikularly 
** confarnd tho i muft confeis i have a uaft 
^^ deal of reluktans at communikatin the fe« 
*' cret intreges of mifs felifia for worn 1 haue a 
'* giate afl&cfhon but you will no all fooner or 
•• latter i am ucry forry to tell you that un- 
** nown to her aunt fhe kepes company with 
*^ a yung gentleman of little fortin wen com- 
*^ pard with hers but it wud give you too much 
*< con^m to fay that her u^rty b intirely loft 
^ i hope it is not quite fo bad yet howiuar be 
*' has don her a ft ill grater ingury by komiptin 
^^ her mynd god nos nothin but my regard for 
*^ her cud make me fend you this afliktive neus 
*• eucry word of wich I aftiur you upon my 
•• onner is ftrikly treu i wud aduife you to fend 
^* for her up to t6un as priuafly as pofible her 
•* ant loves her as euery body dus that nos her 
^ and it wud be a fad aflikflion'to the gud lady 
•* to find that flbe (hud behave fo badly while 
.^^ under her care and as this wud be a confarn 
•^ that cud do her no gud it wud be better not 
** to let her no it i have won more thing to ad 
^^ and that is that however gilty you find her 

•* you 
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" you wud trctc her gently this my affckflion 
** for her makes me beg of you remember (be 
*^ is your child fo concluds 

Tour anifelifias 

Jincert tho unnownfrimd. 

'^ P. S. the yung mans fiither is a doua 
** rite lybertin and not wurth a grautt 

I AM fure, Madam, your generous concern 
for m/ happinefs makes you now feel much 
the fame rifings of indignation at reading the 
vile infinuations of this ridiculous letter that I 
did, and therefore I need not particularly de- 
scribe the various pangs of working antipathy 
it occafioned in my bofom. What grofs, what 
infamous reflections! But a heart filled witb 
confcious innocence, is the beft fupport againft 
'flander. What Bttlc reafon have we to boaft 
of the fuperior advant^es of education, when 
perfons of the meaneft attainments can deftroy 
our peace, and make fuch bitter inroads on 
our happinefs ! ThefVupidity and ill-fpelling of 
the letter, I was fenfible could not give my fa- 
ther the leaft reafon to fufpe£l the fincerity of 
the writer, fincc a perfen of the meaneftfenfe 
and moft illiberal education, is equally as good 
a judge of fofts, as thofe who arc poflcffcd of 

the 
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the moft amiable accompIKhments. And in- 
deed, fo £ir from this being an objeAion, it 
mu A appear to him as a circumftance that con* 
firmed the hateful infinuations it contained, 
fince he would naturally fuppofe, thafa perfon 
who speared fo much beneath me, could have 
no very particular acquaintance with me, and 
confequently could have no iritereft in view in 
attempting to deceive him. Thefe were Tome 
of the firft reflections I made on this part of my 
misfortunes. But who is the writer ? faid I to 
myfelf ? this I am particularly interefted to 
know, fince it is of the greateft importance to* 
wards clearing my injured innocence, and re- 
gaining my father's efieem. At this I iixM my 
eyes again upon the letter, and fancied it was a 

Vvoman's hand, while the falfe orthography 
convinced me that my conjedure was well 

founded. But then who had I offended f 
There are none, faid I, that I have feen here 
that I dare fix fuch a bafe fufpicion upon ; be* 
fides, could malice alone feek to ruin me with- 
out fome deep laid fcheme of rankling felfifli- 
ne(s? But whofe happinefs do I oppofe? I 
know nobody to whofe felicity I would not con- 
tribute. What muft I think? How can I 
clear myfelf, without being able to find out the 
wicked author of this heavy misfortune? 

Thus, 
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Thus, Madam, Ireafon'd then, and thu^I* 
rcafon ftill, while every reflexion, inftead of 
giving mc the leaft light into this dark affair, 
wraps it in a ftiU deeper obfcurity. But alas ! ' 
had the whcle been as great a fiaUhood as that 
part wjiich charges the virtuous Lucius and me' 
with guilt, I (hould have lefs to fear. My 
aunt is ignorant of our tender paffion ; I have 
feen him without her knowledge ; encouraged 
his addreiTes without my father's permiffion ; 
and' ftill love that worthy fon of an unworthy ' 
father; the amiable fon of an abandoned libei^ 
tine. How can I confefs this without making 
him fafpeA that the perfon to whom he owe^ 
this information, is too well acqutKilted with my 
weaknefs to be miftaken in the leaft particular. 
The truth of one circumftance will give credit 
to the reft, and give all too great an air o^ 
truth, while my father's opinion that Liicius is 
the author of my ruin, will root fo deep a pre- 
judice againft hio), that he will be deaf to all 
that cao be faid In lib favour^ and hardly ever ' 
be brought to hear hinr^ vindicated with pa- 
tience. 

Ai'X' thefe reflections paiTed thro' niy mind 
with the utmoft precipitation $ for impatient 
to find fiamethingtofix upon, that might lead 
line out ft this labyrinth) and teach me how to 

calm 
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calm my father^s anger, I in an inftant colled' 
ed every fcattered thought, and (ought all 
around me for fome pleating friendly hope on 
which I might Aipport my fpirits, ready to 
fink under my father's difpleafure : but my (bul 
could glance its eye upon no comfort except 
my innocence ; and as often as that""occurred 
tQ mf mind, there beam'd through it a ray of 
peace, which preferved me from finking under 
this heavy load of difficulties. Amidft tbefe va* 
rious agitations, my thoughts frequently le* 
turn'd to my father, to the almoft infinite in- 
fiances I have received of his goodnefsi. In« 
tendering thoughts ! delightful ideas ! though 
now attended with bitternefi. — A footbing bit- 
ternefstbat melted my foul, and filled my eyes 
again with frefli flowing tears. But here again, 
my innocence, fweeteft comfort of the diftrefl ! 
returned again, and made me refle£l that I 
was fiiU as worthy of bis indulgent regards as 
ever. Happy, delightful thought I O vir- 
tue ! thou noblefl fource of fortitude, thou 
fweeteft fupport of the human mind, 4iow un* 
fpeakable is thy value, and how much more 
than wretched is the mind that wants thy 
aids ! 

Employ'b 
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. Employ'p in thismanner, I fpent a confi- 
derable time alone in the parlour, expelling 
every moment my father's return ; for which, 
however, I was not yet prepared ; when at laft 
afervant came to tell me that dinner was upon 
table. 1 had hitherto been too deeply engaged 
to think of dining, and was therefore unpro- 
vided with an excufe to prevent it, tho' in the 
fituation I was in, it was natural to feel a great 
deal of reluctance againft fitting at the faoie ta- 
ble with my father ; and befides, the emotions I 
had fufFered had intirely taken away my appe- 
tite. My mind, yet too difturb'd for com- 
pany, made me look upon follitude as a 
relief, I therefore fent word that I was indif- 
pofed, and defired^to be excufed ; but the next 
moment, confidering that it would appear very 
Angular to the family, and perhaps fet the fcr- 
vants upon fearching for the reafon of my be- 
haviour, if I done fhould be abfent from the 
table at my father's coming ; and that nothing 
could appear to them fuiEcient to excufe my 
refufal, I hadiiy wip'd* my eyes, and arming 
myfelf with all the courage I could colled, 
made hafle into the dining-room, in order to 
overtake the fervant before he had delivered his 
meflfage. 

I 
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I TOOK my feat with the reft, with an air 
as calm as poffible, the' it is not to be fuppofed 
that my countenance could be entirely divefied 
of every trace of uneafinefs. My father had his 
eyes continually fixed upon me with an ear- 
neftnefs that alternately exprefied his anger 
and pity, while I endeavoured to . fupport his 
looks with an eafy humble confidence. My 
aunt and Amelia regarded us both with a filent 
kind of admiration i and I dare fay^ there ne- 
ver was an elegant entertainment pafied over 
with fewer words. As foon as the deiert was 
taken away, (drank my duty to my father : 
this was the firft fyllable that I liad fpoken ; 
and though I had not eat a mouthful, neither 
my aunt nor coufm had preflcd me to it. They 
faw my diforder, and did not queilion my ha- 
ving caufe for uneafinefs, fince my father ap- 
peared not more at eafe than I. I drank, I 
fay, my duty to my father ; but my heart was 
too full to fufFer me to fpeak it plainly % thefe 
words trembled on my quivering lips; for my 
heart fo ftrongly felt the force of duty, that it 
would fpeak it too : it ftruggled to fpeak it, my 
foftnefs would not be reftrained, a gufli of filial 
piety itarted into my eyes, and the moment I 
lifted up my band, hardly knowing what I did, 
the tears fiarted and fell into the giafs. I then 

fet 
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let it down untouch'd, and looking at my 
aunt, while the riflng fwell again almoft in- 
tercepted, my fight. You wonder. Madam, 
cried I, at the manner in which I welcome my ' 
father ' Here (he interrupted me, by 

ordering the fervant that was in waiting to re- 
tire ; and he being gone I continued ; And is it 
not a thing to be wondered at ? I have not feen 

my father before thefe fix months that 

dear father, whofc tendernefs for me has been 
too great to be expreis'd : but alas ! his mind 
is tainted with the fouled fufpicions. O help . 
me to vindicate my honour, and to find out 
the monArous author of thefe infamous lyes ! 
I am fure he will be gUd to find me innocent [ 
■ I know he will ! 

H£R£ I threw the letter upon the table, 
and unable to jretain any longer the impetuous 
glut of forrow that now arofe too high to be 
concealed, 'I drew out my handkerchief, and 
hanging down my head, gave free fcope to 
my tears ; my grief would not now admit of 
reftraint, I therefore neither flifled my fighs, 
nor groans j I fobb'd aloud, and every one in 
the company bore a part in this melancholy en* 
tertainment; they all fympathized with me, 
and wept without referve ; even my father 
could not help joining v^ith the reft -, I lifted 

L up 
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lup my eyes, fwimmmg in tears, and faw fome 
4>ig drops roll down his awful face, when ari- 
fing baftily^ as if he feared being ibftened too 
much to be able to retain his rigour, or dread- 
ing that be (hould iofe his judgment in his af- 
fe£tion, went out of the room with a counte- 
-nance that exprefe'd more tendernels than 
aufterity. 

As foon as he was -gone, my aunt, taking me 
by the hand, and laying down the letter ; I have 
been much furprifed, faid fhe, wiping her eyes, 
at my brother's behaviour, and have in vain en- 
deavoured to find out the caufe of it. He would 
give me no reafon for treating you as he has 
done ; but you have difcovered the mydery* 
He has been informed of your paffion for Lucius-: 
and don't you really love him? I have for fome 
time fufpei^ed it. Come, my dear^ be fincere; 
there is nocrjme in loving a man of his cha- 
jrader. You need not tell me, that you are 
innocent ofvwhat is here laid to your charge.— 
I am fatisfied that you are fo, and have too good 
an opinion of you both, to entertain the leaft 
fufpicion injurious to his honour or youn. You 
are both virtuous, and both yvorthy of ^ my 
brother's efteem. Ah ! Madam, cried I, 
with a refolution infpired by my grie^ will 
3pu forgive my injuring ypur goodnefs by con- 

cesjing 
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tealing it from you ? this is kind indeed. I 

do love him — tenderly love him love him 

even more than myfelf ; — but indeed, Madam, 
our mutual paifion has been always regulated 
by the ftrifteft virtue ) " ■ it is an inno- 

cent pallion, and I aflTure you, ^hat he loves 
me too well to propofe any ftep that would dif- 
oblige my father ; nor would be, great as his 
love is, accept of my hand without his confent, 
who alone has a right to difpofe of me. This 
1 know to be true ; he has told me fo himfelf, 
while I have rejoiced in his virtue, and confi- 
<}ered it as a moft convincing infiance of the 
pdrity and fubiimity of his foul. 

I DON*T queftion it, my dear, returned (he, 
preffing my hand, but who is the author of 
this malicious letter ? I (hould be glad to be 
ijlform'd of that ; but Lucitis may poffibly be 
able to give us fome light ; I will write to him 
to-night, and indofe this in it ; meanwhile I 
wilt take upon me to clear up your virtue, and 
to give my brother better fentiments of this 
amiable young man^-— But it is fit he (hould 
appear himfelf; let him be his own. advocate,. 
he will plead the caufe of his own heart with 
prevailing eloquence. Dear Madam, cried I, 
embracing her, is it poiSble that you can be fo 
very good? Do you indeed think we Ihall be 

L 2 able 
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able to remove the invidious impreffions XhzX 
have been made upon my father's mind ? O 
bow happy {ball I think my felf if I can but 
regain his affe^iion ; for the uneafinefs he fuf- 
fers on my account is more painful to me than 
all the efFe<^s of his difpleafure. Mj aunt em- 
braced me in her turn> and endeavoured to 
recover my fpirits by her carefles. And in 
ihort, having called for a pen and ink, wrote 
in the following terms to my dear Lucius. 

"Sill, 

*' TTJ Ymy brother's arrivri this morning I 

" X) ^^^ ^^^^ y"^" ^"^ Felicia have been 
<^ much injured i but to remove the pain this 
•^ news may give you, I offer my bcft endca- 
** vours to undeceive him ; nor ffiall my ut- 
♦* moft efforts be wanting to do you juftice; 
•* by. convincing him that you have a mind 

^<^ that fcorns to be guilty of what is laid to 
<' your charge in the inclofed libel. Let it 
** be your care to find out the wicked author, 

-^^^ and let us ice you as foon as poffible. * 

Tours^ &c. 
THisr 
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This note, I fay, was wrote in the wrapper, 
fealed up^ and fent away by afcrvant who had 
orders to deliver it into his own hand. You 
fee now, Madam, thefituationof my affairs ; I 
am upon a crifis which muft determine my 
future happinefs or mifcry. 'Tis true, the 
fatisfadlion I have receiv'd from my aunt's 
goodnefs is too great to be expreiTed ; (he has 
given me hopes, which countcr-bakncc my 
fears: and in the midftofalimy uneafmefs, 
my gratitude and afFedion for her has fome 
charms, fome engaging fweets, which will 
make themfclves felt. But yet, while my 
father is fo offended, I muft have a claim to 
your pity ; and therefore, with the greatcft 
propriety, fubfcribe my felf, 

YoiXR Ladyship's 

Mo/i unhappy FrhnJj 

Felicia. 
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LETTER XIX. 

BY the laft poft, Madam, I gave you an 
account of my father's arrival, and of the 
dreadful turn his prefence made in my affairs; and 

L3 I 



222 Felicia to Charlotte. 

I imagine thatt^ iliM whh t friendly impatiei^cf; 
you long to hear whether I have yet, fo far via- 
dfcated my honour, as to retoverhis efteem, or 
whether lam ftill cpprtfs'd withtheiaoieunedr 
nefslthen laboured under; I will therefote make 
hafte to gratify your curiofity, and repeat my 
letters, without waiting the return of the 
poft for ananfwer; but did you but know 
how much I need your advice and confolation^ 
you would be as expeditious in writing as 
lam* 

My dear affiiSed father I told you, unable 
to withftand his natural afiedion, and xefblv- 
ing to be guided only by the cool di£btes of 
his judgment, was conftrained, in order to 
keep a maftery over his paffions, to retire for 
ibme time, to coUefl bis fpirits ; while I took 
advantage of his abfence to write you my laft 
melancholly epiftle, wMch took me up the 
whole afternoon; having tranfcribM the ridi<« 
culoua letter I fent you a copy of» while mj 
aunt was writing to Lucius. 

In the evening, this goodiady had the pre- 
caution to order the fervants not to enter the 
room, left they (hould be a witneia of any ex«* 
preiSons, that might (hock my delicacy for 
them to hear. A behaviour that (bew'd at 
cnc€ her prudence,^ and regard for my repu- 

tatiofk 



Felicia to Charlotte. 225 

tation. Even at fupper, a dumb-waiter f(ip-^ 
plied the place of an attendant, fo that we were 
entirely at liberty to enter, without reftraint^ 
upon the injuftice of my Other's fufpictons;^ 
nor could my aunt let flip this firft opportunity 
of aiTuring him» that, notwithftanding the 
^ulicious letter which had given him fo much 
uneafine/s, (be fliil retained the highefl opinion 
ef my virtue and difcretion. But to dear Feli^ 
cia's innocence, faid flhe, itisnecefiarythatwe 
(hould try to .find out the wicked writer ; but aa^ 
this will probably require time, you muft endea- 
vour meanwhile to dtveft yourfelf of prejudices^ 
which may prevent your difcovering thetruthr 
It is not whether my niece has placed her affec- 
tions upon a perfon of a fortune femetbing io* 
ferior to her's^ that we are now to enquire 
after, but whether it is upon an unworthy ob- 
jefi ; whether £be has violated her regard for 
virtue; behaved, in any inftance, inconfiftent 
with a decent modefty ; or had any thoughts 
of difpofing of hcifelf without yovr confent ? 
In fliort, it is your Felicia 'is. honour and duty 
we are to vindicate ; and I don't doubt but we 
fliall be able to do it,^^ to the fatisfaflion of any 
difmterefled perfon. What thep, returned 
he, would you infinuate, that there is nqf^ 
ortme. in (placing her afFe£Uons upon a man 

L ^ beneath^ 
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beneath her ? — — . « wcry prettj^ry jtinfy f 
If flic has no more r^ard for my auth^ity 
than privately to favour the addrefies of a 
worthkfs fellow, what ought I to think of iier i 
h this any mftance either of her duty, or 
modefty ? — — — No, no, I am not fit to1)e 
confulted ■ the M fool her &ther would 

be too fcrupalous i he would perhaps confult 
his daughter's honour to the prejudice of her 
inclinations ; and it would be time enough ta 
fcek hb confenty when it will be of no fervice 
to him to refufe it* Severe as thefe words 
were, the manner of his uttering them added 
a double iharpnefs: they touched me in a 
tender part, and penetrated my very fovL 
What could I do then bttt burft huo tears— ' 
into bitter tears, that arofe from an agony too 
painful to be endured. Thefe were all the an* 
fwer that I could make him ; only as I arofe 
to go to bed, I fobbed out : Indeed, Sir, your 
fufpicions go to my very heart ; but it is my 
fatisfadlion that I don't deferve th^m. Indeed 
I have never injurM you, even in thought. 

You will readily believe that I was now too 
much indifpofed to tafte the rcfrelhing fweets 
of fleep. I was no fooner laid down than I be* 
gan to give way to a whole croud of painful 
rcfledions. I confidered my felf as the moft 

unhappy 
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unSappy creatttre^ t^ort ^artfr; and 'as wort RJ^' 
of the; pity of tte mejltteftpeafartt. My 'fa*^ 
ther, fatd I to myfelf, teoks uport me with 
fhaoxe ! my dear, my tender fathei* hardens 
his heart agatnft me! 1 have loft his efleem— 
loft his afSwSion * t " " Had I facrificed my 
palfion for Luckis fo him, I mfght have made 
^ merit of my obedience, and the pleafu)*e^ he 
would. have received from the rcficdlion of 
my duty, would haVe been fome recompenee 
for the violence I ftiould have done my felf. 
But I have now loft both my father and my 
lover. What a ftiock to nature ! what a vio- 
lence to love ! Like a wretch the moft dtfo- 
late and forlorn, I find myfelf deprived of every 
comfort ■ ' ' of every comfort except my in- 
nocence— What agroup of miferies has this 
day produced! when filled with joy at my fa* 
thcr's prefence, while nature, flruggling in my 
bofom, made me fly to his arm?, longing' to 
embrace him, and eager to welcome him upon 
his arrival, to turn away from me with difJain, 
to treat me as a guilty criminal, as the difgrace 
ef his family! Oh my heart! how have I been 
able to fuftain the fliock ! what >wo«1d' I li ot 
give to find out the authoi* of alF my trouWcs'f 
Oh! my dear Lucius r didft thou but knovtf 
the- agony, ^thc diftraiftfoh of^my foul at this 

L.5 ^moment J. 
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moment, how nearly would thy de^air re-^ 
fcmble mine \ alas ! thou, wilt know it 

too foon — I (hall never be thine ! I muft bid 
adieu to all m/ pleafingprofpe^b-of happinefs ;: 
they are vanifhed, and I (hall be mifera- 
Ue i O my God ! pity my diftrefs, and 

Yindicate the caufe of my injur'd' innocence t 
Thou art ftill my fuend ; and 'to thee I can 
appeal as a wknefs of the purity of my paffion, 
of the fmcerity of my duty, and the inte^ 
grily of my heart — I muft,. I will confide ia 
thy goodncfo— — 

In refledlons like thefe I fpent the greateft 
part of the nighty while deep feem'd to fly 
from my heavy eye- lids, parch'd up and drairuid 
of every tear ; nor was it 'till my ufual time 
of rifing, that, compos^'d a little by fome piout 
thoughts, I fell into aflumber^ in which I con- 
tinued 'till noon^ I then arofe, extremely in- 
difpofed with a violent pain in my head ; when 
Amelia, thinking the air, which then blowM 
with a pleafing fre(hnefs, might give me Ibme 
relief, engaged me to take a turn in the fields* 
But i (hall omit the conver(atio» which pafs'd 
l>et5ii^n us, which kideed was as gloomy 
cs pofllble* The thoughts of her own happi« 
nefs, fo furcere is her affe&ion, could not pre- 
^tm, her bearing lui engaging pari ia mj 
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affii^ions^ and tho' the'day is^ftii'i for fecr" 
union with Mellifont, flie feem'd to fympa- 
tfaffe in my griefs- with asreala forrow as if 
her heaft likewife was devoid of all joy. 

Upon my return I found my felf much 
more dtfordered than when I went out, and 
therefore, by my aunt^s advice, had a light 
dinner provided foi^ me, and brought into my 
chamber, where I din'd with Amelia, and 
Azt being over, was perfuaded to tryiffleep^ 
would give me any relief y atid indeed, after 
9X1 hour's repofe, found the pain in^ny head 
much abated. I then went downftairs, and 
enquiring for my aunt, was told, that (he- 
was in the parlour with' my father ^nd Pru- 
dtUa, who had juft come to pay us a vi(it«. 
I hefitated at firft to confider whether I fliould , 
Jwn them or not; but confidering that to» 
avoid my father's prefence would only encreafe 
his opinion of my guilt, I refolved, in fpite 
ef my reluctance, to bear a part in the coi>^ 
verfation, or at lead to make one of the com« 
pany. 

As foofl as I entered the parlour, I could not 
help taking notice of Prudilla's extraordinary 
compiaifance, which was the more remarica- 
ble, as (he had lately treated me, whenever I 
chanced to fee her, with a^feierved coldnefs, 

L ^ that 
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that made mf ./i^ncy I had- offend^ hei; b^ | 
now (he opprefled a^ .w'Ub her c^reflT^, and 
feem'd .to ^ftrive to outdo heif«}f by dM oficefs* 
of her compUifance, Mydeac^ faidflae, after* 
enquiring my faeaUh) lam extremely forty to 
fee you fo much ^u4of order* Riealiy you arei 
more indifpofed than yixi are willing, to ^iiidc 
your ielf* I am afraid our <:ou«ir3r stir 
don't agree witb you. > Don't yoi* tbmfc £> 
txx> my dear ? I think you feel a little fevenlh ;.- 
God fofbidarelapCb! You aie not yet reco"^ 
Tered of a fevc^, that had like to bare prov'd 
mortal* Ithankyoi;^ Madam, feryi^arcan-*.* 
cern for my heakh, returned I^ but indeed X 
have no apf reheiafions of.(bat kind. . &/iine i»^ \ 
unlyaflight indifpofition. A pain in my head 
and lownafs of fpirits, which I hope will (boa i 
be removed : I am pretty fubje£k to the& difW 
orders* You haye^ I think, a very delicaier 
conftitution, ihe replied, but evei^ that. is .a* 
grea,t.n»£(Cy,. when it has fuch a happy efFe^ 
as Lobferv^ it, to have in ypu*. Foc^a perfon fo 
young to hav^ a mind fix'd upon a better 
world ! to give fucb ea^ly proofs o£ your beingp 
one of the eJedt ! — Really^ Sir, continued fbe, 
you. are a very happy man in being Uefe'd wiih.. 
a daughter who has fo much^ grace and piety,. 
X.\^j bp^y , bere ^e charmed with her behn»^ 

vii)ur^ 
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YfeWy Jliid I ddfl't -thirtl^thet^ is a perfon living,! 
that'Cat^give hdr anifU'word. i^^t 

My father here Jhoolthts head, and gave ^^ 
figfa^and at the fame time fmiVd with an air chat 
ieem'd to thank her for hej^giood ofrinion of me/ 
My- aunt fmiL'd too, but with thid-difierence,- 
that her looks did not exprefsf the leaft degree 
of gratkudi ; for the fmile which in my father's 
countenance difcovered a fecret pleafure, im-^ 
prefled only upon her's a fatyrical caft. She 
knew Prudilla ; my father was entirely igno^ 
not of herchara£ier<^ and>tho''{be^cotttd hot^, 
as ihe afterwards told me^ dive into her-mo^' 
five for giving me fuch deVout panegyrtcs,- 
yet (he could not help thinkihe there muft be 
femething at the bottom of all- this that (he 
ought ix> difisover. Sh^*(bruggM up herflioul- 
ders with an air of ^iflmft, her eyes- ran^-ovef 
each of our feces, as if (he fought to know, by 
the traceS'(he found th«<€, whether our thoughts, 
were conformable - to her own« Meanwhile 
Amelia,, who fat next me, jogg'd me with hei^ 
eibow, and. looking in my face, bk her lips, 
and fcemM to lay* . Obferve— what cgregiimj 
flattery f. 

I AM glad, faid my father, after si momentV 
kefltation,, to bear ib good an account oi 
daughter. f but tke.opii»one of oor friendt 
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are aot always the moft juft ; ^tutfnt Uuid'to 
our fiubles, and thofe few perfedioiu we havey 
they arc (bcompiaifanc as to magnify much above 
the truth. But did jiou^ never, Madam, continued 
he> hear the leaii refle&ioa upon Felicia's charac- 
ter? N09 Sif^ upon my word, aot a fyllabtet 
I aflure you, faid 0ie^ with the utmoft ear- 
neftnefs^ there is not a pcrfon living tfaatf caa 
give her an ill word. She is fo OHich beloved,, 
that if the confideration of her health, or any 
•ther rea£m fhoukl engage you to take heir 
with you to town, every body that knows her 
would be extremely affii^ed. But if her health 
makes it necefiary, it wotJd be an injury to 
her to defire her ftay $ however, we ihould be- 
extremely for^y to lofe her agreeable edifying, 
company. I don't doubt it returned my aunt^ 
but do you ulk. of removing her from the 
fragrant breezes of the country to the fmoak. 
of London, for the fake of her health ? the 
do£brs are here all againft you ;. in my opi- 
nion Felicia is much better where (he is» Nay^. 
rejoin'd my father, I have i>o objefibn to th& 
place. Tbi3 houle ftands in. a very delightfuL 
fituation ; and the bloom upon Amelia's coun« 
tenance is to me a fufficient proof of the parity 
^ the air. I (hall not difpute that point with 
you« returned Prudilla, all cooftitutiona, yoc^ 
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knowy. aie cot alike, and for mj part, I an^ 
fo much convinced that London^ would agree 
better with Felicia, that I <2ould oonient to 
lofe her company, for the advantage (be would 
receive from it^ in ixooyeriflg a more perfed 
date of health.. Don't you thinkr Felicia, 
£iid fhe,^ in a^fawniag Ipnf, I OkmiM make z, 
cipnfiderahle (acrifice in foregoing the pieafure 
ef your cosverfatLon, purely for your advan* 
tage f But my good friends here don't (eeth to 
be of my opinion ; what do you t)uok of it ? 
you are the beft judge ; were you not ftronger, 
more brifk and lively when you lived in town 
than you have been iince i I think I heard you 
&y you were. No, Madam, I never faid 
any fucfa thing, replied I," in a peeviih tone,, 
(furprifed at what could be the Feafon of her 
defiring my return to London.) Did not you ? 
Z really thought you did, ittutned flie again,. 
lam glad to find I was miftaken ;^ for indeed, I 
deiire nothing more than to be bkfsM with 
the continuance of your improving converfa- 
tion. I was fa^ng t'other day, to a certain lady 
of my acquaintance, that it would be a great 
misfortune to us all to lofe you ; for pofitiveiy, 
faid I, a young lady . of fuch a holy and vir« 
taous life is very hard to be met with. She 
was of my opinion^ and tho' I don't love to 
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praife people to tbdr faces, I can't help faying} 
that we tatk'd I don't know how long oir your 

piety. 

But I weary both you, Madcm, and my* 
feK, with relating tattle' of no confeqtience. 
Hitherto every thing went on fmootMy. Pru-' 
dilla had attempted* to perfuade my father to^ 
take me with him to town ; but for what rea*^ 
fon I could not then imagine ; her arguments 
however, proved unfuccefsful j when feeing 
me difcover fome marks of uneafinefi, fiie tried* 
again to cajole me with the moft ridiculous 
kind of flattery, which was the lefi infup- 
portable, as it employed my father's thoughts, 
and prevented him from entering upon a more 
painful fubje£^. Ak^ this while every thing had* 
the airof myftery; but her dark dcfigns were 
foon to be laid open^ when the very ~ praifes 
(he fo liberally bcftowed upon me were to turn 
to her own confufion. I ihould have told you 
that the fervant I mentioned in my laft, to 
have been font to Lucius,, with orders to deli- 
ver the letter, which has been the caufe of all 
my fufterings, into his own hand, returned 
without an anfwer, be not being at home ; he 
was therefore fent again yefterday at noon,, 
and returning about t.irce hours after, my aunt 
was^ calTdout to fpeak to him, juft at the time 

wheft 



FfticxA TO Charlotte, a jj 

when Prudflia wa^ih t&e midft of her devoutly 
fuUjCTine psmvgyricf, in which I'let her proceed 
without interruption. My aunt's ftay was 
very (hort, for (he returned a few minutes 
after (he left us, with a countenance inflamed 
with ajiger ; her eyes fparkled with refent- 
ment, and every gefture exprefs'd a rage too 
violent to be reftrain'd $ when fitting down for 
a few minutes^ to recover herfelf, ihe perufed 
8 letter (he had in her hand, while we all kept 
iilence» and, big with expedlation, feem'd to 
wait for the diicovery of fome important iecret. 
For my part, I knew not what to think ; I 
was unacquainted with the fervant's being fent 
this laft time to Lucius, for he was difpatcfaed 
to him, while I was in my chamber. 'Tis 
true, as I had nothing to reproach my felf with^. 
I had no reafon to fear my aunt's reproaches ;* 
but yet, as I had already been greatly injured, 
1 could not help dreading fome further prac* 
tices againft me ; I therefore obferved her be« 
haviour, in order to anticipate a difcovery, in 
which I did not doubt my being concefned ; 
but I had not watched her a minute, before I 
guefs'd the whole, and thought myfelf able to 
difcover the caufe of thofe ftrong emotions 
which agitated her generous fouL She frowned,, 
fhe bit her Hps, the call a fcornful glance at 

Prudilla,, 
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PrudiUa, that expreflcd* both her anger and fuF- 
prize I and then with a look of difguft, con- 
tinued reading for half a minute longer ; when^ 
as if unable to proceed^ (he repeated the fame 
marks of averfion and aflonifhment : at laft» 
laying the letter upon the table, and look- 
kig atPrudilla, Did you, ever hear, Madam^ 
faid (be, the lead jcefie^tion upon Felicia's char 
rzStcti Did you ever hear her virtue, her 
prudence^ or her reputation called in q^eftion I 
N o, tt o, Madam y returned Ihe,. 

with fame confufion ; at the fiune time chac^* 
ing colour, while my aunt riveting her eyes to- 
ber's, feem'd to encreafe her difordcr ; but whf 
do you aik me thatquefiion again ? added (be, 
with a heiitation that (hewM (he was greatiy 
alarmed : you don^t fufped me of of — 

injuring her fo much as to % the contrary t 
You then (incerely believe her to be perfedly 
virtuous, refumed my aunt? Yes^ Madam^. 
indeed I do» faid (be, upon my word I do ^ 
as virtuous as my felf. Here her face, which 
a moment before was covered with a livid 
palenefs, was now all of a flame. Yes, anda^ 
great deal more fo. Madam, replied my aunt, 
or I am much miftaken. What do you. 

mean, Madani? cried Prudilla, riling, and 
cafting a glance at the door, have you a mind 

to 
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to affront me? A great deal more fo! I 

proteft I don't underftand you. A great 

deal more fo ! —-—A great deal more virtuous 

than I am { h this the manner in which* 

you treat your friends ? fomebodyjias 

told you that I have wri t ■ they have 

told youthat- a I have faid fomething 

loMiis FeliciaV prejudice, and you are unwife 
enough to believe them; but k is a lye, Ma- 
c|am, continued (he, raiiing her voice, an ar- 
rant lye I as great a falQiood as ever was in- 
irented. I thought. Madam, you had too good 
an opinion of me to fufpe<% my being guilty o£ 
Aich a thing* But ladies, your fer vant ■ ■ 

your fervant. Sir. I (hall know how to re- 
fent this treatment I ha! mighty pretty ! more 
virtuous than I ! 

Hahe (he flew to the door in a violent rage ;: 
poffibly to avoid any farther explanations: 
w4iile Amelia jogg'd me with her elbow, and 
whifper'd j Did you obferve the word writ ? 
flbe had like to have confefs'd all at once ; (he 
knows the contents of the letter ; and that 
there is no name fubfcrib'd, as well as if ihe 
had read it this moment. O guilt, continued (he, 
(baking her head, what a fool doft thou make 
of us 1 In reply, I only fmil'd, and (hook my 
head loo«-In the mean time^L Prudilla was 

pulling 
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pulling tht lock, while flic found all her en-* 
deavours to open the door prove fruitiefs ; foi^ 
my aunt in coming in, forefeeing thar it would 
be difficult to detain her long enough to con-' 
vince my father of her guilt, had wifely turned 
the key, and put it in her pocket. 

Prudilla was now enraged alnnoflrtoa 
degree of madnefs, and turning about, called 
outaloud^ Open the door, Midam. By what' 
authority do you pretend^ to detain me here ? 
Open the door, I fay, or I'll break it open. She 
here thundered at it with her feet^while mj auii$ 
fmiling cried, in a foft tone ; Come, come, 
Madam, foftly " foftly ■■pray don'^^ 

cxpofe yourfelf to the derifion of my fcrvants. 
Pray, Madam^ be advifed ; this paffion don*t 
become you — — — Indeed it does not 5 it 
would almoft make one fufpeA you of fome- 
tbing very bad.. Dear Madanf), be fo good as to 
fit down ; you muft* not leave us fo foon ; upon 
my word we can't part with you yet. My fiUher'' 
all this while feemed fillM with thegreateftafto-- 
niftiment ; h^appcar*d neither to know how* 
to aft, or what to fay ; however, rcflc<fting^ 
atlaft, perhaps, that my aunt muft have ftnne 
extraordinary ireafon for this change of beha- 
vbur toaperfon, whom a quarter of an hour 

before 
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before (he treated with much politenefs, be 
arofe, and taking Prudillaby the hand, led 
her to her chair ; at the fame time intreating 
her to compofe herfelf. When, feeing it was 
to no purpofe to make any further refidance, 
Ihe peaceably refum'd her feat ; and fixing her 
^yes upon the flooi:, Vt^aited with the utmoft 
uneafinefs for what my aunt had farther to add. 
Her looks were now dejefted and melancholy, 
and it was eafy to fee the reIu<Slance (he felt at 
being obliged, in fpite of herfelf, to hear the 
mortifying things (he had reafon to expcd. » 
What is the matter ? cry*d my aunt, 
feeing her ' feated ; you appear ftrangely 
difconipos'd ; but however, I muft havs 
fome farther difcourfe with you. You have 
been faying abundance of agreeable things 
of my dear niece, for which (he is* un-* 
doubtedly extremely oblig'd to you ; but is (he 
really fo virtuous, pious and difcreet as you 
bavereprefented her ? pray teli us all you know 
of her, (and then putting on her fpeflacles, 
and taking the letter.to my father out of her 
pocket, (he proceeded in a flow, reading tone) 
and don't (hew fuch a vaft deal ofrdu^ianct at 
cpm-fnU'm'Uting tie fe-cret in-triguet of Mifs 
Felicisi. I don't knaw.whiit you. mean, 

Jt Madam^ 
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Madam, replied ihe% You treat me very un» 
worthily : very unlike a gentlewoman. Why 
is not this letter yours? retum'd my aunt. 
No, Madam, {be replied : how (hould it be 
mine ? I fcorn to ufe any body ill, much lefs 
Felicia* *Twas barbarous to fufpe£t me of a 
crime of this nature ; but we are all liable to 
be (landered, Felicia, added fhe, wiping her 
eyes, why don't you take my part ? I have 
often vindicated you on the like occafion. I 
could not bear to hear any body ufe you ill ; 
'Tis cruel then in you to hear me treated fo- 
monftroufly on your account. I humbly thank 
yau, Madam, returned I, tho' I cannot fee 
that you could beput to much pains in vindi- 
cating my reputation, when you have never 
heard, as you fay, the leaft ill word of me. 
This produced a general fmile, only Amelia, 
delighted with the thought of fpeedily feeing 
my innocence cleared up, in the prefence of 
my father, could not forbear indulging the 
ill natured pleafure of encreafing Prudilla's 
confufion, by a triumphant laugh. When my 
aunt refumM, with that iiiperiority in her air, 
which confcious virtue gives us over the mean'^ 
nefs of detefted guilt, Come, come. Madam, 
thefe fubterfugcs and low cvafions ferve only 
to fet your crimes in a more glaring light : 

Nor 
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Nor do I expeA to hear any thing elfc but fuch 
abfurd contradidions, while you endeavour t» 
•clear your felf of thofe bafe and fcandalous ac- 
tions, which it is in my power to prove againft 
you. This letter, this vile, this infamous and 
malicious letter, which equally (hews the aban- 
4on'd charadier and ignorance of the writer, is 

yours; I know it is ; nor will any thing 

you can fay perfuade me to believe the con* 

trary. * Tis your hand a nd it exa£bly 

agrees with another I have here, that difcovers 

, ^ the motive of your a<3ions, and lays open and 
naked the wickednefs and deformity of your 
corrupted Youl. Is it for this you afFedl to 
appear virtuous, to pradiife the Uackeft vices 
vith SL better grace ? to give an innocent mind 
M the diftrefs, and (hame, and ibrrow, which 
only a guilty one, like yours, ought to fufferf 
To eftrange the afFedions of an indulgent pa* 
rent from an only child, the delight of his life^ 
the oh]eSt of his deareft hopes and fondeft 
wiflies ? To throw a damp' over all his pro* 
ipe£ls of joy, by reprefenting her as guilty, as 
,si difgrace and reproach to his name, whom be 
has juftly admirM and lov'd for her virtues. 

- filuCh, Madam, if you have any fenfe of fhame, 
or tbeleaft degree of that extraordinary modefly^ 
40 which you make fuch mighty pretences $ 

blufli 
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blufii, and look into your k\{ with horror. 
O my fta'rs f for one of your years to attempt 
to delude a young man — — — a very young 
man ■ and to attempt to frightert him to a 
compliance with your leud defires, by threat- 
ning to deprive him of his miftrefs ! What 
impudence !■■ ■ ■ And 10 dare to attempt it 
too ! to attempt it by fuch bafe me- 
thods ! But to finifh your £hame, and 
convince my brother, that what I have faid is 
but too truC} ril read this vile letter. 

Here, putting on her fpe£tacles, (he be* 
gan in the ^w tone of a perfon reading a hand 
^Imoft unintelligible. 

Unkind Lucius J 
LF Idejtred to meet pu in the dark iaft nighty 

it was onfy iofave iwf Wf^w.— Ho w modeft this 
was ! interrupted Amelia, while my aunt pro- 
ceeded, come to-mghty and PBrefi^you nothing'^ 

Prudillia had fat all this while in a flupid 
kind of amazement, with a countenance on 
which was painred all the horror, and rage, and 
mortified dejedtion, that guilt and unmask'd hy« 
pocrify could give it* Hertnouth was open, 
«very feature diftorted, and her whole frame 
'trembling and convlilfed. She continued un- 
able to fpcak> unable to interrupt what gave 
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her fuch pain to hear. But now a fudden tin. 
pulfe of (hanie made her ftart from her feat» 
and fnatcbing part of the letter out of-my aunt's 
hand) in a violent paifion, tore it to pieces: 
crying, This is too much. Madam ; nobody 

could bear it : " '■' It is a forgery, a 

curfed forgery. While my aunt, fmiling with 
an air of contempt, caft her eyes upon a fmall 
piece flie held faft in her fingers, which pre- 
fenting to my father, he read the following 
words^ which I have now before me, 

fufe rrifrequeji or tell 

IV U be reueng*d on ytmr 

euquaint her father with 

Tour bbi/bin 
You are ready now, Madam, to wonder 
how I could think of giving you this unintelH'- 
gible fragment, under which was remaining 
the three firft letters of her name, for I can't 
now be fuppos'd to be in a difpofition to puzzle 
you with riddles s but however infignificant it 
may aiqpear, it not only ferv'd to convince my 
father, that the band was exa£lly the fame as 
that in .which the letter was written, that had 
gfven us fo muchuneafinefs, but affiiled my aunt 
ill recelle^ing the whole lines, of which thefe 
were apart ; which (he might eafily do, as it 
Wds hardly half an hour fince (he had read the 

M Utter 
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better endre ; and then isdeed, they appear'-d 
of the greateft confequence, fince tbey e^plainM 
the motive of this dark proceeding. 

My father having compared this piece with 
the letter on the table, retorn'd it to my aunt, 
who looking at it with attentbn, after a mo* 
ment's confideration, told us, ihe remember'd 
the lines ran thus : 

BUT if yourefidfi ny fond nquefty or till 
any ^dj what you know I would have a ficrety 
Ihww how to he rtving*d on your idoly that you 
doai fo much upon, and will pofitivilj acquaint 
her f other y with every thing you would hide from 
him: Tour blujhing^ &c. 

THESElafTureyou, continued my aunt, were 
exa£^ly her words. O monftrous! criedPrudilla, 
throwing away the paper ,whichlhe had tore into 
fmall pieces, monftrousindeed! wha t vile infinua- 
tions ! that I (hould be fufp^ftcd of fuch crimes! 
but my piety and modefty are too well known 
for any body to believe it. I charged with 
thinking of a fellow ! an odious, nafty fellow! 
But ril ftill be reveng'd : I will make him fmart 
for it. I ' ■ ' ' that never ?had an indecent 
thought in my life ! I think of a filthy fellow ! 
no, no, Madam, my reputation for chaftity , 
is too well eflablilbed for any body to imagine 
it. }i i^.a lyej and for what I know, you, 

M adam. 
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Madam, may have a hand in it : but I cari 
fee through your plots. This, Sir, is a con. 
trivancc between Lucius and your wicked 
daughter, whom I never fufpeded 'lill thk 
moment; they would be reveng'd becaufel 
was enough your friend to oppofe her marrying 
fuch a villain, fuch a debauch'd, leud villain. 
And fo having my lettef there, they muft needs 
counterfeit my hand. Here (he forced a ridi- 
culous, affeded laugh, and then proceeded, 
La ! Mifs, I did not think you had been fo 
cunning. But you (hall know that my cha- 
racter is above cenfure. 

It would be impoffible. Madam, to dc» 
fcribe all the ftrange contortions, the convul- 
five geftures, and affe£ted airs, with which 
this fpeech was utter'd. She had at fir ft the 
very look of a fury; (he grinn'd, (he ftar'd, (he 
jl;amp*dand walk'd about the room, fluttering her 
fan, while hercountenance, aswellasevery adion^ 
cxprefs'd the fwell of rage, the fting of confcious 
fhanie, and all the mortifying pangs that could 
diftort and rack a corrupted heart, afham'd of 
being difcovered, too pfoud ingenuoufly to 
confefs its guilt, and too much healed by paf- 
iion to attend the little decorums gf her cha- 
racter. But at laft, thinking, in the beat of 
her rdge, Ihe might throw all upon Lucius and 
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me, and perhaps petfuade my father, at leaft, 
that (he was ignorant of thofe crknes which 
touched her moft to the quick, (be chang'd 
ber part, and fwallowed up by the thoughts of 
revenge, forgot that by this contradi^ry be- 
haviour (he took the moft eSeAual way of de- 
ftroying at once her characSber, and difcovering 
the deformity of her black, abandoned foul. 
But (he was incapable of reflexion, and hur- 
ried away by a torrent of paiiion, catch'd at 
the firft relief that oi&r'd ; a relief that made 
her (brget her (hame, and feel a (hadowy dawn 
of triumph; Good God ! can there be worfe 
miferles than thofe which arife from guilt ? 
what deflrudton does it bccafion, while its 
very reliefs plunge us into more aggravated 
wretched nefs, into deeper horrors ! 

Mr father now unable to contain his indig- 
nation arofe, and damping the triumphant 
fmiie, which jufl beg^n to quiver on her 
countenance, by a flern and contemptuous 
glance, Madam, cried he, don't think it in 
your power to impofe upon me by thefe low 
artifices; I can fee through all thefe doublings* 
the weak /ubterfuges of an abandoned mind. 
If my daughter has no crimes but what fuch a 
vile hypocrfte as you can reproach her with, I 
ihall do her the jullice to think her innocent. 

What 
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What a beam of joy, at thefe words, (hot 
through, my fouL My ^unt now arofe, and 
opening the door, cried > Begone, Madame 
for your brother's fake I (hall be more tender 
of your reputation than you deferve, but ne- 
ver prefume again to enter into my houfe. Go^ 
and blufli in fecrct^ ' ■ I am forry that 

ever I knew you. Here Prudilla left us, hang* 
ingdown her head, and muttering fomething' 
we could not perfeSly underftand, ""• '■• 
' But I find I muft break ofF. When I be* 
gan this letter, I fancied it would be very 
fliort ; but I am got, before I am aware, to 
my ufua! length. Sure I mxift be an extravagant 
lover of writing, to fend you fucKIong epiftle^;^ 
the pod is ready to fet out, and I have but 
juft time to repeat my affurances that I am, an4. 
{hall ever be, ■ : 

Your Ladyship's 

Ji^ojt affi^ionati Friend^ . 

pEtlCIA. 
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LETTER XX. 

AS foQD, Madam, as PrudiUa was gone» 
elated wi^h the thoughts of what bad 
pafs'd, and cbfu:m'd with the delightful profped 
of a fpeedy reconciliation with oiy father, I 
w^s going to eoibrace this favpurable moment 
of throwing my ielf at his feet, and begging to 
be reflored (o his efteem ; but I no fboner rofe 
up in order to make thefi: fubmiffions, than, 
flopped by the p^de of virtue, I refleded that 
I had already made too many attempts to fof* 
tfn his unjuft anger \ and that, if he was now 
conyinc'd of m^ innocence, it did not become 
me to entreat/for what I had a right to demand 
irom him. Shall I, like a criminal, faid I to 
my fclf, Aipplicate for forgivenefs ? — — ^ 
In what have I offended ? — — • It is for guilt 
to floop fo low, innocence has no t^tA of 
(looping. At this thought I fat down again, 
and my father and my aunt, ftill warm with 
rcfentment, being now feated too, could not 
help making fome reflexions on the odious de« 
formity of PrudiUa*:} mind. 

What an abandoned hypocrite ! cried my 
father, with a look fiilt diflurb'd by paflion^ 
what a vile incendiary \ but how ridiculoufly 

inconfifient 
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'nconfiftent was her condu£l ! I gonfcfs I am 
not able to think it, in any inftance, agreeable 
|o common fenfe ; nor can I determine which 
is the moft remarkable, her folly, or her wic- 
kednefs. What a heap of contradiilions ! of 
abfurd, palpable contradiftions! Really, Sir, 
Replied oiy aunt, I can'c think her fo incon- 
fiftent with her felf as you do ; her artiiices ap- 
pear to me all of a piece. Thinking Felicia 
an obfl^cle to her criminal defires, fhe endea* 
yours to prevail with you to fend for her up to 
town; 'you unexpectedly come to fearch into 
the truth of what fhe had alledged againft you^ 
daughter j when dreading a di/co^ery that 
might prove fatal to her reputation, (he comes 
hoping to clear herfelf of fufpicion, by contra* 
diding every thing (he had faid in the letters 
and at the fame time colouring over her arti- 
fices by - the groifeft flattery, cnde^voun to 
perfuade us, tliat our air don^t agree with 
her conftitution ; and thus, by a .concern for 
her health, and an affectation of the firiSeft 
friendlhip, fhe Aatter'd herfelf with carrying 
cm her grand defign, which is ftill the removal 
of your daughter. And, as to the reft of her 
conduit, continued miy aunt, it is eafy to be 
accounted for, from the ftrong perturbations 
of a guilty mind, terrified at the thoughts of 
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a difcoveiy, and therefore in too great a ferment 
to attend to the nice decorums which were 
neceflary to carry ' on Aich a difficult defign, 
and too much perplexed to fecure4ierfelf by 
the fubtle aids of a ready imagination. She 
aiFefis to appear a lady of the ftrlSeft piety, 
and moft unblemifli'd (anility of life ; (he isthe 
cenfor of the neighbourhood ; and not the 
fmalleft fault can efcape her notice ; judge then, 
how hard it muft be to carry on this difguife 
when fo dofely attacked, and how terrible the 
apprehenfion of being feen in her true defor« 
miiy. 

Right, right, cried my father, fhe is 
more fubtle than I imagined, at leaftlought 
to thiiik fo, added he, in a tender tone, in' 

vindication of my too eafy credulity. I 

have then injured my Felicia ! — — - I could 
hear no more- I flew into his arms, while 
he, feeing my intention, arofe and fteppM for* 
wards to receive me. What a delightful, pain- 
ful moment ! 

O my dear friend, your can't conceive even 
a diftant idea of half the (atisfadion and joy I 
felt at this inftant. Something liice the voice 
of nature hu(h'd my troubled foul into a peace- 
ful tranfport, into a rapture lefs tumultuous, 
though not lefs pleafing thaii that of two meet* 

ing 
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ing lovers. My life feem*d to run up to il» 
' iburce, and to return back again in a fweeter 
and more tranquil ftream. I embraced my fi" 
thsr as if I had not feen him *tiU that moment, 
as if that was the happy inftant of his arrival. 
Every care, every trouble was then forgot ; my 
prefentjoy took up all my thoughts, and all 
thofe thoughts were exfafy. My father, hav- 
ing tenderly embraced me, with the afieftion 
of a parent who had found a child more than 
doubly loft, while nature rifing in his eyes, 
f weird into a tear, and roll'd down his awful 
cheeks, feated me in a chair that was 
next his own, and taking hold of my hand, 
'My dear Felicia, faid he, while all the parent 
gufh'd in his eyes, J have clearly fufFer'd in 
too eafily believing thee guilty ; bat canft 
thou forgive the difquiet I have given thee, and 
overlook this weak credulity that ' Dear 
Sir, cried I, interrupting him, unable to hold 
out any longer, and ainioft afham'd of his coil- 
defcenfion, I can't bear to hear you. Is this 
the language of a father to a daughter ? No, 
Sir, it (hall never be yours to me; you opprefs 
me too much by this unmerited goodnefs. 
The terrible difquiets we have both felt, muft 
te placed to Prudilla's account. But I heartrly 
: forgive her j (be has been fuficiently mortified : 

M 5 we 



250 Felicia to Charlotte. 

we will think of her then no Qio're. My coiv 
du£t, my refignatioo to your, will, (ball iuS^r. 
ciently (hew how li;,tle I d^ferv« ber fland^ns.. 
You fball know aie tf b^ du^ful j 1 will ok^y 
ypu in every thing } oil can defire. 

Here he ptefled my han.d^ and after a- 
(hort filence, turning to my 9un^, ask'd whp 
the perfon w«s^ on whom I bad plac'd my a/r 
fedions. He is, faid fhc,. (for here,. Madam^. 
I can't help repeating her words». ihe talked (b 
charmingly) be is a young gentleman, of ^ 
fiamily not inferk>r to our^ i but this is a trifling: 
circumftance^ when (Compared wiih hisperfon^l. 
virtues. He has a. noble dignity of fentiment^ 
a generous and huniane heart,, a delicacy pE 
foul that render^ him equally beloved and ad- 
mired. This,.. Sir, 13 the chara^er I give qi 
kim> and I don't <|i^(lionr Sir, hut you'H 
iind it ftri£ily juft. If you enquins abroad, yo^i 
will hear too of temp^ance, affability^ an ea- 
Caging temper, and, in ibprt, of all the viriu^ 
you would wi(h to feeiju a (pnrin law* I amt- 
ibrry to hear it,. r<sturned then my father; it 
will be io much the, hardex for. my daughter to- 
comply M^ith wh^t I have to {iropofe to her.. 
I have engaged my word to foUicit her confeiit 
to marry . the fon of one of my moft intima^ei 
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d ftriA an obedknee to my will, that he need 
not doubt of my fuccefs. He has a fortune 
fiiperior to hers, a circumftance that I cannot 
overlook, nor does he want any qualification 
to entitle him to the charadler of a worthy 
man, or a gentleman. Let me fee now, 
Felicia, added be, addreiSng himfelf to me, 
that you can obey my inclinations rather than 
ytmir own ; for I will not do you the injury to 
imagiuie, that you have fo far engaged your 
felf without my confent, as to be unable to go 
back. Sir, replied I, with my eyes fix 'don 
the floor, I am allobedience. I never propofed 
to marry without your approbation ; but let 
meat lead beg, that I might have time to con^ 
quer my heart, and fubdue my rebellious in* 
dinations. I will fiudy to obey you, and do 
all in my power to render my felf worthy your 
efteem. This-my dear, returned he,isa]l'I 
defire. It would indeed be a (hock to decency 
ai»d virtue, as wellasthegreateft injury to the 
man thou wouldft endeavour to render happy,- 
wert thou forced into hts arms, while thy 
tendered affections were placed upon another; 
But time, and the perfedionsof thegentlenvan 
I have chofe for thee, will, I hope, make that 
desirable change, which will be neceflary'to 
^MOai^t the felicity of you both, 

M. 6> GouLB. 
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Could our happy rcoonctliation be conclu- 
ded with a fubjed more capable of giving a 
>damp to my rifing joys, and to theexquifite fa^ 
tisfafiions of filial zReEtion ; My heart, tho' 
difiblvM in duty, felt the whole force of this 
laft demand, and at the fame inftant that I 
gave up ail power over myfelf, and conlented 
to forlake my dear Lucius, he appeared pre- 
fent to my mind, in all his charms, in all ^ the 
radiant charms of virtue, yet drooping under 
his unhappy lot, while the tender languifiunent 
of his feul fecm'd to reproach my too eaiy com- 
pliance. But what could I do? could I re- 
fufe any thing to a fether, who had a right to 
demand every thbg from me ? No, that was 
impoffible, I was then in a difpofition to pay 
him the moft rigorous obedience. Nor indeed 
could he have made any requeft that would 
have given me equal pain to grant : for wealth 
jind fplendour, and all the alluring gaities of 
life appear but trifles, when compar'd with 
the more important interefts of our hearts. 
Love, in the very inftant when I endeavoured 
to give up the foft, the tender pafEon, refumed 
its empire^ and, in fpite of all my refolution, 
flow'd in upon my foul, and embitterM the 
•generous efforts of my duty s nor could I thus 
iormally refign the extattc thought of fpending 

3 fl>y 



FfiLICiA TO CHAltLOTTE. Z^i 

my Kfe with Lucius, without feeling fome of ^ 
the inoft cruel pangs. However, endeavour* 
ing to colled my felf as much poffible, hf 
recalling the pleafing ideas of our reconciliation, 
I aflumed an air of eafe and refignation ; but 
as this was a fituation very difficult to fupport 
long together, and as I found my fdf ftill dif- 
otdered with the pain in my head, I feiz'dthe 
firft opportunity of retiring to my chamber; 
where, my fupper being brought me, I went 
to bed. 

J SHALL not. Madam, attempt todefcribe 
the oppofite paffions I had to firuggle with, now 
I was retired from company, and was at liberty 
to indulge all the various reflexions that intru* 
ded themfelves upon my mind. It is fufficient 
to fay, that I felt a confufed and diflurbed Aiz* 
ture of 'pleafure and pain. But whether the 
rtliefe I found from tfie confideration of hav^ 
ing regained the favour of an indulgent parent, 
together with the thoughts of the joy he felt at 
finding me flill innocent, were more powerful 
than aJl the caufe I had for an uneafinefs ; or 
whether my fpirits linking under the pleafing 
flow of thofe dutiful afie£lions which I had in- 
dulged without reftra<nt, made me more heavy 
than ufual, I foon fell into a delightful fluoiber 
which lafted -till morning, when I found my- 

fclf 
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felfperfelEkly recovered from erery iadifpofidon : 
but the moment I open'ci my eyes, the dear 
kiea of my lover returned again upon my mind $ 
vehilelrecolle^d his^air, bis words^ hisgef- 
tures, the parity of his foul, and the iub^ 
Umity ofbis virtues, all bad a thoufand win* 
niflg gjraces ; pleaTtng in the review, yet paxB«> 
fiul in the ideaof their being nothing to me, 
iince I muft forget to admire,, forget to hvc 
tbiadear engaging man^ whom my heart fe* 
prefented as all lovely. 

I vfMS in this fituation. Madam, when i 
Wote you my lift letter,, which I began as 
foon as I bad flipped on mydptbes, and which 
took me up great part of the day in writing ^ 
and indeed, tho' I then Bl*U two iheets of 
paperwith my fcribbling, I ought in ftrid pro* 
pjiety to have carried it thus far» But my 
adventures come in fuch fwift fucceffion that L 
can't pretend to keep pace with them* I have, 
a very interefting fcene ' to relate, and as 
I forefee it will take up too much time for m» 
to give it you now entire^. I cbu&ta defer it 
'till my next. 

Wit H my moft humble refpe£ii to bis Lbrd« 
ibip, lam,. 

nursj &c.. 
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LETTER XXI. 

D£AR MaX>AM> 

IH?d£jch a variety of painful t^id agreeable 
things remaining, when I concluded mf 
hft, that it was witb tiie extremeft rd^ance 
1 found my fdf obliged, either to break off, or 
to givie you. fuch a h&Ct general account of 
the changes m my affairs,, as would be entirely 
unaSs^ng; or elfe,^ after havkig raisM your 
^urio&y, to break ofiv ^n'd give you the pain 
of waiting feveral days in a tedious fufpence* 
But I have now an opportunity of continuing 
my ftory , without any of tfaofe incon veniencer*. 
Th^ day after that, in which I was reftored 
to my father^ fevour, and k>ft to the pkaftng 
joys of iQve, aad all the flattering delights t 
had form'd an idea of, the fweets of the moft. 
isuipcent fynigathies,, and the uniform tranf- 
l^rts of a blifsful union of fouls ; the day after^ 
this important one, I fay, I firarcdy faw my 
£icher 'till the evening: for haying foon afteti^ 
I arofe in the. morning, tenderly enquired inta 
titf ftate of my health, he teft us to fpend the. 
^y with ibme neighbouring gentlemen. Upon 
liis return we were all furprized to find him 
«ifflaLaa4diftufbUby paffion i^and naturally^ 

/ ^enquiriiig;: 
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enquiring what was the caufe of his uneafineis^ 
how great was my aftonifliment and concern 
to hear him tell me, that he had received the 
grofieft infults from Lucius's father ! 'tis true 
faid he, he was dtfordered with wine ; but it 
is alfo true too, that he has affronted me in the 
prefence of feveral gentlemen, in a manner 
that I can't help refentingl As I had given 
him no caufe of oSenoCj every body took my 
part ; and, as is ufual on fuch occafions, freely 
gave me an account of the feveral debaucheries 
of his life j he is guilty of every extravagance, 
and is, they tell me, juft upon the brink of 
ruintf Can I think of being allied to fuch a 
wretched family ! No, child, I muft repeat 
my requeft, that you would never more en« 
tert^n the leaft thought of his unhappy (on* 

Tho' I had before hardly any hopes* of ever 
c>btaiQing Lucius, yet I could not hear this 
repeated injun^ion, without feeling a great 
^iddition of pain. My father was now con- 
firm'd in his oppofition to my defires, and had 
fome reafv)n ro be averfe to our union. Could 
I then encertai'i the leaft diftanc thought of a 
change in w affiirs I durft Jiot even think it 
pofiible, I h;. ' the leaft glimmering hope 
of ever Ii'^j- . :P.>y, unlcfs I could erafe from 
my heart, iU uus^vi impiCflioxis I found there 

of 
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of my dear Lucius, and ^at feem'd as great an 
impolBbility as that I fliould ever obtain him. 
I was fo much ftruck with this thought, that I 
was hardly able to make an anfwer, and only 
replied) I am extremely forry for it,- Sir; but 
if you knew Lucius, you would be far from 
thinking him guilty of his father's crimes, of 
which he is perfedty incapable : but I (hall fay 
no more, I wiU ftudy to obey you. 

My aunt, perhaps thinking this an improper 
time to vindicate my lover, as my father was. 
not a. little difturb'd with paffion, feem'd to 
avoid entring into the fubjeft ; but Mellifonf, 
who as be was upon the point of being united to 
Amelia, had been fiilly let into the ftate of our 
allairs, and who was now prefent^ could not 
help vindicating hfs friend, with a warmth that 
greatly increafed my efteem for him ; and which 
I faw, by Amelia's eyes, was not much lefs 
pleaiing to her; but all he could fay had 
but little efFeft upon my father; his moft for* 
cible arguments could not perfuade him to be- 
lieve, but that the vices of a parent muft have 
fome efFed on the minds of his children. 'Tis 
true, he was not now in a difpoiition to hear 
reafon, efpecially^ on a fubjed fo opp(^ite to 
the tumultuous ftate of his own mind, which 
bad fi)c'd prepoi&ffions almoft unconquerable. 

But 



258 Felicia to Charlotte. 

But be was foon 10 1 better difpofition ; Lucius 
himfelf removed all his prejudices, and con- 
vinced him of his innocence, and in a happy 
moment infpired him with the higheft cfteem* 
Th£ next morning, as I lay longer than 
ufual, I breakfafied in bed ; a thing very un* 
common in this part of the wofld i where, as I 
have told jou. It is not unufual for fine ladies 
to arife with the fun ; but I bad fcarcely drank 
my chocolate, when Amelia came running into 
my chamber, to inform me that Lucius was. 
juft come, and that he was now in a cloft con- 
veriation with my aunt. Seiz'd with a fudden 
flutter and perturbation of fpir its, I leap'd out 
of bed and flip'd on my clothes, with as much 
fpeed as poffible ; at the fame time asking her 
abundance of queftions all in a breathy as whe- 
ther he had feen my father i if he had informed 
him who he was ; what pailed between them f 
and feveral other things I wasdefirous of'know-* 
ing: and fo great was my impatience to be 
informed of thefe particulars, that I could 
hardly fiay far an anfwer. I would be in- 
formed of every thing at once, and was almoft 
angry at her making me bfe the time of ask- 
ing her. And was not this eagernefs very na- 
tural. Madam ? Indeed I could not help it ; I 
aQcd mecply (ffxa iaSmSt^ It was my heatt 

that 
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that wanted to be informed, and the ftrang^ 
emotion I felt there caufed fucfa a fwift fuc- 
ceffioo of ideas, that every moment's delay 
feemed an age* Anifelia talks wich as much 
fluency is moft people I ever i:onyeried with^ 
yet I thought ibe drqai|t*d out her fyllables ca 
an unnatural leiigth j and though I was nevet 
drefs'd [o quick in my life, I could not be 
perfuaded that I ever was half To long about iU 
But I do not confider^ that while I am defcri- 
bing my own impatience, I am ftill encreafing 
yours. She told me that my father, not know- 
ing who he was, had behaved with the po-^ 
litenefs due to a ftrajog^r, and upon my aunt's 
faying be was one of her Kft friends, had even 
gone Iq far as to tell faim> that faeihould be{^ 
of the honour ofJiis acquaintance, and thatir 
would he a particular favour ^if, now he was there, 
he would give htm a Sew hours of his company*^ 

What a happy omen J cried ! * > hit 

poiTible ? — ' — Arc you Hire be faid fb ? ■ ■ ■ ■ ■»: 
Well, and what elfe ? ■ ■■■■ i rC om^, quick, my 
Dear— With what an eytafy were thcfe words 
uttered! What eife, Mtdam, fetumed &e, 
what flwuld he fay elfe ? ■ ■ ■ He faid nothing. 
nfkore I aflfure you. You w^^eafily imagine tfaat 
LucIms accepted the pr^ppoiid. Well, but my 

4itjt 
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dity, are you fure you have told me all ? 
Come, begin again, and don't forget the leaft 
particular. Here Amelia, with a fmile did as 
I defired ; only adding, that my father feem'd 
agreeably furprie'd at Lucius's graceful man- 
ner of expre£Gng himfelf. Did he? cried I, 
with a frefli tranfport ; how could you forg^ 
fuch a charming circimiftance? But what 
then were Lucius's words ? 

Thus I employed my time 'till I was ready 
to go down flairs, when refle&ing that what I 
had confidered as a fubjed of joy, was but an 
airy vifion, a delufion of fancy j fmce theeafe 
and politene6 of my father's behaviour to 
Lucius proceeded only from his not knowing 
him. My fears now returned with double 
weight, while my heart ach'd and flutreFd 
with a painful palpitation, which encreafed 
at e\*ery flep I took, as I drew nearer my fa- 
ther and my lover. In what a terrible fufpenfe 
thought I, is poor Lucius! how will he be 
able to make the important difcovery i impor- 
tant ! thought I again, how is it important i 
fince it will only raife my father's refentment. 
And the next moment, I imagin'd I faw him 
pale and trembling, at hearing my father's Aern 
command to forbear his addrefles. — But tbefe 
torturingrefledionswere in agreat oicafunsput an 

end 
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end to by my entering the room, where Lucius, 
my father and my aunt were in full converfiition 
on fome indifferent fubjefts. Lucius, the mo- 
ment he faw me, arofe with a blulh, and bow- 
ing I0W9 feated himfelf again, and continued 
the converfation. What a ftrange concourfe 
of wild and incoherent ideas now diftra£led 
my heart! my foul, filled with a confufed 
agony, was fcarcely able to attend to anv 
difiin£l fenfations. I was bewildered in a 
. maze of thought. What a ftrange (ituation 
of mind ! Is this the laft time, faid I to my felf 
with a figh, as foon as I was capable of giving 
the leaft order to my ideas, the laft, the very 
laft time of my feeing this dear man ? the laft 
time that I fliaU hear his voipe ! that voice 
that has fo often awak'd all the powers of my 
foul to harmony and love 1 that voice which I 
have ib often heard with rapture, while, as if 
all ear, I have hung upon his lips, and liften'd 
to the tender, melodious accents of his tongue ! 
Oh! how ftiall I fupport his abfence? how 
tear myfelf from this dear perfon for ever ! ne- 
ver more to converfe with my fellow mind ! 
iKver more to hear and fee his heart fpeak to 
me* To forget him ! to forget the dear fym- 
pathies of love ! to be ignorant of what 

paftes in bis breaft 4 *— — - How hard the task ! 

Oh 
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Oh duty ! hdw rigorous are thy demands ! 
But 'tb refakred, and I will, I will obey. 

Had I not been feated in the darkeft part 
cf the room, and at the fartheft diftance 
JFrom my father, it wdidd have been im- 
poflible for him not t6 have taken notice of the 
diforder thefe cruel thoughts imprinted on 
my countenance. But I was foon diverted 
from ihefe gloomy images, by Lucius, who 
trembling, with a foft a^d timorous air, 
chang'd all at once the fubjeS that had em- 
ploy 'd the attention of all in the company but 
me J and fixing his eyes ftcadily on my father. 
You have profeSed an efteem for me. Sir, Taid 
be, which neither my merit, nor the fmall 
time I have been in youf company, can jufUfy. 
I am quite unknown to you : you are ignorant 
that I have rais'd my ambitious hopes to the 
happincfs of being allied to" you : but however 
you receive this confieffion, do methejuftice to 
believe, that I have never prcfum'd to harbour 
a thought of obtaining your daughter without 
your confent ; I love her too tenderly to injure 
you, or to think of depriving her^ of your af- 
fection, by perfuading her to forget her duty. 
You alone have a right to difpofc of her ; and. 
Oh ! Sir, it is in your power to render me 
happy or miftrable. With what pain did he 

utter 
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utter thefe words! and with what anearneft 
befeechiiig look were they concluded f As to 
my father, the moment Lucius, foffening his 
voice, began to change the difeourfe, heftarted, 
and viewing him with an earneftnefs mixed with 
furprize, feemed to hear him with patience, 
and even let him conielude without once ato 
tempting to interrupt him ; while I, fwallow*d 
up in attehtion, felt for fome time a furpenfsoit 
of all thought, of all fenfation and idea. My 
foul feem'd a void, every paffion was huib'd, 
and every power waited for the next words to 
teach them how to a^, and to fct 2il in mo« 
tioh again. When my father repty'd, I ihall 
neither take upon me to enquire how far you 
have carried this regard for my authority, nor 
whether you are worthy of her affedion. She 
is very dear to me, and I have chofe a husband 
for her every way capable of making her happy. 
You will oblige me then, if you promife never 
to fee her more. Well, Sir, I cannot com^ 
plain, returned he, with a trembliing voite; 
■ ■■ this is no more than I ou^ to have 
cxpeftcd.-*— — I muft lofe the lovely Felicia 
then for ever!— Well, you (hall be obeyed— 

whatever it coft me you (hall ! here 

he pauftd, as if unable to proceed, and then 

continued, No, I'll never be an obfiacle to 

2 her 
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Oh duty ? tow rigorous are thy demands ? 
But 'tis refoived, and I will, I will obey. 

Had I not been feated in the darkeft part 
cf the room, and at the fartheft diftance 
JFrom my father, it wOiTld have been im* 
poflible for him not t6 have taken notice of the 
diforder thefe cruel thoughts imprinted on 
my countenance. But I was foon diverted 
from ihefe gloomy images, by Lucius, who 
trembling, with a foft and timorous air, 
chang'd all at once the fub^ft that had em- 
ployed the attention of a& in the company but 
me ; and fixing his eyes fteadily on my father. 
You haveprofefled anefteem forme. Sir, (aid 
he, which neither my merit, nor the fmall 
time I have been in youf company, can juftify. 
I am quite unknown to you : you are ignorant 
that I have rais'd my ambitious hopes to the 
happinefs of being allied to' you : but however 
yott receive this confeffion, do me the juftice to 
believe, that I have never prefam'd to harbour 
a thought of obtaining your daughter without 
your confent ; I love her too tenderly to injure 
you, or to think of depriving her' of your af- 
fection, by perfuading her to forget her duty. 
You alone have a right to difpoie of her ; and. 
Oh ! Sir, it is in your power to render me 
happy or miftrable. With what pain did he 

utter 
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herbafpinefti flic OaaSi never more be made 
uneafy by my prefeoce, nor t^pted to difobey 
you, by knowing my defpair. 
O ! Madaro,Uwasimp<rfHWefotmctofuppoi* 

tibeeffeas of fuch generous, painful (entiments; 
a eood of tender forrow. pour'd into my.heart, 
my bead grew giddy, a thick film in an infUnt 
overeaft my eyes, and trembling, and fick, 
while every thing ran round, I feem'd finking 
into death. My aunt perceived me, while n^y 
bead was yet fupported by the 4«ck of oiy 
chair, and my looks fteadUy fix'd on Lucius, 
when obfcrving my palenqfe, and crybg out, 
Felicia is fainting! fheran to fupport me in 
her arms, juft as I was ready, to faU upon the 
floor. It was a confiderable time, I beliey*, 
befo^el was brought to my fdf. but being ftill 
very fick and low fpirited, my aunt advis'd me 
to be laid upon my bed, when Amelia fupport- 
ing me by one arm, and one of the iervants 
by the other, I was eonvey'd into my chamber, 
where I remain'd for feme time, in a flate little 
better than that of entire infenfibility, during 
which, my aunt was fo kind as to keep me 
company, fitting all the virbile by my bed-fide 
with a bottle of (alts in her hand. 

As foon as I had perfbaiy recovered my 
fenfes, sind began to look about me, the firft 

quefiioo 
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^eftion I ask^d was, if Lucius was gone ? but 
my aunt could not fatisfy me. I then defired 
her to teli mc how he behaved, and what 
^ impreifion my diforder had upon liim ; but 
I avoided anfwering myqueftion, by faying, Pray, 
' my dear, don't make fhefe ufelefs enquiries. — 
As you muft now endeavour to forget him, it 
would have but an unhappy efFe6l; to ilore your 
mind with thoughts that would only increafe 
the difficulty of conquering your afFe6iion. But 
(Ite had fcarcely made this prudent reply, when 
Amelia came running into my room, and em- 
bracing me with an extafy of joy, O my dear, 
cried (he, with the tears ftarting from her eyes, 
'Lucius has conquered ; my uncle fubmit3,'and 
Ogives you u'^' to your lover ?— It is knpofEble ? 
cried I, fiJPd with an amazement that almoft 
'deprived me ^gaihof my juft recoverM fenfes. 
Tt is true! —— it is true! I aiTure you it is 
true ! refum'd fhe, with the fame tranfport. 
Here my aunt check'd her friendly ardor, 
which (he fear'd might overpower my fpirits, 
and forcing me to take a glafs of wine and 
drops, to prepare me for what I had to hear, 
defired Amelia to relati every thing that had 
pafb'd ; when, feizing her hand, I entreated 
her to make haftc, but not to forget the lead 
^^articular. She* fmil'd at niy eagernefs,, and 
1 , N with 
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^ith what fetisfeaion m her looks, «?hich 
always appears when a good mind has it in its 
power to confer an eKtnordinary j^y, without 
any farther ceremony, began thus: 

The moment my mamma ran tp pr«fv?ot 
vour falling from ywt chair. Lucius j^ft h^ 
eves upon you too; but b§ no fooner beUU 
you. my dear, in that frightful fuuat«>n,U«j. 
heappeared in a ditodet- very ^^^^^^"^ 
fromyoura-, but immediately rewlWamgh.m. 
felf, he joined with nyf uncle in u&ng all h« 
endeavoura to recover you. Uer^nh.mfelfu. 
fetch v^ter, and gave it to your fetbcr, who 
fprinkled your fi^ce ; be ran for more ; b? 
flew into the dining-room for my motion 
Imdlingbottle, then for foa»cd.pps, In fly». 
we had no need of any of the f^vaots, hebm-, 
fclf was more adive than they all, put togettet' 
could hive been; and *<» * thoufand me^n of- 
fices for you, if any thing can be called m«. 
that is done for a perfon in fuch a fituat,o». 
His life, his bappinefs, his all feem'd at flak. 
Apd though^couldriothavetjekaa hc^si 
obtaining yqu. his looks exprcfed^a tenders 
and foUcitudq that. I could not help thinking ev^ 
exceeded your father's. Tho' he durft not ^ 
proach you with the.fame free«loms ^ he did, 
^ftoodUhindhiio, with his eyes fixdony 
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faded cheeks, while the tears ran down his, 
that with Ms fright wanted lijttle of being as 
pale as yours; but the inftant your colour 
began a little to return, his came in proportion > 
and as his -apprehenfions vanlfli'd, his counte* 
nance entirely changed. You opened your 
eyes ; we faid you would recover j he was in a 
freOi tranfport, and feem'd at that moment to 
have forgot that that was to be the laft time 
of his feeing you. Ah ! my dear Felicia, con- 
tinued (be fmiling, do you think Mellifont, 
in the fame cafe, would have bxprefs'd an equal 
tendernefs for me ? I can hardly believe 

it. 

O I MY dear Lucius ! cried I (fhedding fome 
extatic tears) but proceed, Well, refumed 
(he, as ibon as I came from helping you u]^ 
ftairs, having asked me how you did, he turned 
to my unclfc,* and giving him a fupplrcatin^ 
look, fince I muft never more, faid he with 
a figh, behold your dear Felicia, permit me. 
Sir, to ftay 'till ftie is come to herfelf. I don't 
ask to fee her again, but— Enough,* Sfr, re«- 
turned niy uncle, you may ftay and welcome; 
aiid I take this opportunity of thanking you for 
the fervice we have received from ybu, in giv- 
ing us your afliftance : it was generous, ^nd 
what, after the declaration I had made you, I 

N 2 '" ' feai 
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it not true ? returned my uncle ■■ Is he not 
tny father? crie'd Lucius interBuptihghim : Oh 
Sir ! cln 1 have To Jiitle delicacy, fo little fenfe 
of.duty, or honour, as not'to r-efent fuch lan- 
guage ? Can I be a'fon, and yet lb void 'of 
filial aftcftlon, as not to feel my heart rifSSvith 
indignatiop, arid ^very paflion fwell to'jdflify 
niy father? Then you jufiiify yoCir father, re* 
plied agairt my uncle. ' I Beg,* returned Luciti^,' 
you would not pirefs' this* fubj^<ft.''Vou 2re 
Felicia's father, ahcj he' is nline* T WOiili 
therefore preferVe a tefpeil;' for yoii both. Minfe 
has, I confefs, his faults, But' he has his vir- 
tues too. His faults I ^ould conceal' ftom all 
the world J I would bury them fn'iternal ob- 
livion ; r wouU Mot them evert from my owit 
remembrance; I would wipe them from my 
thoughts, to fave my felf the prcpdfterous 
fhame of bhilhing for a parent. But yet, 
whatever he may deferve, lam fufeldoh't 
defervc to hear him treated fo. ^ ' 

My uncle here, continued Amelia, fjit fix'd 
in admiration, while frjend&ip and furprize 
were mingled in his looks ; he was filent ; He 
feem*d at a lofs for an'anfwer, when atJall, 
giving Lucius his hand. Your fentiinents are 
admirable, Sir, cried he, and I can't help 
thinking him very happy, in having in fo 

N 3 '■*■■" generous 
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generous a Ton, (0 good air advocate. I beg par^ 
don for my want of delicacy in (hocking yours. 
Here hefitatirg a moment, with a friendly dif- 
order in bis countenance, that (hew'd him 
ftopp'd by an effefling though^t, which he 
waited to Indulge, he refum'd. But if a father 
who has taken fo little care of his family, can 
iiifpire in a fon fuch tionder duty, fuch noble 
fMendfhip, how great would be that fon's af- 
fcdiion, had he one who employed the whole 
bent of his foul in contributing to his felicity ? 
You can't conceive, my dear Felicia, continued 
Ihe, bow feelingly thcfe words were exprefs'd* 
Lucius himfelf, notwithfianding his difap- 
pointed hopes, fcem*d extremely moved with 
ihem, when with a colour as red as fcarlet, he 
haftilv replied, ^was in you. Sir, that I hop'd 
to have found fiich a father ; but why did I 
hope it ? that is now impoffible, I (hiall fee your 
dear, your charming Felicia no more. 'Tis 
true my prefumption in daring to love her is 
inexcufable ; but I will try whether abfence and 
philofophy can teach me to conquer my paffion. 
If they cannot, I mud be unhappy. Here he 
arofe with a vifible confufion in his looks, and 
added vvith a figb, Pray fend lo know how (he 
does> for I mud retire, 

Lucius 
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Lucius having taken a turn or too about the 

rpom, with a diforder that I don't know how 

t6 expfefs, but which ieemed to arife from 

his thinking he had ^id too mtich^ by confef&ng 

the pleafjte he had felt in hoping for a father 

of my uncle'f virtues ; (for thofe word^ feemed 

to brfeak rather from his heart than his tongue) 

Lucius, . I would fay, having taken a turn 

about the room, and finding my uncle make 

iio reply to his deiire of knowing how you did, 

opened the door^ feeing, Your fervant, Sir; I 

wifli Felicia happy. I will fend my felf, to 

kliow rf ihe is recovered. When feeing hini 

going, your father arofe, defired him to ftay 

a iittte longer, and told him, he could not p^rt 

with bim fo fuddenly. Upon this your lover 

r^urned) and they both being again feated, 

after a (bort iilence (for your father, my dear, 

continued (he appeared buried in thought) he re- 

fiimed, I confefs. Sir, I admire your virtues, anci 

am periuaded we (hall part upon much better 

terms 3 pray let me know the circumftances of 

your family, and whether you have any 

eftate in your own hands. Here I took upon 

mc to reply, and endeavoured to give him the 

characters ofSophronia and Marilla* which I 

told my uncle I could do with a much better 

grace, than Lucius, as his modefty might be 

N 4 ofFendeds 
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merit iv^^^tH neatiy yiKW-ti hiS,-^a%ni« touU 
not bVfuppof^cl to '^raifethcni is 'they^^fcrvM 
V'itlibut rtfteAing grc^t part cifthefcoriour upon 
iVmfelf. BtiV, my dear Felicia, this was not 
my reil motive; rcould"not Tii by and fee 
•fiicP'a t*arffifh'g reconcHiatron carried -bni 
\l^ittiout dfefirfh^,"^tleaft, to haveii ftnall fliare 
inir/ I had \^aitedagobd while to put in a 
Word^at might Be of^fervJceto yoU; but could 
hot find a bet tei* Opportunity than that wbidi 
noMJr offered^ 

Well, thank you, my dear,' replied I ; 
but pray 'proceed. You mlight IhSve toM mc 
that to-morrow. tl6me, make hsffte. Your 
father; M1fs,*"cotitfnued (he, appeared e3t- 
tremely delighted" with what he heard; nor 
was' he much lefs pleas'd to hear Lucius tell 
him that hehadaneftate (which though much 
Icfs than yourS, might ferve to vindicate his 
giving himKs daughter;) and indeed he was 
no fooner InformM of thefe particulars, ehaa 
taking tuciu5*s hand, with an aiFc£liohate 
fmile, he cricd^ Your virtue, Sir, has don- 
quer'd. I admire your fen timents, and appi-ove 
Felicia's choice. * J give you my daughter, and 
wi{h. you l^otli 'all imaginably happiinefs. 
With a rapidity as quick a9 thought, he novv^ 

'' thie^v 
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threw inrnfelf .at my uncle's fe^. He was. 
^nablctoipcajci hcjgfi^fpM hishand, wetted it 
with tears, and I h^vii^g waited for a minute 
JFor fomc - fine cxtatic rapture, and perceiving 
him fti^l filent, flew to be. the fitft meffengcr 
of this delightful new?. 
. O ! cried I aloud, fure this is all a dream ; 
ami — am I fo happy ? fo very happy ? where 
is. my father? where is my Lucius? I will 
run and indulge my fopdncfs for tliem both. 
TheA, feeing my a^unt laughing ^at my rapture; 
I flew into her arms, embraced her, and then 
Amelia. Come, continued I, ]et us goj I 
can't flay a moment. They humoured my 
impatien^, and all of us ran together into the 
pariour. M^ father was flaoding with hia 
ej^s aflFe£lionately flx'd on Lucius, wh9 flood 
by him holding his hand, and I fuppofe giving 
a loofe to all the rapture of atranfported heart; 
when breaking from hin^, my father flew^o re- 
ceive me with open arms. Come, my child, 

cri^ he, fliare in my fatisfaflion I ap* 

'prove your choice. It {hall now be this gen- 
tleman's fludy to render you happy. Here 
having embraced me with a tender afil(3ion, 
he took hold pf my hand, when askii^g Lucius 
for his, he laid mine upon it, and tLtn 
grafping both together, God blcfs you Loth,. 

N '5 my 
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my children, • cried he, lifting up his eyes 
while the tears ftole down his cheeks ; God 
blefs you both, and render your happiftefs 
fternal. Do you, my fon, remember, added 
he, (ftill holding our hands, while he fufierM 
Lucius to clofe his upon mine, with a tender 
prcffure, which my father render'd yet more 
pleafmg, by holding both ours between hk) 
remember that as by your virtue you now ar- 
rive at the height of your wiflies, fo only vir- 
tue will render your happinefs compleat and 
durab^. Then turning to me, he proceeded, 
and do you, my Dear, remember, that now 
all your felicity in this life depends on your plea- 
fing Lucius. He is your own choice, aird I 
command you, as you expe^ to be happy, 
never to mention, or by the leaft adion let 
him think, that you believe him obliged to you 
for the great addition that, by your means, is 
made to his fortune. God blefc you both, my 
children ! To this my aunt and Amelia gave a 
hearty Amen, when giving us an aflfc6^ionate 
fhake, he let go our hands, and Lucius em- 
braced me with tranfport, while my aunt and 
coufm drew near to congratulate us on this hap« 
py occafion. Their eyes fparkled with joy, their 
faces glowed with pleafure, and every word 
and every look fpokc the fympathy between 
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their hearts and ours ; wherever we turned our 
eyes, the foul ofhappinefs fat beaming in every 
look 9 they beheld us with the traofport 
Mr. Thompfon defcribes, when he fays, 

* * ' Twai frUndflnp heightened by {he mutual wijh% 
** TA* enchdntihg hopi and fjmpathettc glow ^ 
** Struck from the charmfut eye. Devoting each 

» 

While my father flood looking on, which a fu- 
perior degree of confqious pleafure in bis air, 

" Supremely hapfy'mtV awakened power 
<« Of giving joy. 

The evening was fpent with pleafure and 
delight. SophroniaandMariiia were fent fpr» 
and bore a part to our common fatisfaflion* 
And nothing then (qemed wanting to render 
our felicity comfvteat. Yet I aflure you. Ma- 
dam, not all this delight could prevent my 
anticipating the pleafure you would receive 
from this happy news, nor erafc from my 
thoughts the remembrance of how nxuch I am ^ 

Your Ladtship's 

Meji obliged Servant^ 

FjtLIClA. 

N 6 LETTER 
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tvith what feiisfaftion in her looks, which 
always appears when a good mind hz^ it in its 
power to confer an extraordinary jt>yj without 
any farther ceremon};, bdgan thus : 

The moment my mamma ran tp pr^vept 
your falling fmm your chakir, Ludus caft his 
eyes upon you too; but h^ no fooner.beheW 
you, my dear, in that fi;ig|i(fuiruuatiofl, tba,^ 
he-appeared in a difoidei^ vety little diffcrei^ ' 
from yours; but immediately reqpll^i^inghimr 
felf, he joined with wy UQcle in uflng a)l his 
endeavours to recover you. FJe ran; himfelf to 
fetch water, and gave it tp your fiitber, who ^ 
fprinkled your face ; he ran for more ; h^ 
flew into the dining-room for my motl)^r's 
fmelling' bottle, ther^ for ibmc dipps. In fhpit 
we had no need of any of the f^-vants, he him-, 
felf was more afifcive than th^y all put together 
could have been ; and ^d z thoi^f^nd mean of- 
fices for you, if any thing can be called mean] 
that is done for a perfon in fuch a fituationJ 
His life, his bappinefs, his all feem'd at ftake: 
i^d though he couldnot have the lead hopes of^j 
obtaining yqu, his looks expreis'd a tenderni 
and folicitud^ that I could not hdp thinking e v 
exceeded your father's. Tho' he durft not a 
proach you with thcTame freedoms as he did , ^' 
he ftood behind hiin9 with his ey^s iix'don yoi 
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faded cheeks, while the tears ran down his, 
that with his fright wanted little of being as 
pale as yours; but the inftant your colour 
began a little to return, his came in proportion ; 
and as his apprehenfions vaiiKh'd, his counte* 
nance entirely changed. You opened your 
eyes ; we faid you would recover j he was in a 
frefh tranfport, and feem'd at that moment to 
have forgot that that was to be the laft time 
of his feeing you. Ah ! my dear Felicia, con- 
tinued (he fmiling, do you think Mellifont, 
in the fame cafe, would have exprefs'd an equal 
tendernefs for me ? I can hardly believe 

it. 

O I MY dear Lucius ! cried I ({bedding fome 
extatic tears) but proceed. Well, refumed 
Ihe, as foon as I came from helping you uj^ 
itairs, having asked me how you did, he turnM 
to my uncle/ and giving him a fupplrcating 
look, fince I muft never more, faid he with 
a figh, behold your dear Felicia, permit me, 
Sir, to ftay 'till (he is come to herfelf. I don't 
ask to fee her again, but— Enough,' Sir, re- 
turned niy uncle, you may ftay and welcome; 
aiid I take this opportunity of thanking you for 
the fervice we have received from you, in giv- 
ing us your afliftance : it was generous, ^nd 
what, after the declaration I had made you, I 

N 2 •" ' had 
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tvith what {aiisfeflion in her looks, which 
always appears when a good mind ha3 it in its 
power to confer an extraordinary joya without 
any farther ceremony, began thus: 

The moment my man^ma ran tp pr^v^ot 
your falling from your chair, Ludus caft hi$ 
eyes upon you too; but he no fooner beheW 
you, my dear, in that ftig^vful fituatipnj tbaj^ 
he-appeared in a difordei; very lit|Je diflferem 
from yours; but immediately reqpllffSling hinir 
felf, he joined with wy UQcle in uflng all his 
endeavours to recover you. He ran himfelf to 
fetch water, and gave it to your father^ who 
fprinkled your face y he ran for more ; h^ 
flew into the dining-room for my motl^^t's 
fmelling- bottle, therj for fomedipps. In fljprt 
we had no need of any of the f^vants, he him.-, 
ftlf was more aSive than they all put together 
could h^ive been ; and did a thoufand mean of- 
fices for you, if any thing can be called mean 
that is done for a perfon in fuch a fttuation. 
His life, his happincfs, his allfeem'dat ftake; 
Apd though he could not have the lead hopes 
obtaining yqu, his looks exprefs'd.a tendern 
and folicitud^ that I could not help thinking e v 
exceeded your father's. Tho' he durft not a 
proach you with the.fame freedoms as he did ^ y 
he ftood behind hiin, with his eyes iix'd on y 
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faded cheeks, while the tears ran down his, 
that with his fright wanted little of being as 
pale as yours; but the inftant your colour 
began a little to return, his came in proportion ; 
and as his apprehenfions vanlQi'd, his counte* 
nance entirely changed. You opened your 
eyes; we faid you would recover j he was in a 
frefh tranfport, and feem'd at that moment to 
have forgot that that was to be the laft time 
of his feeing you. Ah ! my dear Felicia, con- 
tinued (he fmiling, do you think Mellifont, 
in the fame cafe, woaid have exprefs'd an equal 
tendernefs for me ? ■ I can hardly believe 
it. 

O I MY dear Lucius ! cried I ((bedding fome 
extatic tears) but proceed. Well, refumed 
Ihe, as (bon as I came from helping you uj^ 
flairs, having asked me how you did, he turnM 
to my uncle,* and giving him a fupplrcating 
look, fince I muft never more, faid he with 
a figh, behold your dear Felicia, permit me, 
Sir, to ftay 'till (he is come to herfelf. I don't 
ask to fee her again, but— Enough,- Siri re- 
turned niy uncle, you may (?ayand welcome; 
aiid I take this opportunity of thanking you for 
the fervice we have received from you, in giv- 
ing us your afliftance : it was generous, and 
what, after the declaration I had made you, I 
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break in upon our fouls, and contribute to 
heighten our fatisfafiion ; we have a quicker 
tafte for every new acceffion of delight, and 
fill'd with that complacency which makes us 
look upon every thing with a fmile, every 
ohjeSt in return feems to fmile upon us. And 
while we are in this (ituation, not only friend- 
ihip and love wrap the mind in the moft pure 
ethereal delights, but the glittering fun-beams« 
the balmy breeze, the verdant groves, and all 
the laviih bounty of nature give us a fenfual 
pleafure. O how fweet are the delights which 
heaven has prepared for mortals! but how 
much f more exq-Jifite are the charms of 
innocence and confcious virtue, which give a 
pleafmg relifli to all thefe natural beauties ! 
AiRi£lion and diftrefs, in rankling care and all 
the painful, bitter gufh of grief, the dark- 
fome (hades of providence ! like the clouds and 
{lorms of nature, roaring round the higli -raised 
mountain, and ecchoing with a horrid yell thit)* 
all her diftant caverns^ ferve to beautify the va- 
riegated fcene, and heighten the glow of her 
returning fmiles : our tears, " that rain of C; cs, V 
fwell the humane bloiTom ; the kindly ihower 
cheriQies the hidden feeds of virtue, opens thiCL 
lovely foliage, and with the next returning fua 
the frefb budding graces fiand confef&'d« But 

ta 



Felicia TO Chaitlotte. affr 

» -t 

fo return from this long^digreSlbn, which I 
hope you will think not altogether impertinent''^ 
At dirlner Thad the pleafune of Luciiis's' 
company, a happinefs I now enjoy every day ; 
when I took notice that nty father, who could 
not yetf'have fead half my letters, bchavM 
with a peculiar compiaifalncc, and treated hi(h 
with a refpeS I had never obferved before j and 
Indeed if his edeem and af&<£tion for Lucius 
increafts as it has done ffnce our grand reconr 
ciliatfoitV he may pbdibty be in greater hafte to 
compleat our unton than I diefire be fliould be | 
for between you and I, I begin to grow a cow- 
ard, and am a little afriaiA of entering' irtto tho 
awful aukward ftate,* from whcncdi ybu knowy 
as from the regions of death, there is no return; 
Howciver, your example, and tbatofAmehVs^ 
I Aon*i doubt will give me the courage necef* 
fary to go through the folemn ceremony with 
a pretty good grace. But I find my hap- 
pinefs makes- me grow lazy, and as I haven9- 
thing now very material to add^ (hall conclude, 

Tours f &c. 
Felicia. 
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Dear Madam, 

MY Other's affedion for Lucius is now 
arilen to Aich a height, tba; I hardly 
know whether he or I have the gre^^r (hare 
111 bis heart:) they ane t>9Com€ alnipdinfcpar?,- 
ble, and are united in a friendfhip that appears 
very extraordinary i(i peHbns between whom 
there is fuch a- wide difference with refpedl to 
age. He is perpetuaMy at our houfe, and the 
company of (he lo^er is prfttf jt^^Iy i^^rcd 
between the happy iatber,and the ilill more 
happy daugh^e^* Metjii^i]^^ this indulgent 
parent is morelaVift gf fais^^efliis to ^e than 
Aifual, he is continually approving my choice^ 
and giving me inftru6lions to regulate my con* 
dfuft by fuch rules, as he fays will render my 
felicity con^fljBtCi He has read to me fe\xral 
Spe&ators oii this fubjpiS):, to wj^c);) he b^s 
fubjoined many obfervations that have fallen 
within his own notice. And I aflure you, 
Madam, it (hall be my care to put all his wife 
maxims in practice. To ftudy our own hap - 
pinefs, and that of thofe we love is an affair of 
^{ratmpft confcquence, nor can we take too 

much 
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much p2Lit\s in the noble cmploymtnt, which 
IS dt ^nce both our duty, our honour, and 
the Tourte of the moil folid and lading joys* 
My fouHs too delicate, and my tendemefs for 
the amiable Lucius too fublime to fuifer me to 
think without pain, on thofe little jars, thofe 
petty quarrels, which interupt the felicity of 
fome of the moft happy pairs, and fometimes 
make breaches dreadfully &tal to their future 
repofe. They are upon their guard as to 
things that feem of importance, but while their 
minds lie open to trifles, thofe trifles foon be- 
come affairs of the utmoft confequence* To 
thefe little incidents we are continually expoied, 
and therefore, us my father feys, they ate 
much more to be feared than thofe, that at 
firft view appear of the greatcft momenta 
However the task which he has inculcated can- 
not be very difpleafing, fmce all his rules are 
perfefHy agreeable to my inclinations, and 
only confift of fuch maxims as muft, if ob-^ 
ferved, perpetuate our m-utuM felicity. O 
my dear friend! tell me (for you know) ii 
there can be greater pleafure than that which 
refults from the reflexion of picafing a pcrfon 
dearer,infinitely xlcarer to us than our felves. The 
grateful look, the kindling glance, the ex- 
prcilive glow of tender fondnefs, filently {hot 

from 
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from the thankful eye ■ O can there 

be a greater reward, to foften the charming 
toil, if that can bexall'd a toil that will gladdiui 
the heart we love ? For this Iwill read and ftudy 
to enrich my mind, for this I will drefs, for this I 
will plot newartstopleafe, while virtue, inno- 
cenceand truth (hall lead the way, ^d mark my 
path to lafting.blifs< WKat-dipIight the difiant i 
profpedit beams upon my foul ! My Lucius i my ' ' 
husband! my friend ! dear epithets ! '-^— en- 
chanting founds ! ■ . founds fwelling with 

every thrilling joy ! ■■ O all gracious being! 
may my abilities be equal to the ardor of my < 
foul I may the wife be loft in the friei^ ; the 
iofr, the tender, the generous friend ! 

Th e s^laH thoughts ari& in my. mind when-- 
ever I entertain my (elf with the grateful fub- 
jed of my father's in(lruSions; but the. plea- 
Aire I may be fuppofed to receive, from the& 
refolutions is extremely damped by abundance 
of intruding fears that da(h my joys with a mix- 
ture of bitternefs ; I tremble left in the un- 
guarded moments of my life, I (hould drop the 
guard I refolve to keep over my temper ; left 
I (houU forget to pleafe, or lofe the power of 

» - - 

doing it. Thoughts that are always attended 
with pain. 

You 
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"* You fee what a fond unfafhionable creature 
llim grbwru; but as your ladyfhip has given 
me feme reafon to believe .that you are not le6 
weak than myfelf, I boldly brave your fa tire; 
fo that if you make merry with me on this oc- 
cafion, lihall freely join in the laugh. 
' My happinefs is now fo great, that there 
Teems nothing wanting but the confideration of 
its being perpetual, to render it complete: 
Nor does Amelia's appear lefs exquifite. than 
inine ; we are.^urrounded with every laughing 
delight, every focial endearment. The con- 
gratulations of our friends, the carefles of our 
parentf, the tendernefs of our lovers, and the 
pleafmg fympathy in eacli other's felicity, all 
cort tribute to heighten our' joy ; while rapture 
itfeif grAws more pleafing, by fettling into a 
ferene and moft charming tranquility. Every 
thing is preparing^for the ceremony that is to 
unite us for cverto the deareft perfons on earth,; 
and next TTiurfday Ameh'a and I are to be 
hailed under the title of Brides, and initiated 
into the dignified ftate of venerable Matrons. 
An<r between you and I, Madam, we both 
heartily wifli thefe folemn doings over, for 
really they have fomething terrible k them 

4hat frights at a difiance. 

Thus 
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Thus far, Ma4am, I had written yeHeti^ji 
at which time Ihad no other care than how to 
render Lucius and my felf as happy as poilible, 
except fome little intruding thoughts of the 
aukward appearance I (hould make at church, ' 
and thofe natural inquietud/es which are apt to 
perple;^ the mind upon the view of an important 
change in our circumftances, all which were . 
counterbalanced by abundance of mofteharai' ] 
ing refle£tions: but the fcene foon changM. 
Alas! what is life, but a perpetual rouncl of 
vexations and difappointoientg ! a rapid fuc- 
ceffion of intermingled, pleafures and pains! I 
thefe cares and the/e deligbtfu] thought^ foon 
vani(hed, they gave; place to other cs^re^i of a 
more bitter kind, un^iix'd with the leaft 
thQught that could alleviate tb^jr {qxqc^ or ftiU 
the tumult of my troubled mind. 

Yesteilday we h^d MjelUfont's coaipany 
as ufuaL The time paft away very agreeably, 
and tho' I had not feen Lucius all the; pj^ceding 
day, 'I fcU little uneafinefs on account oft 
his abfer^ce- I knew if he was ill I fhould have 
heard f;om.him,, and therefore did notqueftion 
but he was detained by fome extraordiqa^ry bu- 
finefs, which would be no foonor finiQi^d than 
I (bould fee him again, with a fatisfa£lion that 
would be greatly encreafed by our being 

deprived 
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^${)^\^dj[9r a QiQift ,tia^^ of e^h. others comr 
p^uy. . Thus, whilft anticipating the eagernefs 
Vfih wlaich I fancied he wo^ld fly to mc^ thp 
^^If^fur^- 1 Qipi^ld o))ferve i^ his[ countenance, 
,^ 1^ t^n^er a^pologfes,.he w<^ 4/9uWefs 
:.^i[p Qn;this,q9Cafi9n;,,I r^pojT>p^nfe4 my felf 
iJDrthaji^pfr^a prefect gratjficatiqp, wi^ thp 
plqi^ijg.t^oHg^t^ 0/ |he future. Though Mel- 

lifpij5^,Afl[^li,^ aij4^y^" '"y awt could not 
i^ete cen%ing|^|9^ ^ little .fcy^-elyft while I 

.tppk his^j«irt Tyi|i,^%^g9pA dc^ cf^vivi^city, and 
Jj^t t^eia ka9^w^iiai>, I dj<i,^Aoj:^ctWgk I had the 

: ^w^Vj^R, ia t,H]e ev^ ning» I ba4, the fatis- 

. f^§Li(^.jQ{ Xej^inc, l^jfn ^nter the co^t -, my 

heart bounded with joy, .^^d ,a (u^.d^n thrill of 

'-^pl^Vi^te4.^»fP'' Wer^ ^^'"* ^^ entered the 

o.f ^ojd r:^c^jijif,3,a|5.at,o/ice alarmed and pierc'd 

n^y fpuljj I,kpf;w> not what to think,, nor how 

tabel^ye, I. felt an emotion which I know 

not ho]^ to defo/i^e, a p^jnful flutter, of fpirits : 

-yf^ni^hy^.J^?t4^^.^pr^^?9logy, by faying 

Ji^^hi^r bj^e;x.d?Xa^n?4 ; by . fopie affairs of the 

ait«ap,$f f;92^£pq4e9c!;, he toqk bis feat, and join'd 

ip the cpjivfrfation, ,with a diftra£lion that was 

, tpq vif^blp for rpq not to take particular notice 

, ; ^!tt>:3?W^ W^!?9'^^/ ^^ :bad ^n air of cofiftraint 



r 



iC6 Fnhvciti^'iK)X:htSi%iiiX!f$A 

jjthatPfetm'drquitfc unnacetit^to bSnUik fv^lMl 
booking at a»ei< arid -(whfefaever hisiey iwMiaXi i 
to meet mine,, he liiddenly oifir ihethsAMrff} 
O what could'I ihiiikf cbiild*! tma^e^ ttal 
he was grown pfcrfidiotts, idnd tbtt I kad lift 
nay empire over hih 4ieart?*Nor I--«dtikd^ai* 
believiBU: Icottkl ndt ehtdM»'a;AllugfeirA 
injurious lothe ibir idea I li^ tooctiardioiiab . 
truth and goodnefs. However^ ^^^tiijt-^^li*' ' 
^gaging franknefs ^hrdi bad fattffesrfo aj^pdured 
on faiscounte^amr^ !)i»ais^ai]^e!9,4md'I^waii 
ignorant, 6ft hi caufe.' ^ Scfithe^ftrai^e -ct^BI^ 
Choiigbt I9 muft have^iiapptnPil/VirtiJch-IiMil ; 
greatly interdled« I wai ciead}!^ torimagine aay 
thing rather than that Liiciua, my dea^ "deac 
Xucius,' could be falfe. * * * - 

At laft, Mellifont and 'Amelia leaving the 
i-6om, my aunt fodn foHowed, andwet-wer^ 
kft together, without the interruptioh <^ com^* 
pany^ a fituation which I had iong'd for crvter 
fince I obferv'd this reftraint in his behaviour^ 
though his coldjjefe'^oiild notfuffibr me to take ' 
any meafures to obtain this fatisfeSioh. His eyes 
now fofcened, whiJe drooping with foinetcctct 
care^e very feature had an air of relu£lam languUh- 
ment. His tendern^fs had a mixture of fear« and 
companion, and methought he eveh feem'cHo 
dread my r'cproache^.'W'eljbth continued illciit, 

his 
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iib €fe$ Were ftcadil/vfix'il on mint* A Ctgh, 
a tear efa^d faim. He held dowA hit head 
to ifttflc his ftgfas^ to hide his tears. Oh how 
nearly did they touch me f what a vblent emo- 
tiom did they raife in my breaft ! my heart 
tbroUi'do*— *«-« pang of grief and foft furprntx 
ib-uck thro* my foul. I longM to kno«r the 
caufe of what I (aw^ yet dreaded to afk it. 
When at laft breaking fifcoceyO my dear Lucius, 
cried I, unable to reftcain my tears, telt me, for 
heaven'i; iake,tell me ivbat is the matter — ^What 
i«4t that difturbs yoa ? — I muft know it. Have 
jou a care that liitye not a right to (hare with 
you f Let mt ktow what dreadful misfortune 
it is that gives you this.pain. Indeed if I can, 
1 will remove it. At this I figh'd and wiped 
jny eyes, while he, with bis ftill fixed 
on the floor, echoed back my fighs, when, as 
if ftruggling to conquer the glut of forrow 
nrhich choak'd up his voice, O my Felicia ! 
niy dear, my lovely Felicia ! faid he, let me 
jperfuade you to forget me ; I will never in- 
volve you in the miferies of our unhappy fa- 
mily, ■■ What do you mean, cried I, 
haftily interruptix^ him, and fcarce able to 
believe my ears, I don't underftand you 
Alas, my dear, rejoinM he, ina forrowful tone, 
you can't be mine, I don't defcrve—Holv ! inter- 

O rupted 



*nipte4 li^iDi hftuaBft'^i a! l|v:^Q;t4«^»^|i«t 

fcWj: I ooWfy mjottfd, W^ll^ §ir^ }uft 94>ys^ 
pleale. ' :,. 

HERfc I was going lo fliftg out of ij^ fPSW* 
wbeiLa Aidden gbnce, in a iiioi;iKnt difp^"^^ 
wy indigBatioii^ wbHelovCy wUtMl|K|4)ili^. 
£tog posrcrr took intirfe f(^k&(^ of i^y ^fi^. 
likwliiin with his eyes greedily iix'djKi> me ; i 
they ovorflow'd witha fioelting, foStoefs, aad 
St riie iame time, * fparklifig through thtecryftal 
fweit^ mdv- aw£ui d^nky^ fcemtd to es^r^fs 
feme great) ibme hi^tckn purpofe* Every c^ 
gree c£con&fion was vai>i(bed, not the letft * 
tinfiure of ibame itmain^* . His countehai\oe 
had an «ir of Ofm framkneft, and no other 
traces were vifible there but thafe of perfeA 
tehderne& and foft regret. What could I now ' ^ 
think i or what could I fay M perceiv^'d that 
thei« was foae extraordinary caufe th^t fbrc'd 
hitn to behave in this mam^er ; I perqsived (or 
at leaft i thought I did) that it was witb^ to- , 
Iu£tance he ftruggled againft his love, dnd .« ff* 
deavoured to forget liie ; yet I £atter'd my j 
felfy that if I did bjut know the motive Ito this 
' paiilful .task» I fhouM be able to give him fipoie 
relief and perhaps let him fee, that there war 
^o occafioii for fuch a ^i^^lory over hiapaffipn : 

yet 



"Rifyi mt toMqiiiveihto tfaepi $ tbeifaiint i4>f 
meanly ftooping to defire to be informed' ^f 
thdi^ pkrttcuiars (&6ck*d ^e ttimiediatdy ; { 
/»# platiilyy that this irMd appear too 
Ibrward^ Md'too-wkiebtlf cscpcels diediftr 
co^yKbouM iMOietcpo^erGOaleaiytaid^nitft, 
' TyiEie f^lt^iiHss, whtoh gfamccd thtongh 
my mind in a 1llome^^, kopi me Gknt^ 
^ivd prevented my asking^obe fnform'dof wb»t 

* Itm{mtieRt(^ longM to heari ^wrim finding 
me ftiU contintte fpeecMefi^, You ypondcit idy 

^iDear, <{^ Luciui^ and are at a Ids to^ fi^id 
.^tgiuiieffts to exQiie my bdMmoar^ bttt •eo!^4 
I prefer nty onm tappiacA to yours, Imig^t 

^-ftill be at 1>left as I <m\d wiQi ) as Ueft as 

': tYie moft hfgh wrought imagination caii con* 
ceive : I might barbarotifly eonfiik my qmn fe* 
Ifcity to the prqudke of your happineiis aad iu* 

^ ture peace of nrind* Btft I bve yoo more 
^dearly than li^ and therefore can never cw- 
fent to involve you in my misforettnes« I wiU 
iiever he guilty of fudi ba&nefs. Ob my 4ear 
Teiida ! call not this a want of afSedion ; ra- 
ther tihink it ilie triumph of the moft perfeQ 
love, the ilrongeft proof of the moftgen^ouSy 
difihtertfted teddernefs ■ ' ■ > "»^ > But what will 

O % thia 
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^h to& tm i -^^^--^^hk Ib&ig yM^iM^on 
every earthly, jojr — — I bid adieu to the 
moSt pffeafiiig frofpoas, *tQr%;C§3ljtii^^gr 
- fwceCi of ibe^moft pure s^fid y/r^K)us--7~ro 
feeyw no more J 



■■w< 



At this momeat my aunt^s t:etur^. put; a 
ilop 10 this WVvilHS 4ifc9«rfi^^jM^J>ugw 
and I endta^ouriog . lo i^pmpo^- <»J5if 91W!«" 
imnctSf he enquired if iny ^hc:|; - wpidd re- 
turn that evening (for he had he^ out all 49y) 

^tnd being told he would, he promifed to come 
the next morning early » topayjbjoiili&leipisj^ 
and immediately left us. 

<In this fitoation Vuif inai^pr^eor, I form a 
thoufand conjedures, each of which perhaps is 
groundlefs ; and notwiibflaftikii attiflf eaSda- 

.rfvours'to pejaetrate tbo omk^jct. tUs.&MeV 
change, am ms much in ihe^^iforit' u.jiyc^ 
Howerer, I muft belike Mm iilMar^i / %ii4 
therefixe can*t fuCpedthat^br inidt9>a pm^se^ 
to break hisengageaaentsi: N<v l^mMfp.kl^ 
tenderly loves me*- It woul4 beicriminal to d^j^^ 
it. But a few hour^ moi^ wjH .oow.difcciy.er 
tilt whole affair, 'tiil5!i^eii%(Ml:I QuOl. b9% 

Your LADSr^l*'* ; , ;^' : 

JP£LICIA. 
P.S. 
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Ilf/ft"¥hc^uflekiy torment of ftf^etrfe, ii^ 

illowing me to flce^, I cotW not think?. 

of any expedient to'jmlSf' aWay the tediott» 
: itrterVal *tiU Ladus's return, (b agreeably 

ai ' in opening my hc^t to you : I the^*- 
' fore iirife' tWo hours l>efofc tfte ftft of dw 

fiimiiy/aitd tfmploy'd 1^7 tthit blwritfiq; 
^ you the above. 



i«M< 



/ liETTE R XXIV. 

1; NOW And yM two letters together^ tbb 
j: datetof which wH tell ycu in wiiac orckr 
they are 09 be read. . - In the iirft you find me 
ptaaged'imo ftdh anxie y, nico alt the pains of 
ttffcppdfaieed lo^. In this you will iee the 
caitfe of this mighty change, a great mind 
flruggling between love and generofi^. 

About an hour after I had concluded the 
other letter, aferiuat canae to teM me ihat break- 
i^Si wasxeady* I wepl dpwn with a mind ex* 
tremely perplexed, when in fpite of all my ' 
endeavours to aiTume an air of eafe and gaiety, 
they perceived my diforder, but in(}ead of.. 

O 3 enquiring 
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enquiring into the' rerifan <)f1f^,4i'4 ^^tt^ 
otify fttbve to &yen itiy ^nfii^tf^lfeeM^'' 
fiefs, by turning it into ri^fcitle. AtkiftiieNr^^ 
4^tr, Lucius appealed, airf by hb i^rcTeAct ' 
put an end to thcimnfcafonaWc mirth, Whfth 
b^gan tb ^Fow ^xtrcmdy painful. ' Breisikfiift' 
wa^ notr over^ abcf the dear you tlir defiriog m^ 
father and I cb favour Him with our cMtpany^ 
Went with us into a r6ofti, ^iFhere we bad 
Ho reafon to fear being difturbed j and having 
^iten our tttA^ witb eyia in vMcH-imm ith-^ 
^ermingled ah air of dignity with «be (oft lu»¥ 
guKhment of love, IW caftaglanee at me» 
and then fixing rhem on my&tlier, Sir, cried 
he, I am now come to iliaftk you for your un* 
Ifnerited goodifeA, itid by art' ingenuous con^ 
feffioA of my ctrcuthftance^ to tet foiu fee, that 
I am tin Worthy of the happirteft Of pofibffiii^ 
Jrdut daughter. Na^i Si^, c^tiAuedhe, fie^ 
in| tsiih ^ook aibngbed/ I dofi't wonder at 
your t>ting Okrtted at an addneft of this natune^ 
but finc^I cannot now marry her i^ith hOilpur, 
Iniuft do ybu and her the juftice to dediti* 

~ • • *^ 1 * 

'\ Struck durnt) with fuVpViie, tiiy'Yather at 
Arft/eem'd^* incapable Of AiaTcing k reply i hfc 
riveted his eyes ufooh Lucius^ who it the Smie 
lime <aft his to the floor; Ki» colour came 

and 






and YfQt^ Jiejcnit bis brp^s^ v^J^Uc. bis<;pur|-, 
tenM)cc ^acpr^fs'd a confuted njixture of vcx^- 
tioOjjLitg^r and dUappointmenf ; when, atlaft^^ 
f^aihng to colled bis fca^er'd thoughts. What 
caa (bis ix^an ? cried he» I defire you would 
explain yourfelf. What difadvantage can there 
lie, in your ci^CMOiAan^es that you ought not 
to havQ |i)en^fi€d before ? It wa$ a bafe and 
ungiener^us. pai t to enaeavour to engage my 
dihigbtei's aSed^iona, and thus to carry thingt 
ta the laft extremity^ whe^i you knewr you 
oould not marry her with faonouri and I do.n't 
doubt bul(ibe will refent fucb treatment as (he 
ought. She wilt regard your condud as an 
infult to humanity^ and as s^i affront that de- 
feryes only to be anfwer'd with contempt. 

Tho' this was expreTs'd with all the bit- 
^roefr of refe^imenty in his voice and air, y e( 
itappM^r'd to make but little jmpreilion oi) 
XjucIus; fHilyamode^j, guilt)er$ bkfii ^afb'd 
ia his cheek, ^bich feem'd to ari(efrom tlie 
iadighant pride of, injur'd, innocence i whei^ 
jgoding that my fathef 1, .by his filenc^^ waiteg 
for his anfwer, I am forry. Sir, (aid he, in a 
japld and mank tone, to find you enter^in 
(q ill aticpinion of me^ but were I that un- 
^ratefjil wrqccb you now think me, I ihould 
d€;ferve even greater r4»>roaches tban.thofe you 

O 4^ arc 
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y^ikl ithMPJtfftii^ptfittPVXridlh^iif^n'^ 

WkhfliMidi^ig I- iiraf 'app<te» %<inore ohc^^ 
insAd) tinm efvr^ j^ Will^tQ^tlliftt I'<feie^vtf 
a place in ^ah«ftefin;> -Nff iSisfdfiuii^^diR^ 
forpityt, 4md no^ i«&»tmiY»;^ ^I tt^rSfi^ cWfti^ 
to be uiktnppyf rather <h^n (o fee'rtiy^ftthci' tx-^ 
pofed to thelnileries<rf*prtfdfl. * TliavelcrfP 
Felick ro favfc my fiither ! . - ^ V ■ T Knfe^ 'Sfr ,' 
wliata'ioA ftiilft feel at die Very fKotight bf 
fed ng 1 fe^fon wfconi uatu f^, whmh teh thtiu'-i^ 
fiiid oMigattbAs h^ iKMiritf Irfhi to {drB and ^e^"^ 
vere, inajiift, iwacbrfc QRWholefom^prifoff^- 
cxctudec) from tbe cheaHliI face dftRlfi, iftiger-^ 
ing out a wretched being irifwhury, While he' 
cHJoyfed ; ■ Q h? it ^w tod much fafflbchce 
in fuch a circumftanoe; VouSf '» \x a' curf^^^ 
whitfe nattft* WoUld extihguHK afl iBe delight'' 
of love, and imbfltei' itslnoftpIcifingfWe^ts.--^ 
Tb inle* I might ' hate cemceaPd my giVfwg" 
up my fortune to procure hisliberty;^! M^l^ 
have done ii^and ^d t been b^fe drtough io"^ 
injure your godAnefsi IhM doneitr % m\^ii 
in\\AsgA(ti hafv^' tdhfided ^n tftt gcnet-dfiry bP 
Frireia*^ mind^ who after 6ilf upkn, might* 
h;^ee)tcafedbi^4eeeiv1hg'he£, and hare kept' 

■ V '■ it 



^hi? «W*feupP«.WJW I had jgflftenA^ piortb* 
2} ipifsr^lfpi^sMicf ^ fupport. the i:xig%nce ^f' 

H?K%'Lfei^- Jfti tbii'iu c^i-imift be npfrfjed :. 
4Jwk .'*^. |rico».y5Wfiw»r flbaU m Judpur^ 
U^kc ! hue . wh^% SMre-dibre iitcanveiiftciKe^ to 
t^ tea tJiaufand itiia«^ more- painful 0iock of •• 
thf rkrb iinn!slcau^ the jndignwt leer, thcv 
GQnt»x)ptuou^.Uunti atuj flvug^ of ihci we^Itbj^r 
fooj, tbc.drp4^ n^edjf ^^i^^^imf^l ibcfe, ^veot^ 
at*^ diftancei ftrik^ |arrpr tbfoughi the roul«>. 
and 4^Mn94he:gQneirO|is p^rid^^of ujKigbS'Vircve..' 
But^U a wr^cb . lik.^ vUnt-g proper^ match for . 
the lovselj,. . tb^ wtjiliby Felicia; Noy you 
cannorji and I ONigkt not to tUokJtM * InOeaii^^ 
of ^0,?%c,, ibsiU. I.Jbriiig hqr J^ n©ccflH«C$» of ^ 
a(i^un}upp/»%ni|)rJ forbid it^ifizy^n Ifott^dr." 
iciqy^ ! Cjui 1 in irheier oirCMmftRnce^ «ii* « 
gcalefully impor9^0Bih«|genfffortty th*ttn»d<j •- 
yon 0veclop^ the dirpariftyr of o»r .foituncs^^^^ 
wWch w^ too ffm Nfeflcf^.^No,! na^ S»M.;-r 
yon rnwft nojo^^r. tWnk ?t.i<M&ras,>iOi(rtfoB^i,. 
B-r Lof.hfir.^ iIk dear. ^pqE^fa^lofioftTOivlifrfn^ 
The <:pn{tioufncii, o£, H^ii^'./no«y ^nc ^qijr Tj 
dg4y, if^icfigpinjLall^y Pf^Mn69A4^; wiii beiji;. 



29* Felicia to QhaJii,ott|5,^ 

mf to fupport her Id's : — I already feel it , 

Wia ■ ■ Do you then teach her to forget 
me. Tho'I (hall fee herno moxc^' me ffiall 
h^yc my prayers, and :jll my fondclt wifhesr- 
Good *7 »<^ ? whatever I fuffei:, may PelUia 
at kaft be happj^ ! ' . ,' 



.. — - ■» "••! 



O! Madam* I^<f yo.M butrcen with \y)iat 
a flood of paffion tliis fp-ecJi rVf^s uttery, you 
would — — ^ I am fure you would have 
Lcc» extremely nr.ovcd., He wept ■ ■■■ a nd ,, 
fure never did tears kx 1^ fp .Eraceful on a 1 
manly cheek bcfo e ! My fethej wc|>tt.'^ aqd^ I 
I fafter thantheiQ hot^,, while.he puriuc^d wix^ 
out interruption the nobje, di<3ksite&of his gene«^ 
rousb^artf bu riling into the incoherent Ian* 
guagc of tender diftre&. But I muft be more 
partici}la4:> with refpcft to my father,, for Lur 
cius had hafdly began this apology when the 
jrefemmont wbicb reddened in his cheek began , 

3 w.r . ^ . ' 

Jn^nftbly to vaQiih -, hk features before fweird 
with iodignatbfi» . now funk imperceptibly) ^ 
and left only tU foft trjtces of pity* blended , 
>wUh a wonder that feeni^ to aiife amidft ihofe . 
genfffoua fentiment9^ whijch, elevate the foul . 
above k felf. He appeared ix)|ere(le4 ui every 
word the dear esg^ing, you.th littered ; not. 
did the; brokien fS^ whi$;h frequently di^jotnted 
ihtm, the jroan ^f ^i^ throbbing heart, the 

trembling 
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*reroblijig accent of his. voice, or the leaitt^ 
change iri his coufltenabce, (cem^ to ^Tcapc -^ 

hia notice'. 1 faw it did not -with a fecret '. 

joylfawit; and r^joiqed in the hu inanity ot^ 
his heart, which made him pity the noble* 
diflref' of my lover— r-^ — at this moment, mocc \ 
deir than ever.' Never did the high- wrought 
images bf even a (i£lrtious tale pijeicnt a fcene fo * 
moving as this would have been to an indiffe- 
rent lpe£fator ; the molt inrenfible breaft rouft ' 
fufe have melted into foftncrs, the drycft eye^ 
have' gufh'd in(6 tear<. 

AFt£'R Lucius had finiih'd, there remained • 
a-filence which lafted neat a minute^r — • — ^^an 
awful, tender fifence,. which vwis. dniy inter- 
rupted by a few heaving » fighs ;. when' at laft* 
tny fither fmihng, wt h an expreSive afFefUon 
in his look. Indeed, Sir, (aid he, I have been ^ 
top'hafty ; you dcfcrvc to be pitied : but what ' 
ft^range tnagia do you find tofoften methus?' 
r4>rofersl have not feed fo many tears thcfe-'^ 
eighreen I years ; hever flnce I loft Felicia's 
napther, my dear Elihira. • But I^cg you 5 
would do me the favour,- my friend, >ddcd he, -^ 
(0 give me the particuhrsof this affc£tihg ftory. :"' 

Oh r Sir, rdumcd nay dear Lucius, y^a* 
have a right to demand every thing from- mc? : ^^ 
and tho*" no mercenary vievir can^empt ^xnt^ 

O 6^ tmi^ 
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coAfeffibn, Mrhi<;h pap |iavc^q.9%r,f^^tbw»7 
to convince you'that heaven ijeyor dcfigijfdjbfiifj • 
for me, the rcfpeA I pwe j?oif» -and tlje fen ' 
fire I have to appeajc ftill v^^oiitbjr of, jjfluf, i 
fri^ndftrp, yrill make me §ivc yg^v ?{}c^hf;/*r^/ 
tis^adfeoh you pan de/lrc. .Xva-d^j^jg?, M v 
I ^as preparing to. pajr thiV. J(?vdy. maid a. j 
viflt, a meffcnger from my fatter (Mchp.werU . 
out pretty early t^it morning) brQ;'gJit* mc ^' ' 
rote, b/ whiob 1 wa* informed. that.he ^»& • 
under an arreft from one of his-prwic"palcredij . . 
tow. What could I ^o^ but inilaiit\y,vfly: ^a , 
biflnfl found him in the boufc of oncofour / 
dependants, with no other company tha(x.thjs/; 
cfficets, who deprived him pf ,his liberty^ ^., 
He*^ received me with an air of dejeded &dnefik • 
wfttle his attendants ftep;mg^to the dpoff|,I^t'. 
neatS'berty to^indplge the torturing ai|guifi^> 
of myfeart, by endeavouring tpgivehii^ the 
comfbtt I wanted my felf. Ob Lucius !\faid ^ 
he'fecmg me enter, you fee your father a prj^ . 
fohci* ! This was all he could fav, before I ^ 
fprang 'into his arms. I <could not (j^k^to , 
htidt we Wh feated ourfelyes on,, a, bench . 
n^ the Ubfe, when having c»ft h's eyes upon . 
mb'again,' With an air of the deepeft iDdUn* 
choly and d1i!re6> he gave me a particular 
' account 



tu^ii^^Ufery, tfiar flatter oJF "rplritj with WjlicV^! 
I had tjefore xafft about my thoughts, to.gve,?! 
hidi rdi^Pj fihce f was ftoW fcnfiWe that jtber,q' > 
was butane xfiy tb feve Kim, and thai it firft," 
viefr gkVt the mpfti yiofeni Ihbck to my fout, J 
Oh ! ■S#,"_ Hbw bard-i— how fntoJerably hatft 

h B to roorW o^die hilart a pfiiSot) hke n^iftc ' 
You, Madam, continued he, jookiog «t.mei... 
appear'? irt that moment more' charming tbaoa 
ever -^1 ten tbooCanrf^pleairng/diflx^ing;; 
ideas crbwded upon n»y ihind, ant^overwh^.,^:^, 
,my fenfes^ in A mazy whirlof bfttgr giddinei.^ 
My reafoii feemei depirting, while my 'br«ft.' 
was torn between ToVe and nature, bctwecov4 

duty and the tender r-too',ten(Jer foftoje^! 

that-iw;tts,'and charms,, and Ywalloy^s w tha^ 
foal. - GotxtGod !' whit did I fecit the Gab 
the teaMfie utikJnd Reproach from «y Ji 
Felicia, and ail-'the dlftraaion of her bofo»i " 
was fehwith a double emphafis in mine';, but', 

which my father ponctuded the^lnfui fierv of 
th^fituatfen-Bf lils ■afeiV'li.f ^Vav2f : " 
?"«**? ;?f!^ '^ »y,reifon, and pleaded io .'j 
bis fcdi, las air, his irords; fa ibcwgly "iw V 

duty» 



/t .' ,j \f.^' * *-f 
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iropplfes^Oh Luciiis I (did lux} i|i)arinoftidi<B«(l-'-d 
fullpne^ Yojtt fce I can have iioipro^6£t''if''j"^ 

the l^ft'gMmiftcnng hajw^of cverpftcJUriHg^ 
my libcJKy . oHcf c prdflhug ifsyvhawdv ' a**'|iv-i^ '^^ 
ing .9)0aMc f^ififtiUy^affbaioiiJCif^ tffOf a Afe^'^ 
laiHiholy ctHKigibtt^dntL&uedtfae^TthedrMii^ 1^^ 
rots oln prifon arcicxtrefflBeljr fbolkinlftfte^ 
difij-mmf lefotetiona,^ apd make r<ow«rd of 
m^ ! BiM i have no body to icfo^ch hat my-^ 
felf.,--..-— Tob€,buri^iUve^ tobefoi^fev^ d^*-' 
ftrivedof^hatwholdbmeair, whlchxhetiiieiMft ' 
flavcsbrcatbt atliberty-^^— Nay, don't took fo 
tenderly upo»irne I coojitiucd he, prdSng ihy 
Itaod again, and ihen leoking at»me, wttbi 
theutmoft exccfeof pateijiai affeftion, be ad- 
ded> WiU ypu notcomelofeeifie'? -FcouJI' 
bejir no» mol^^ : thdc laft words pterccd tfei^* " 
my foul* Don't, pray- don* v Sir, diftraft 
me with thefedreadfulthoogbxs, interrupted I^. 

you (ball not go to prKon -I aoi refclve* 

yoa fhan't* What do you mean? return'*' 
he. I muft, I have no friend to ajQift -m^* 
What am I then? cried i , )A^ (hall ^t, \{i 
my life pr fortune can prevent it. I will not— ^ 
I cannot fee you fo wretched! JV&ntioa it* 
!»>more> returned be, I wQ^^t bear of^fiKk^ 



I 



at ^f0pfl(U4 Vo«iriwb9lefofiurtew<mMfecirceiy ' 
be .f|»ffltiiBitt"^No) no 5 you ihan'l tarn ybuf ' 
fclfibr in<e. I wili noi purchafe Tmy liWrty at 
fo ieaf ft pHce as your happnefti Thif»k 
what it ia yoM propofe. Think of Felicia. 
AhVilnii .nato« wili furely caU you tack to 
reaioi^ i yoti imed but ^on/ulr youfr own heairt 
Co fk;i4 iha^ it j;r(he» not I, that muft render 
yod^ bappy.v heme me th^ to the miferies 
I have brought n^^jn myfelf. Death will foon 
put .an cjiil to tbem all ; but oh ! how painful 
is this fi(uationf tb which death, fo terrible to 
nature^ i».my only fcUeC h" > ■ ■ A relief c|6l 
call itf— r would it be a relief to me i No, I fear 
not,, there ill fufliething after death, more dread*- 
ful than death itfelf>-*— more terrftle thart 
ali I fuffer* O ho\xr happy is the virtuous 
man to whom the grtmmonAer appears with 
an aagera fatfc-^^witli tht fmiles of immortal 
beant/ ! To me it ia covered with a dreary 
gloom that ihoots tenor through my foul ! But 
when you are happy, Lucius, think of me } 
vifit me in my grave-*— *- — ^roy prif^n. Oh 
my father, my dear dear father f cried I, in- 
terrupting bim again, Why will you not hear 
me? why do you give way to fuch cruel 
thoughts? fliall I not hai^e the liberty of dif* 
pofing of tnf own 1 1 have already thought of 

what 
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vAtsii IMt iff .&«fcW^^ gciflJiy»Btibnifc 
koow fh^ Itiidft^ Is ilHeNi4vie#i^ JiHthvUcrt^ob^i 
know tW 'oui; iMrriag<es uoik^ WiitlrtiHt^tt|H^; 
prneis of my Ii&.d)ep«iKis^ ivilliieMriRaKOigbf: 
chided, -f^l basr^mdejn^rcfaaicei Tb t r oy/: 
fosiecbifig' ibiidcrtfak ia ilit-Apff cteofioeM^? 
f«ei% yotf g pr ifen ct^ t^dtr.i ouauH AutrAdJ 
tbi»)k oCiU : Thii^ are JiD-«Mii8tftiMiocsi:'rteTt 
which fjch a.'mi^rntn0.t9 jo^wmU^s^fr^ti-X 
itx me wicC6heri« Ar« ]rdu QOt:4^ (k^l^f^^^ 
and (hall not natui£ plead for. yo»i-?-D»<-y«>i^^ 
tbiokme a fan, <an4 )«t Wkiae iiiiecapebfe o£:« 
ftfogglittg againft «ar^u^> ?— jaay ^^^m «jtv 
father ? ■ ■ ■ * a fatbcc fom .i^hOmi:llii^ t'Sr^ r 
ceived numberlefs^ oUig^tiufO^ ddiet aJIjAsMT l^^ 
turn* of gratitude arid loye. TBirik,?i^a|.iil|F . 
mother .wilt feel, whbaJbc Jiwrs nrff i^ilXidi^* - 
tre6, and tbo^ 1 hare, not thepewc loribafce^ 
your refotutk>ii8t^^<tay^ my^ aitte^rioi at0.^ei^|i;> 
of what i o&r youi Jc^ hei;teB»irie€her d^sb 
fpair toiiefa ' youf heart. ;M»f ilia ?top r /«;iil(t;^ % 
diftiadlcd with gficf^ and I kriowi hj^-ici W^ * 
that were (he of age (he^ wxnildglasij^. ipafcf:- 
yoti the f^oKT o&r 4hat I da. n^ivf^ :lA(le«)Jvi. 
Sir, we can. none of<AU8fiw}/.i4^$tAii£^jS:itihf^9kv^' 
in^fwingjott.inifiwt^bte j^b ! *-7<C?<i»frf(#o4il- 
cried my father^ ^tha|^UIIe^iiakidkSr^^xeach:i|»r: 

how td afi;.. N^»»: did 401^ <?>^ui^} J^ I9>? j 

calmcil 



neftoissf^ovc^inTupporCaMe thao ail my fuflSbr* 
it ipT i^ rt r Ho«r&i(erttydoe»-BU<thisgoQ4nera[ 
riftmxih' mtt I' l ua ur ii tins MhieSmv^d gpodn^^ 
IrtooelMs men^o the <yiic fc- ■ ti t makes »« 
nfiinfierof ihe4*^^^*«»-«I begpardon, Sir^ repUedl. 
I, f( Ma vie (done any thing to ocoafion therc^^ 
cnkflrefldAionk. In fervingjou I only do m^ - 
duty, c' J ^^ " Btit ah ! it is a painful duty, ia- 
tei'rupfedi h^- I'*know it b, your fortune ja. 
y<)|if fiaalkft k)6. - If I accept of it » I deprive; 
yoa*^ of 'Feflda*i fortune too — and what U 
infihilety woHe Cb a^Dind like yoiirs^ I deprive 
ydu of Felida I ^I aright have, given you a. 
fplendid eftate^ but inftead of that to«-»«^Oh ! 
hf>w unlrke a fttfaer, who^ inftead of a curfe^ , 
odgh«"to*be a bleffing to his &nxUy! My coq- 
daft hail been aii outrage againft ndtur;e ■ ■ "■ " ^ . 
a violation of the deareft privileges.of a parent-*-* 
I have forgot the obligations of the husband, the., 
father,' and the friend. — Tfay mother too!-— 
How miferable have I made her! I have, 
batnf'thfc ruinof ail who biive loved mcy—The 
riiin of feif tvife -and diildrcn-»^the ruin of. 
thee!' > ifa d eflfei&crf'vicef bow dearly do-, 
I pay 'for my fi>l!y and madnefe f j 
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HEKRhrpauW, .aA<i.I:darQ6y» it b-m*. 
difficult. Madam, for yQa;toifftagtne tfacttton} 
dcXy the generoto, the noble feattoicnis,' die 
relation of this, affe^ifig oonteft ptoduoed.. 
Methougbt there was tbrnetfaing ib heroic, fo ^ 
diHiful.aod iMiftntcfeAcd m this put of his be^ 
haviour, that I could not, help ftcretlyap*^, 
phuding him* But nofv my father JetiBoiei^ 
that he was of. tbe'fameopiiiion.as. mxlclfv by 
openly difcQvmng hts.fiBOtiments: for Lucius ^ 
no^ foooer gaveJiioi leave to fpeak,^ by a pauit^ 
tft which he Teemed to rtGoae<^ himiiBtf' ; d»n 
my father,, as if eager tp fuc him out of hij^ 
pain, took hold of bta^lkaiid,. and giving it an 
aiFe£Uanate {hake» Generous yourtfa, cried he* 
this was noble done— ^^ You ase more my fod- 
than ever. I ihall think my£blf ba{^y m b.-* 
ing allied to a.perlbn o£. fuch . worth. How 
greatly do tbefo: tears becooie you ! this fofr 
adopt! .)n of another's fomow, this exc^s of 
humanity, which the favage mind cannot ^o^ 
at haft will not) fee]« is the trueft mark ta. 
knQW, the bravet the generous heart by.: Ac?-^ 
tK^as.tjke theie give a per^ jn£ght i/iio. qha-r'. 
ra^fsy and vt^hlle they add ^4iigQity aq tbe^ 
higbeftr. ftations, .they fpread^I^ftreihat gtn| 
oevjcr be eq^all'd by all the pride 0/ wealtj^^the; 
foifip of ,tic]iQ% or^tto Uif^ gliuer of («ccei$fulr 

. : , . ambition.. 
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aAsMtion." DearLuairsf howh^ppy will' my 
dsc^har -be in fowortby a husband I 

This^ was uttec'd in that peculiar tone m 
wbichwealwayieifprefe oiirfelves» ivhen the 
fall b«art$ bottbenKt under its yojy breaks forth 
inft> an unraftraincd ttMnfporty into elevated* 
furprfie and gtaerous afFe£tiod. While he 
fpoketht tears ifairted a(irdh into his eyes, and 
added an endearing tendernefi to the fmile of 
giadneA, whkfa enlivened bis countenance. 
His foul beam'd in his looks, and difcovered 
a oiind fbftened, delisted, and rais'd above 
itfelf ; while I dwelt upon each word he uttered^ 
and with a moil, cbanniflg cxtafy aflented to 
the juftice of his prailes» As to' Lucius, he 
ieem'd all this wUlc a» if awaking from a trou« * 
biefome dream, while ftirprifo, gratitude, and 
amodeft joy, difperfed the clouds of defpair, 
which hung oa his brow< He feok'd at my 
father, be- lookM at. me $ the fame paffiona 
were vifiMe in botlv our ^ces, only I fancy 
tffine had ah air of greater fofcnefs ; he then 
turn'd hi6re>^ctagain t& my father, and prefflng^ 
his band, I ^m atnaas'd; Sir; cried he. What 
Ckti this gooi^neis meani) caii you i^ally pro-^ 
{^fe i0 hi^iVy Felida ^to « j^rfon wr hout a. 
foi'mnc ? H6 Wf funk 'mto iadigeticii ? fure it ' 
is im^o<R)le ^ have you* fergottbat ourfaiwly 

•' depends 






tp8. Felicia. TO Charlotte. ., 

depends. upon my. fitpp^rt, ^tdimd-^cnt r^ 
folve that Felicia's eibtq,^ inQetod^rbeiBf aUg'^ 
mented bj her marriiigei (hoM be apfdifed to 
remove foreign carev suid fpictgn warn* J 

CoMs» come, Lucius, returned mjhJthtt'^ 
fmiling^ don*c e^aggera^e tht^^difyiymtttasaf ^rf; 
your circumftancea«. .Thjla laAifi43ii<^ ^ 
filial piety Piew$ agfettnc;^.«f foul, ^atn6f' 
only fills me yi^ith furprUe^. bi4t txtnmely' en* 
dears you. to me*^ The. better Idcocm you^ the • 
fhore I admire your yictuei i and tb be ^s Kttle 
behind you as po£5ble, in p^t of genert^ty ,\ 
I promifenot only toconfuli-youtibifcUyi Mt 
the ha^pinefs of all that afe dear to' you« But' 
pray proceed ; for Kloog fioJknow tfaercoa? 
clufion of thefe aSediog incidcatt. . 

Dear Slr^, q:ied the emgngtiig foutb, (w!tb> 
a fparkling joy fwelling into nptiire} dear Str^ : 
teach me how to.a(;knowIe(lg^ your goed^c£ ; ^ 
I would be grateful, (mtyeteanaot e9q>r€(s my 
gratitude. My heart feels it all ; feels it too • 
fenfibly to be expre(s'd» O my dear, my 
lovely Felicia, cried he, arifing h»ftily, run- 
ning to me and jivipgn>e M eagDi;afie£tionate - 
embrace, while my father ipouW «ot forbeat' 
laughing at this natural Hart^rt, tbir fudden < 
impulfe of aiFedioo^- nor .could I help being ex- 
U^mely delighted, with.it; with extafy he. 

ptciTed 




Felicia to Charlotte^ 

my hand to his b6rom, his eyes fpokc 
^lU^ttMH^bQfhfefl. -IKif "havifig injul^'d for 
a^^^i^siddike'^^rudiRif^tranrport of joy, he 
s^tiM^^ltoMscltttr, andconduded the fiory o{ 
bis fatbct's mhfoptuhes ; btlt he neither fuffi* 
ciei^tl^ enter'd into the fubj^dt, npr dwelt ^ 
b^orr;ii|x»' tkt ■ a^ft rhdcing qlrcumjftances«. 
His-ewaUflft Mtc^ and his father's were fwal* 
l^ir'd ikp by the jby of theprefeht momem^. 
He toU us^ d)it aft^r many arguments, hisi 
father at laftoonfented to his propofal, but not 
without the fereneft reproaches upon the mad- 
neft of his.PWn oendud^ His creditors were 
^cnt for> .when oB^mig a handlbme compo- , 
«fition» which w» re^Iy accepted, their af- 
4djf9 were conduced the next day ; and ia 
ihort^ that his nmfertune, with the tender- 
nefs of Soptffoniaaiid Marilla, had wrought tlie 
naoft bapl^y efaange in his condud ; a circum* . 
1^ fiaqce n^di^ i|S' k gave Ludtis the higheil 
fksStuxej Jbe -ineoiiolted i^itb peculiar fatisfac* 

As fQonashe^h0d«d0ne,i&y father renew'd 
the friendly pxooft he had given him of his af- 
f^Qn^ and promifed to ufe fa&( endeavours to ^ 
mafee ns^ahap^yaspoffible ; fil 4)at before dinner, 
we ymt more iirmtf tmitied than ever. What a 
delisbtAil change in our affiursl In two days 

more 
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nOFB my circumfbnccs and muuier of life will 
be changed, fo thar vAitn I write nmt, you 
win Hod me 'm» ^'Otetif cl^offltoif^ ;,fa^t 
in whatever flate^'I dmiit i^jbuf^* ticfaAt^, 
you wUl believe me to b« 
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